
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting 

March 7, 2016 

7:00 PM 

 

President Sean Granahan called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor John Wilson read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President Granahan questioned if anyone wanted to make 

any changes or additions to the Agenda.  The following additions were made: 

Action Item: # 9 Standard Business Practice, Tax Collector; Requested Speakers: 

#4 Attorney Jason Beardsley; Discussion Items: #7 Deer.  Motion was made to 

adopt the amended Agenda by Todd Chamberlain; Judy Kelly 2
nd

 the motion.  All 

in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President Granahan inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the February 2016 minutes.  A motion was made to accept minutes 

as presented by Todd; Randy Schuster 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Sean Granahan, Craig Reimel, Judy Kelly, Todd 

Chamberlain, Randy Schuster 

 

Absent:   Tony Pickett, Tom LaMont 

 

Other Officials Present:    John Wilson, Mayor; Marion O’Malley, Solicitor; 

Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:    

 

From the Desk of the Secretary     

RE:  Drones – PEMA – Meters – Camera’s - Benefit 

 

Zoning Hearing Board      

RE:  Annual Report 

 

PA State Association of Boroughs     

RE:  Nominations for Second Vice President 



 

Stone House Investment Mgmt. LLC     

RE:  January Statement 

 

United States Dept. of Commerce     

RE:  Census 

 

Susquehanna County Council of Governments   

RE:  February Agenda & January Minutes 

 

Susquehanna County Recycling Center               

RE: Recycling Program 

 

Time Warner Cable       

RE:  Updated Information 

 

EMC Insurance                 

RE:  Alice Davis Claim 

 

President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or comments associated 

with the miscellaneous correspondence.  No questions or comments 

 

Recognition of Attendees:      Chief Dale Smith, Erin Donnelly, Steve Arnold, 

Tina Arnold, Dan Calby, Robert Klein, Gene Michinski, Larry Griffis, Jason 

Beardsley, Susan McNamara, Debbie Russell, Michael Russell, Corporal Andy 

Genneken, Reggie Episale, Ken DiPhillips 

 

Approval of A/P:      President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable. No questions or comments. Craig 

Reimel motioned to approve payment of outstanding bills; Randy 2
nd

 the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     President Granahan inquired if there were any questions 

or comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.  Craig 

motioned to accept the Payroll Report; Randy 2
nd

 the motion. All in favor, motion 

carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President Granahan inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

Report.  No questions or comments. 



 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  No questions or comments. 

Motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s Report by Craig; Randy 2
nd

 the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President Granahan inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  No questions or comments. 

 

Street Department:      President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips, Supervisor.  

 

Ken said Mayor Wilson had a concern regarding 353 Chenango Street at the 

February meeting.  He went to check out the situation, and said the Mayor’s 

concern was legit.  Ken said the ditch bordering the property needed a good 

cleaning, since it is ineffective in its present state.  President Granahan asked if the 

Borough should be responsible, or have PennDot take responsibility.  Craig 

suggested Ken contact PennDot, and if they don’t do anything about it then the 

Street Department can take care of it.   

 

Randy motioned to have Ken purchase the needed items for the sweeper, broom, 

gutter broom, and dirt shoes for a total of eight hundred and fifty dollars; Todd 2
nd

 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Zoning Report:     President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the report submitted by the Zoning Officer. No questions or 

comments. 

 

Police Department:   President Granahan asked if there were any items Chief 

Smith would like to report on, or if there were any questions or comments 

regarding the Police Report.  

 

Chief Smith said he would like to have approval for the Police Officer’s annual 

training.  He said the following personnel have signed up for the training: Jim 

Smith, Gene Michinski, Dylan Amplo, and Briana Hollenbeck.  Chief Smith said 

he contacted the other facilities where the officer’s work and the Sherriff’s office 

will not contribute since this type of training only applies to Police work.  

Lanesboro will pay for Jim Smith’s time, but not the training.  President Granahan 



asked what is the cost of the training.  Chief Smith replied, two hundred and 

seventy five dollars for the class, and ninety dollars per night for the hotel. 

 

Judy asked if this program provides fingerprint training.  Chief Smith said it does 

not, but four police officers are certified in fingerprinting.   

 

Randy motioned to permit the four officers to attend the annual training 

conference; Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carries. 

 

Municipal Authority:    President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report. No questions or 

comments. 

 

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Wilson said he didn’t have anything to report for this 

month.  He inquired whether or not we need to advertise for a new Borough 

Council member; Craig replied it isn’t time. 

 

Action Items: 

 

1. Paving Project:    Craig motioned to approve advertising for the paving 

project for 2016; Todd 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

2. Fire Police for 5k Race:      Randy motioned to approve the request from 

Andrew and Jennifer Weller for the “Run for Life” 5k to be held in 

conjunction with the Chocolate and Wine Festival on May 21
st
, for the Fire 

Police to assist them at intersections; Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

3. Street Closure Chocolate & Wine Festival:     The Festival committee is 

requesting Chestnut Street to be closed on Saturday, May 21
st
 from 12:00pm 

to 10pm for the Chocolate & Wine Festival.  Randy motioned to allow 

closure of Chestnut Street for the annual Festival; Judy 2
nd

 the motion.  All 

in favor, motion carried. 

 

4. Police Pension Fund RFP:       President Granahan stated Council received 

two submissions from the request for proposal that was advertised.  Richard 

Hazzouri, from Morgan Stanley Graystone Consulting, and Chris Englebert 

from Beirne Wealth Consulting Services, both submitted a plan that would 

manage the Police Pension Fund. 

 



 Judy Kelly said she would recommend Joe Scott from PSAB to come in and 

speak with Council since it wouldn’t cost anything, and may be worthwhile.  

Randy said they have been working on the pension fund for months, and 

time is of the essence to make a decision. 

 

 President Granahan informed Judy that the Actuary recommended three 

individuals and their companies to Council.  Two of the three chose to come 

in to speak with the Finance team and submit a proposal. 

 

 Craig motioned to create an ordinance for Beirne Wealth Consulting 

Services, LLC, to advertise that Montrose will be moving their Police 

Pension Fund from Stone House Investment Management LLC to Beirne 

Wealth; Randy 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried 

 

5. Police Pension Fund:     Craig stated after the Committee reviewed all the 

options available, they chose smoothing as the better option.  They notified 

the Actuary to provide documents for the Police Pension Fund with a funded 

status change to reflect a smoothing option.  Craig motioned to adopt 

Resolution Number 2016-02; Randy 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

6. Advertise Ordinance to Change PPF Administrator:     Craig motioned 

to advertise.  Please refer to Action Item number 4. 

 

7. Memorial Day Parade:     Craig motioned to approve the Memorial Day 

Parade to be held on Monday, May 30, 2016; Randy 2
nd

 the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

8. Grant Restoration of Jail:     President Granahan said there is a grant for 

Historic Districts available from the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum 

Commission (PHMC).  He passed along the information to Commissioner 

MaryAnn Warren to save the jail from a wrecking ball. 

 

 Judy said she gave Commissioner Hall the grant paperwork awhile back, she 

doesn’t know what their plans are for the building. 

 

 Council discussed for a few moments whether or not they would be willing 

to donate the fifty percent needed for the grant.  Since the grant paperwork 

was not processed at the time of Council’s meeting, the topic was tabled. 

 



 

9. Resolution 2016-01 Tax Collector Fee(s):     Todd motioned to adopt 

Resolution 2016-01, Tax Collector Fees with a change on number two, 

increasing the returned Insufficient Fund checks to thirty dollars; Randy 2
nd

 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.   

 

Speakers: 

 

1. District Attorney Robert Kline:     DA Kline thanked Council for allowing 

him to come in and speak with them.  He said he would like to address the 

drug issue; lots of questions, and lots of burglaries that are drug related.  

Beyond using and dealing there is an ancillary problem with breaking into 

vehicles.  DA Kline said the users are desperate and they will take anything 

that is handy such as gift cards, money, anything that will go quick.  They 

are not looking for televisions, stereos, and other larger items. 

 

 He said they just released a new program with the ability to report drug 

 activity online.  DA Kline said it is an interactive form which drills down as 

 if a police officer is asking the questions.  They have been receiving 

 pertinent information already on the new program, and he’s happy that we 

 have added the link to the Montrose Borough website. 

 

 They have changed their approach to how they deal with drug dealers, and 

 have adopted the same procedure as the FEDS.  Making buy/bust more 

 difficult, more manpower, and can seize cars, cash, and recover buy money. 

 

 Council members asked DA Kline if there are new people on the task force 

 since the previous task force wasn’t too effective.  Council would report 

 incidents to the task force and nothing was done.  DA Kline said the task 

 force personnel are the same, but the reporting form will create 

 accountability.  Also, Council should feel free to contact him directly with 

 any issues. 

 

 DA Kline said April 30
th
 is National Drug Take Back Day.  There will be a 

 drug dropbox at the courthouse and in Forest City.  People can drop off any 

 over the counter medication, or any prescription. 

 

2. Debbie & Michael Russell:     The Russell’s attended this meeting to speak 

about Harrington Road, and Creamry Road which are paper roads and not 

developed ones. 



 President Granahan said the property owners can take action, but the 

 Borough is not going to initiate anything.  Harrington is a paper road, one 

 that was created on paper but never adopted, or abandoned.  They can 

 choose to keep it operational or take it or leave it on the books at the current 

 status. 

 

 If residents bordering the property wish for Council to abandon the 

 property, a petition would need to be presented to Council by the residents. 

 

 Mr. Griffis said documents do not show that the road was ever adopted.  He 

 said that some of the road is located outside of Borough limits. 

 

 Attorney Beardsley asked if there was a reason why Borough Council kept 

 roads that were just on paper.  President Granahan replied there are roads all 

 through town that the 1872 map shows that are not adopted roads. 

 

 Attorney O’Malley said the paper streets, on a particular map is recorded at 

 the courthouse whether or not it’s ordained. 

 

 Mr. Russell said he and Mr. Griffis are interested in having the paper road 

 vacated up to the railroad bed.   

 

 Council advised everyone who was interested in having the paper road 

 abandoned, to bring the petition to Council. 

 

3. Stephen Arnold:     Mr. Arnold said he lives at 303 South Main Street and 

 there is an inlet to the storm system near his home.  The catch basin is made 

 with concrete block, and has caved in.  He contacted the state since it’s on a 

 state road, but they said it wasn’t their responsibility.  They are only 

 responsible for the  grate.  Mr. Arnold would like to have a state of the art 

 box which is constructed of material that would not crumble. 

 

 President Granahan asked Ken DiPhillips if he looked at it.  Ken replied that 

 the catch basin is shot, and the ditches are a mess.  The elevation of the grate 

 can be made lower to make it a productive source of water intake. 

 

 Mr. Arnold said the state came and put a cone over it, the cone fell in. 

 

 Craig motioned to have the Street Department repair the catch basin; Todd 

 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 



 

Discussion Items: 

 

1. Meter Feeder:      Council reviewed the proposed meter feeder paperwork.  

 This would allow for the meters to be fed via a person’s smart phone if they 

 were held up in court or at an appointment where they couldn’t leave.  

 

 Craig said the meters were only for a two hour limit and if they were going 

 into the courthouse for a case they should park in the municipal lot.  The fear 

 is the courthouse employees would be feeding the meters all day, and people 

 coming into town to shop, or eat wouldn’t have a place to park. 

 

 President Granahan suggested this topic be tabled for another time. 

 

2. New Milford / Gas Royalties:     New Milford Borough sent a sample letter 

 to see if Council would be willing to sign the letter.  The letter would be 

 addressed to the state legislators that represent the Boroughs asking for their 

 assistance with obtaining gas royalties for Borough residents.  Council stated 

 they would be willing to sign the letter, and instructed the Secretary to notify 

 them. 

 

3. JHA Questionnaire:     Joe Hunt and Associates sent a questionnaire 

 regarding the services we have been receiving for Zoning / Code 

 Enforcement.  President Granahan instructed the Secretary to complete and 

 return the questionnaire. 

 

4. Trees on Maple Street:     President Granahan said the lot across from his 

 house on Maple Street would look much better with trees on the berm.  He 

 said he would be willing to purchase the trees if Council would agree for the 

 Street Department to plant.   Council members all stated that would not be a 

 problem. 

 

5.  Streetscape Project Update:     Judy Kelly said the chanticleer pear trees do 

 not get too tall, and they are looking at them for Church Street.   

 

 Judy reported that it’s late in the season for obtaining bids for the South 

 Main Street sidewalk project, so their intention is to let the store owners 

 have a chance to recoup before the sidewalks are installed.  Leave it alone 

 for this year and plan for the spring/summer of 2017.   

 



 Sue McNamara said she thought the sidewalks were going to be installed 

 this year, and she’s very disappointed that they are thinking of postponing 

 the job for another year. 

 

Craig said the Montrose Lion’s Club is thinking about adding warm-up stations 

along the walking track in Memorial Park, paving the handicap ramp from 

Union Street, and resurfacing the basketball court.  He’ll provide more 

information when he has it. 

 

Dan Calby attended the meeting to see what the Borough intends to do about 

the deer that are taking over the town.  He said people do not have an idea how 

many there are, but he sees deer poop everywhere, and it’s getting worse.  Mr. 

Calby said its three years now that he’s been coming to Council to see what 

they are going to do. 

 

President Granahan told Mr. Calby he understands the issue; yes there are quite 

a number of deer in town.  They already contacted the Pennsylvania Game 

Commission last year; the Commission gave them options to work with 

landowners in the surrounding area for deer control. 

 

Randy motioned to adjourn the meeting; Todd 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:50 PM 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Lillian T. Senko 

 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 


