
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting 

May 2, 2016 

7:00 PM 

 

President Sean Granahan called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor John Wilson read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President Granahan questioned if anyone wanted to make 

any changes or additions to the Agenda.  The following additions were made: 

Action Item: # 8. Open Bids for Micro Paving. Discussion Item: #6. Councilperson 

Judy Kelly to convey information on two conferences she attended; # 7. Clarify 

Council’s Motion from April Meeting regarding Dan Zaleski and his plans.  

Motion was made to adopt the amended Agenda by Todd Chamberlain; Tom 

LaMont 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President Granahan inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the April 2016 minutes.  A motion was made to accept minutes as 

presented by Randy Schuster; Tom LaMont 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Sean Granahan, Craig Reimel, Judy Kelly, Randy 

Schuster, Tom LaMont, Todd Chamberlain 

 

Absent:   All in attendance 

 

Other Officials Present:    John Wilson, Mayor; Marion O’Malley, Solicitor; 

Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:    

 

Zoning Hearing Board       

RE:  Minutes, January 2016 

 

Susq. Cty. Housing/Redevelopment Authority   

RE:  Grant 

 



 

Montrose Borough Planning Commission    

RE:  Minutes, April 2016 

 

Stone House Investment Mgmt. LLC     

RE:  March Statement 

 

Stone House Investment Mgmt. LLC     

RE:  Quarterly Statement 

  

Rail-Trail News        

RE:  Newsletter  

 

Northern Tier Regional Planning & Development   

RE:  Newsletter Update 

 

PA Local Government Investment Trust    

RE:  Act 10 of 2016 

 

Time Warner Cable                  

RE:  Updated Information 

 

Pennsylvania Dept. of Environmental Protection   

RE:  DEP Expands Particulate Matter Air Monitoring Network 

 

President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or comments associated 

with the miscellaneous correspondence.  No questions or comments. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:      Chief Dale Smith, James McArthur, David Darrow, 

John Walker, Larry Griffis, Jason Beardsley, Ned Bloom, Chris Oleniacz, Ken 

DiPhillips, John Watts, Greg Myers, Chris McGee, Courtney McGee, Michael 

Briechle, Dorothy Thomas, Jamie Holbert, Briana Hollenbeck, Erin Donnelly, 

Debbie Russell, Michael Russell 

 

President Granahan stated he was going to hold the Open Public Hearing at this 

time for the Harrington Street Petition so people that were here for the Hearing 

would be able to go home. 

 

 

 



Harrington Street Petition 

 

Public Hearing Open at 7:07 pm 

 

President Granahan invited Attorney Jason Beardsley to speak first since he was 

the one who filed the Petition to have Council vacate Harrington Street. 

 

Attorney Beardsley said in their position there is no reason why Council shouldn’t 

vacate Harrington Street.  Nothing should stand in the way; there isn’t a property 

owner in the vicinity that would need the road to gain access to their property.  The 

street was never really opened.  He believes they did try to vacate it in the past, and 

he understands Council’s position on the matter.  It would serve in the Borough’s 

best interest, and in his clients’ best interest to vacate the street.  By not vacating 

the street it prevents the bordering landowners from using their land to the fullest. 

 

President Granahan asked if anyone else would like to speak regarding the 

vacating of the street. 

 

Erin Donnelly who is representing Mike and Debra Russell said it’s not really a 

road that is beneficial to the property owners, and they are joining the petition to 

vacate Harrington Street. 

 

President Granahan asked if there were any other people in the room who would be 

affected with vacating Harrington Street, he would take a poll. 

 

John Walker raised his hand, and when President Granahan questioned his 

thoughts he replied; he would like to see Harrington Street vacated. 

 

President Granahan stated if there is no one attending that is opposed to vacating 

the road, does he have a motion from Council. 

 

Todd motioned to have Council vacate Harrington Street, Tom 2
nd

 the motion.  All 

in favor, motion carried. 

 

President Granahan said an advertisement will be put into the paper stating that an 

Ordinance vacating Harrington Street will be signed at the June 6
th

 meeting. He 

stated any citizen can petition the decision within sixty days. 

 

Public Hearing Closed at 7:17 pm 

 



Discussion Item: 

 

7. Clarify Council’s Motion from April Meeting:     Attorney Briechle stated 

 he was attending this meeting with the McGee’s to have Council provide 

 them with an understanding on what Dan Zaleski was going to do with the 

 property. 

 

 President Granahan said Marion O’Malley represented them at the 

 Magistrate’s for the Zoning Violations that were served to Mr. Zaleski, and 

 Mr. Zaleski lost.  Zoning Officer, John Watts, and Solicitor O’Malley spoke 

 about remediating the situation.  John Watts relayed that he spoke to Mr.  

 Zaleski about remediation, and they discussed some aspects.  Mr. Watts 

 stated the plans that Mr. Zaleski spoke about were consistent with the 

 Zoning Ordinance and Council said yes, move forward.  Attorney Briechle 

 said Council had no authority to motion for a vote. 

 

 President Granahan stated maybe not; but Mr. Watts has the authority as the 

 Zoning Officer, to approve Zoning Permits that conform to the Zoning 

 Ordinance. The Zoning Officer stated that the plans fit within the Montrose 

 Zoning Code, and Mr. Zaleski will obtain the required Zoning Permits, and 

 Council took this information at face value.    

 

 Attorney Briechle said he sent in a Right to Know Request and he didn’t 

 receive any paperwork regarding permits being issued.  The Borough 

 Secretary stated there wasn’t any permit paperwork submitted during the 

 requested dates on the RTK; the paperwork came in at a later date.  Attorney 

 Briechle said there are a few issues Council may want to know.  There is 

 different Zoning between Lathrop Street residential house, and an industrial 

 use; an inappropriate permit has been issued for the fence. 

 

 Attorney Briechle said the litigation is going to trial court; Council didn’t 

 have the right to approve remediation. The “entire project” violates the 

 Zoning Ordinance; it should have been eradicated not conformed. There are 

 erosion control issues, water problems, and infiltration which need to be 

 repaired. 

 

 Solicitor O’Malley stated they will keep it in mind, and discuss it further 

 with Council and the Zoning Officer. 

 



Approval of A/P:      President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable. No questions or comments.  Randy 

Schuster motioned to approve payment of outstanding bills; Tom LaMont 2
nd

 the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     President Granahan inquired if there were any questions 

or comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.  Judy Kelly 

motioned to accept the Payroll Report; Todd Chamberlain 2
nd

 the motion. All in 

favor, motion carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President Granahan inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

Report.  No questions or comments. 

 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  No questions or comments. 

Motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s Report by Randy; Tom 2
nd

 the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President Granahan inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  No questions or comments. 

 

Street Department:      President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips, Supervisor.  

 

Ken informed Council he did more investigating on Bill Evans’ property, and he 

put together some prices on what it would cost to repair the storm drain.  He said 

there is a tree in the way that would have to be removed, but Craig said the good 

news is that the pipe is not under the garage.   

 

Tom said maybe we should hire a contractor to do the job, so Kenny won’t be tied 

up for the summer.  Ken said he would work together with a contractor, and it 

would take approximately three to four days to complete the job.  President 

Granahan said for Ken to get some quotes for the excavating, if the quotes are over 

ten thousand, five hundred dollars, Craig motioned to advertise for bids on the 

excavating, Todd 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 



Ken said they need to fix the curbing on Chestnut Street, it’s a mess, and the 

sidewalk will need to be replaced at an approximate cost of eight hundred dollars.  

Council stated sidewalks are the landowners responsibility, Tom motioned for the 

bank to pay for the cost of the sidewalk replacement; Todd 2
nd

 the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

There are areas throughout town that need crosswalks to be painted, and the paint 

is going to cost approximately four hundred fifty dollars.  Randy motioned to have 

Ken purchase the paint for the crosswalks, Todd 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

Judy Kelly said W&W Nursery & Landscaping had the best price for the 

Chanticleer Pear, approximately ninety five dollars each.  She said they would also 

need a bag of food at a cost of forty dollars per bag, and gator bags.  Ken said they 

had gator bags, and there is no need to purchase them.  Judy said Al Reimel was 

willing to go with his truck to pick up the trees so the Street Department crew 

wouldn’t have to go, but she asked if they would pay Mr. Reimel for his mileage.  

Tom motioned to pay Mr. Reimel for his mileage to pick up the trees for Church 

Street, Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Zoning Report:     President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Zoning Report provided by Mr. Watts.  No questions or 

comments. 

 

Judy at this time reported she attended the Montrose Zoning Hearing Board 

meeting and was dismayed to see that she was the only member of Council there.  

She said the ZHB would like to have better communication.  They would feel more 

comfortable if they were more informed with topics that affect them. 

 

Police Department:   President Granahan asked if there were any items Chief 

Smith would like to report on, or if there were any questions or comments 

regarding the Police Report.  

 

Chief Smith would like to replace his vest since its six years old, and vests are 

normally replaced after five years.  He said the money would come out of the 

Police Department clothing allowance, and he put it in the budget for this year.  

Craig motioned for Chief Smith to go purchase the vest, Randy 2
nd

 the motion.  All 

in favor, motion carried. 

 



Municipal Authority:    President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report. No questions or 

comments. 

 

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Wilson said he went to the Drug Seminar hosted by 

the District Attorney at the High School, and it was very informative. 

 

Action Items: 

 

1. Appoint David Darrow as EMS Coordinator:    Tom motioned to appoint 

David Darrow as the Montrose Borough Emergency Management 

Coordinator; Todd 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

2. Open Bids for Memorial Park 2016 Grass Cutting Service:      Four bids 

were received.  J. Auckland Lawn Maintenance at seventy-five dollars per 

cut; Bush-Lunger Landscaping at one hundred twenty-five dollars per cut; 

Matt Soboiech at one hundred seventy dollars per cut; and Stoney Mountain 

Tractor Parts, Inc. at one hundred seventy-five dollars per cut. 

 

 Council discussed the wide range of bid pricing received, based upon the last 

contracted price of one hundred seventy-five dollars per cut.  Council agreed 

that the bid submitted by J. Auckland Lawn Maintenance was way too low, 

and they were concerned that it was a job bigger than what they were used to. 

 

 Craig motioned to accept the bid submitted by Bush-Lunger for the grass 

cutting service, with a one month probation period; Tom 2
nd

 the motion.  All 

in favor, motion carried. 

 

3. Resolution for Laurence M. Kelly / Presentation of Certificate:    Tom 

motioned to adopt a Resolution recognizing Attorney Laurence M. Kelly as 

a Distinguished Citizen of Montrose; Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

 Attorney Kelly was unable to attend the meeting; his wife, Judy, thanked 

Council, and accepted the Certificate on his behalf. 

 

4. Donation $350.00 Planter Program:       A letter was received from the 

Montrose Restoration Committee asking to support the Beautification 

Program to fill the downtown concrete planters with flowers.  Judy motioned 



to donate three hundred fifty dollars to the planter program, Randy 2
nd

 the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried.   

 

5. Street Scape – Trees & Pavers:     The trees were discussed under the 

Street Department report, deeming four trees to be purchased along with a 

bag of food.  Craig motioned to purchase the trees from W&W Nursery and 

Landscaping, Judy 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

 Judy said the small pavers under the base of the trees are cracking; it seems 

they can’t take the harshness of the weather.  She would like to replace them 

with either stones, or mulch.  Since some of the pavers have names because 

they were donated, and they will need to look for another place to put them. 

 

6. Appointment for Vacant Council Chair:     Tom motioned to appoint 

Jamie Holbert to the vacant Council chair; Judy 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried.  Mr. Holbert will be sworn in at the next Council meeting to 

be held on June 6, 2016. 

 

7. New Business Liquor License Transfer:     Council received a letter from 

Koni Worth requesting a Resolution from Council to submit to the Liquor 

Control Board.  Ms. Worth was the previous owner of Emberz Restaurant 

and Pizzeria, and is she is planning to open a new eatery in the Montrose 

Borough.  She is planning to transfer her license to the new location, and the 

Liquor Control Board would like to have the approval of the Borough 

Council.  Craig motioned to adopt Resolution number 2016-03 approving 

the liquor license transfer from Bridgewater Township to the Borough of 

Montrose; Todd 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

8. Open Bids for Micro Paving:     Two bids were received from the RFP 

advertised, Vestal Asphalt, Inc. and Suit-Kote Corporation.  Council asked 

Ken if he was familiar with the two companies, and Ken confirmed he was. 

He stated both companies have been awarded the bid over the years, and 

they both do good work. 

 

 Vestal Asphalt, Inc. provided a bid price of fifty two thousand, nine hundred 

forty-five dollars and forty-one cents. 

 

 Suit-Kote Corporation provided a bid price of fifty four thousand, one 

hundred eighty-eight dollars and twenty-six cents. 

 



 Craig motioned to accept the low bid from Vestal Asphalt, Inc. for the micro 

paving, Tom 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Speaker: Ned Bloom – Red Cross Representative 

 

 Mr. Bloom introduced himself and thanked Council for allowing him to 

come in and speak with them today.  He said there are always new programs 

with the Red Cross, and currently they are offering free smoke alarms in any 

home that needs them.  During the installation process of the smoke alarms, 

they go over fire safety with the home owners. 

 

 The Pillow Case Project is in conjunction with a Disney Program.  Fourth, 

fifth, and sixth graders are targeted for this program.  It teaches them how to 

prepare for an emergency at home. 

 

 Mr. Bloom said everything the Red Cross provides is free, and their Mission 

is to educate.  He wanted to inform Council and the residents, there will be a 

Lunch & Learn held at the VFW in Montrose.  The Red Cross has a need for 

volunteers: disaster, blood donations, armed services, and other areas 

throughout the agency.  The Lunch & Learn will provide an opportunity for 

people to learn more about the Red Cross, and how they would be able to 

help. 

  

Discussion Items: 

 

1. Victoria Roberge – Re: Farmers Market:      Ms. Roberge said she is 

 working together with others to revitalize the Farmer’s Market in Montrose. 

 She would like to conduct the Farmers Market in the Tannery Lot, at a time 

 that would coincide with Joycie’s Thursday Night with Music event.  

 Ms. Roberge said it would be good if the vendors would be able to set up 

 their booths around three o’clock in the afternoon, but she realizes this may 

 not be possible due to cars parked in the lot for the day.  She said it wouldn’t 

 be efficient to rope the spots off for the day, so she is trying to find a way to 

 place a cone in the spot once a car moves at the end of the day.  The vendor 

 tents are approximately ten feet, and she has five vendors already interested 

 in the market.  The area along the chain link fence would be more likely 

 readily available, but too far from Joycie’s. 

 



 President Granahan asked how long the market would last.  Ms. Roberge 

 replied she is planning from June to September, three o’clock in the 

 afternoon to seven o’clock. 

 

 Judy asked how they would attach the tents to the ground, and will it 

 interfere with the day care center pick-up.  Ms. Roberge said the tents are 

 normally anchored by sand bags, and Joe Hunt said the day care isn’t going 

 to be open until mid-August.  Next year may be more of an issue with the 

 children, but there’s definitely room to hold the Farmers Market, and Mr.  

 Hunt is generally at his office. 

 

 Judy said it’s a great idea, and Joe Hunt said it would be good to extend it 

 into town, and have the businesses’ stay open later on Thursday’s.  He said 

 he supports the Farmer’s Market, and thinks it’s a very good plan.  Judy 

 would like to see it happen, and she’ll get together with Victoria and Joe. 

 

2. Joe Hunt – Proposing one-way on alleys along Tannery Place:     Joe 

 Hunt provided a drawing to Council showing the areas of Tannery Place, 

 Tannery Parking lot, The Montrose Inn, and JHA & Associates.  Mr. Hunt 

 stated the north and south side alleys of Tannery Place are each less than 

 twelve feet wide. 

 

 Randy asked how much use it has with traffic coming both ways; Mr.  Hunt 

 replied he didn’t exactly know how many times a day there was traffic both 

 ways, but it does happen quite frequently.  He said a car that has to stop on 

 Rt. 29 to wait for someone to come out of the alley is in danger.  On Rt. 29 

 the truck traffic is very heavy, and to be able to stop suddenly because a car 

 cannot pull into an alley is dangerous.  Mr. Hunt feels the best option is to 

 make the north side alley a one-way into the  parking lot. 

 

 Patrolperson Briana Hollenbeck agreed; and added, coming out of the north 

 side alley next to Tannery Place is also very dangerous for the pedestrians 

 and children riding bicycles since the sidewalk isn’t clearly defined, and you 

 need to be on top of it in order to see the street traffic. 

 

 President Granahan said to table this topic, and to put it under Old Business. 

 Council will continue to discuss the issue, and address the proposed one-way 

 suggestion at a later time. 

 



3. Cynthia Goodman – Activities in the Park:     Cynthia Goodman could 

 not attend the meeting.  President Granahan said to divert this item to June’s 

 Agenda.   

 

4. Implementing a Rental Property Inspection Program:     Removed from 

 tonight’s agenda. 

 

5.  Ribbons for Lyme Awareness Month (May):    Commissioner Betsy 

 Arnold sent a request to place lime green ribbons on light posts, trees, and 

 parking meters to bring awareness to people about the dangers of Lyme 

 Disease.  Todd motioned to approve the Commissioner’s request to put  

 the lime green ribbons throughout the downtown area; Judy 2
nd

 the motion.  

 All in favor, motion carried.  

 

6.  Councilperson Judy Kelly:      Judy said she was the only member of 

 Council who attended the Zoning Hearing Board meeting that was held 

 to collaborate on a yearly basis.  While she was at the meeting the ZHB 

 stated they wished they had more active guidance for people owning 

 sidewalks.   

 

 The second meeting Judy attended was for the Hazard Mitigation Planning 

 for Susquehanna County.  She claims this is a huge job that needs to be 

 completed by August, and she is asking for assistance since she can’t do it 

 alone.  David Darrow spoke up and informed her that was part of his job as 

 EMS Coordinator, and he would relieve her of the paperwork. 

 

7. Clarify Council’s Motion from April Meeting:  This discussion took 

 place immediately following the Public Hearing, refer to page four.    

 

 

President Granahan stated the authorized members for the Montrose Police 

Pension Fund is Randy Schuster, Todd Chamberlain, Craig Reimel, and 

himself.  President Granahan will continue to be the main signatory on the 

account. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Executive Session:      
 

President Granahan recessed the open meeting for an executive session at 

8:46 pm.   

 

At 9:12 pm President Granahan called the open meeting back to order. 

 

 

Randy motioned to adjourn the meeting; Tom 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 9:14 PM 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lillian T. Senko 
Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 


