
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting 

September 12, 2016 

7:00 PM 

 

President Sean Granahan called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor John Wilson read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President Granahan questioned if anyone wanted to make 

any changes or additions to the Agenda.  The following additions were made: 

Action Item: # 10. Dennis Bennet to cut trees and brush on corner lot; #11. 

Pavilion, water and electricity.  Motion was made to adopt the Agenda as amended 

by Tom LaMont; Judy Kelly 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President Granahan inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the August 2016 minutes.  Judy said a mistake was made under 

“Recognition of Attendees” should be a “J” and not a “G” for Jenny Olin, and on 

page four, plan instead of place.  A motion was made to accept minutes as 

amended by Craig Reimel; Judy 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Sean Granahan, Judy Kelly, Jamie Holbert, Tom LaMont, 

Craig Reimel  

 

Absent:   Todd Chamberlain, Randy Schuster (arrived at 8:05) 

 

Other Officials Present:     John Wilson, Mayor; Marion O’Malley, Solicitor; 

Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:   

  

Kiwanis-Lions-Rotary        

RE:  Thank you letter 

 

Susquehanna County Commissioners      

RE:  Request for Susq. County Air Quality Study 

 

 



Charles B. Friedlander       

RE:  2016 State Aid  

 

Russ & MaryAnn Novack      

RE:  Thank you card 

 

Beirne Wealth Consulting      

RE:  July Investment Report 

 

Beirne Wealth Consulting       

RE:  Annual Notification – Asset Movement  

  

Montrose Planning Commission     

RE:  Scheduled meeting August 15, 2016 

 

Charter Communications       

RE:  Changes 

 

PA State Assoc. of Boroughs      

RE:  UC Plan 

 

New Milford Township Letter      

RE:  Copy of Letter Sent to Susq. Commissioners 

 

Northern Tier Regional Planning & Dev. Commission  

RE:  2015 Annual Report 

 

Rail-Trail News        

RE:  Newsletter 

 

President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or comments associated 

with the miscellaneous correspondence.  He personally pointed out the New 

Milford response to the Susquehanna Commissioners letter.  President Granahan 

asked Solicitor O’Malley to devise a letter to the Commissioners along the same 

lines. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:      James McArthur, James Shuster, Ken DiPhillips, 

Corporal Andy Genneken, Cristine Clayton, Jenny Olin, Dawn Washo, Pat Farnelli 

 



President Granahan asked if there were any members in the audience who would 

like to speak who are not listed on the Agenda.  

 

Dawn Washo asked for permission to speak about the Montrose Cross Country 

Booster Club. 

 

Approval of A/P:      President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable. No questions or comments. Tom 

motioned to approve payment of outstanding bills; Jamie Holbert 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     President Granahan inquired if there were any questions 

or comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.  Judy 

motioned to accept the Payroll Report; Craig 2nd the motion. All in favor, motion 

carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President Granahan inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

Report.  No questions or comments. 

 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  No questions or comments. 

Motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s Report by Craig; Jamie 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President Granahan inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  Craig stated we need to start building the 

2017 budget soon. 

 

Street Department:      President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips, Supervisor.  

 

Ken informed Council the Street Department started work on the storm drain 

replacement project on Bill Evan’s property.  While working on it they uncovered 

a stone culvert, and it was a real mess. 

 

Ken found out both New Milford and Brooklyn Boroughs had their equipment 

treated with rust proofing.  This was a question Todd Chamberlain asked him to 



find out at the last meeting.  Ken reported both places were very pleased with the 

product, and he would like to move ahead and have the Borough’s equipment 

coated with the rust proofing.  President Granahan tabled the decision until the 

next meeting when Todd would be in attendance. 

 

Ken said he went around town with Jim Kessler, and they used a “dead - going to 

be dead” in five years’ formula to identify the trees needed to be cut down.  They 

identified thirty-nine trees that should be totally removed on Borough owned 

Streets.  President Granahan asked if they could be saved; Ken replied not the 

one’s they’ve identified. 

 

President Granahan said after the letter goes out to the targeted homeowners; 

advertise anyone in the Borough can sign on to the program we’re offering. 

 

Dennis Bennett was canopy trimming for four days at a cost of four thousand eight 

hundred dollars, and Ken would like to hire him for another four days.  Craig 

motioned to have Mr. Bennett continue trimming the canopies around town for 

four more days, Judy 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

The Dodge 5500 needs six new tires at a total cost of one thousand five hundred 

dollars.  Craig motioned to purchase the needed tires, Jamie 2nd the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

Ken informed Council the new dump truck was picked up on Friday, September 

9th, and is in the garage if anyone wanted to take a look. 

 

Zoning Report:     President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Zoning Report provided by Mr. Watts.  No questions or 

comments. 

 

Police Department:   President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Police Report.  No questions or comments. 

 

Municipal Authority:    President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report.  

 

The MMA Audit Report was discussed, and status shows there is a book surplus, 

but a cash deficit.  President Granahan stated the MMA never reported they settled 

the case with Bridgewater Township, and the Grantor should be informed.  He 

asked Solicitor O’Malley to get in touch with Patrick Daly the MMA’s Solicitor to 



advise him to contact Council with any and all information regarding the MMA 

and any legal issues. 

  

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Wilson said many residents reported to him they are 

happy the pipe is going to be fixed between Prospect and Chenango Streets. 

 

Action Items: 

 

1. Approve Federal Surplus Program:     The Borough belongs to the 

Federal Surplus Program where products can be purchased at the warehouse 

in Harrisburg at minimal cost.  Tom motioned to approve continuing with 

the program; Craig 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

2. Home Business in Residential Area:      President Granahan said Council 

had the paperwork Mr. McArthur submitted for approval to have an antique 

business in the upper level of his garage in a Residential area.  He said the 

Planning Commission didn’t have a problem with the business, but the space 

was slightly over the four hundred square foot limit.  Tom asked how much 

over, but no one had the answer.  President Granahan suggested the Zoning 

Officer, John Watts to go and take measurements, and make a 

recommendation like he did with Mr. Lewis’s place.  The Secretary will 

inform Mr. Watts of Council’s request to provide this service, and to have 

the report ready before next Council’s meeting on October 3rd. 

 

3. Montrose Cross Country Booster Club:     Dawn Washo would like to 

conduct the Montrose Cross Country Booster Club fundraiser at Memorial 

Park this year.  The fundraiser is called “Fall Track Series”, and will be on 

Thursday evenings from 5:30 pm until dark on September 29th, October 6th, 

13th, and 20th.  Ms. Washo informed everyone it is a family oriented 

program, the boosters and the team will be present to conduct the event. 

They’ll also have drawings and raffles to raise money for the club.  Craig 

asked why it wasn’t going to be held at the school field, Ms. Washo said the 

school informed her they needed to keep the date open just in case school 

sports needed to use the track.  She said she didn’t mind since the park was a 

better environment to encourage family participation.  Craig motioned to 

approve the event; Judy 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

4. Montrose Audit Review and Acceptance:     President Granahan asked if 

anyone had any questions or comments on the 2015 Audit conducted by 

Murphy, Dougherty & Company.  No questions or comments. Tom 



motioned to accept the 2015 Audit; Jamie Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried.  

 

5. Scrapbook Workshop:     President Granahan asked the Borough Secretary 

to reach out to the person requesting the conference room to hold a 

scrapbook workshop, and obtain specific information for the use of the 

room. 

 

6. Relinquish 4 EDU’s:    President Granahan said the newly acquired 

property has more EDU’s than needed for future use.  Craig motioned to 

relinquish four EDU’s to the MMA; Jamie 2nd the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

7. Women Helping Women Event:     Cristine Clayton chose this time to 

speak about her request for a charitable fund hosted by the Community 

Foundation of the Endless Mountains.  She would like permission to hang 

balloons, posters, and draw pink chalk ribbons on the sidewalks of Public 

Avenue.  The event is to recognize October as Breast Cancer Awareness 

Month, and will be held on Sunday, September 25th at one o’clock.  They 

will do the cleanup the next day.  Craig motioned to approve the function; 

Tom 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

8. Trees to be Cut Project:     Tom motioned to approve letter, form, and 

advertisement for the “Tree” program in Montrose; Judy 2nd the motion.  All 

in favor, motion carried. 

 

9. Letter to Commissioners / Comprehensive Plan Response:     Solicitor 

O’Malley penned a letter to the Commissioners responding to their inquiry 

about the County’s Comprehensive Plan.  President Granahan will review 

the letter, sign, and mail.  Craig motioned to approve the letter stating 

Council will be reserving their right to govern; Tom 2nd the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

10. Dennis Bennet / Trees in Vacant Lot:     There are approximately seven 

trees in the corner lot that need to come down per Craig, and lots of brush.  

Mr. Bennet gave him a price of two thousand dollars to do the work.  He 

will take down the trees, chip the tops, and haul away the trunks.  Craig 

motioned for Dennis Bennet to cut down trees and brush in the newly 

acquired property; Tom 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motioned carried. 

 



11. Pavilion:     Craig said he’s sure everyone on Council saw the pictures of the 

pavilion flooded during a rainstorm when someone was having a party there.  

A two-foot trench, a French drain, and a downspout needs to be installed to 

eliminate the flooding.  Craig said he would also like to put a Photocell light, 

and an outlet at the Pavilion.  Craig motioned to make the repairs, and add 

the light and outlet at the Pavilion; Tom 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

1. MMO for 2017:      President Granahan stated the Minimum Municipal 

Obligation (MMO) for the Borough’s Pension Plan, and Retired Police 

Officer’s Pension Plan for 2017 will be $15,784.00.  No questions or 

comments. 

 

2. PA Public Utility Commission:      President Granahan informed Council 

Solicitor O’Malley was in touch with the PUC, and they will not give us the 

opportunity to give our opinion on the proposed rate increase. 

 

3. Incinerator:     President Granahan said there was useful information 

included in the packet on the proposed incinerator.   

 

4. Training for ECMS-LP:    President Granahan said this is to train the 

Borough Secretary for the PennDot Computer Program for state funded 

projects.  It’s a two-day seminar in King of Prussia.  Judy motioned to send 

the Secretary for training and provide for meals, mileage, and hotel 

accommodations; Craig 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

5. Police Department Proposal:     Corporal Andy Genneken submitted to 

Council a proposal he and Patrolperson Hollenbeck would like to do to 

create a positive image within the community of the Montrose Police 

Department.  Corporal Genneken discussed for a few minutes the plan for 

the “Fill the Cruiser” benefit for True Friends Animal Welfare Center.  Judy 

motioned to allow them to move forward with the benefit; Tom 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

6. JHA – Commercial Code Enforcement:     Craig informed Council, Jesse 

Grimm has completed his certification for Commercial Code Enforcement.  

He said another service JHA provides is Engineering, and Council has not 



named an Engineer on record yet.   President Granahan said we would ask 

JHA to provide pricing for the additional services. 

 

 

Public Speakers: 

 

 Jim Shuster introduced himself to Council.  He will be a member of our 

Community by opening a Microbrewery at 32 Public Avenue as soon as the 

renovations are completed.  The name of the place will be “2 Dogz and a 

Guy Brewing Co.”.  Mr. Shuster said one beer is called True Friends, and 

he’s happy the Montrose Police Department is doing a benefit to help the 

Animal Shelter.  Council asked what type of product he will have on site, he 

replied he will have tee shirts, glasses and such items to sell at the 

Microbrewery.  Mr. Shuster said he sells his beer in kegs to restaurants and 

bars, he’s been in the business for a while now.  

 

 Council warmly welcomed him. 

 

Executive Session:     
 

No session needed at this meeting. 

 

 

Tom motioned to adjourn the meeting; Jamie 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:26 PM 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lillian T. Senko 
 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 


