
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL  

Regular Meeting  

October 2, 2017  

7:00 PM  

  

Vice-President Todd Chamberlain called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m.  

  

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.  

  

Mayor John Wilson read a prayer for guidance.  

  

Adoption of Agenda:     Vice President Chamberlain questioned if anyone wanted 

to make changes or additions to the Agenda.  Motion was made to adopt the 

Agenda as presented by Councilman Tom LaMont; Councilman Craig Reimel 2nd 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  

  

Approval of Minutes:  Vice President Chamberlain inquired if there were any 

changes or corrections to the September 2017 minutes.  A motion was made to 

accept minutes as presented by Councilman Randy Schuster; Councilman Reimel 

2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  

  

Present for Roll Call:    Jamie Holbert, Todd Chamberlain, Randy Schuster, Craig 

Reimel, Judy Kelly, Tom LaMont 

  

Absent:    Sean Granahan 

  

Other Officials Present:    Marion O’Malley, Solicitor; Lillian T. Senko, 

Secretary  

  

Misc. Correspondence:   

 

 Beirne Wealth Consulting      

RE:  August Investment Report 

 

Montrose Borough Zoning Hearing Board     

RE: Minutes – Hearing, August 15, 2017 

 

 



PA Dept. of Environmental Protection     

RE:  Hinds Oil Co. Inc. ECB-Storage Tanks 

 

PA Dept. of Environmental Protection     

RE:  DEP Earns National Environmental  

Innovation Award 

 

Cabot Oil & Gas Corporation      

RE:  Proposed Greenwood Gas Wells 

 

Northern Tier Regional Planning & Development   

RE:  Invitation Full Commission Meeting 

 

Lowell Joerg         

Sent Letter with Postcards 

    

Vice President Chamberlain inquired if there were any questions or comments 

associated with the miscellaneous correspondence. Council members spoke for a 

few minutes regarding the letter with the Montrose postcards enclosed received 

from Lowell Joerg who found them at an antique store in Stockton California.  

  

Recognition of Attendees:      Chief Dale Smith, Ken DiPhillips, Corporal Andy 

Genneken, Pastor Bob Kadlecik, Staci Wilson, Joe Laubach 

  

Vice President Chamberlain asked if there were any members in the audience who 

would like to speak, and are not listed on the Agenda. Pastor Kadlecik stated he 

was in attendance to answer any questions Council may have on his request for the 

Trunk or Treat.  

 

Approval of A/P:      Vice President Chamberlain inquired if there were any 

questions or comments on submitted Accounts Payable. No questions or 

comments. Councilman Jamie Holbert motioned to approve payment of 

outstanding bills; Councilman Schuster 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried.  

 

During this time the current Geothermal heating system was discussed and Vice 

President Chamberlain asked Councilman Reimel if he would have time to look 

into the repair.  Councilman Reimel stated he would contact the company who 

repaired the unit last, and provided the quote to rectify the current issues. 



 

Approval of Payroll:     Vice President Chamberlain inquired if there were any 

questions or comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.   

Councilman Schuster motioned to accept the Payroll Report; Councilman Reimel 

2nd the motion. All in favor, motion carried.   

  

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     Vice President Chamberlain inquired if there 

were any questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts 

Receivable/Deposit Report.  No questions or comments.  

  

Reports:  

  

Treasurer’s Report:     Vice President Chamberlain asked if anyone had any 

questions or comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report. No questions or 

comments.  Motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s Report by Councilman 

Schuster; Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.   

  

Budget Report:     Vice President Chamberlain inquired if anyone had any 

questions or comments on the presented material.  No questions or comments.  

  

Street Department:      Vice President Chamberlain asked if anyone had any 

questions or comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips, Supervisor.     

 

Supervisor DiPhillips stated there was one item the Street Department completed 

that he forgot to put on the September report.  He informed Council they rented the 

concrete grinder and ground down the heaves in the sidewalk.  Supervisor 

DiPhillips said it was a quick fix to eliminate trip hazards.  Councilman Schuster 

questioned what are the next steps.  Supervisor DiPhillips said they will raise the 

concrete slabs, cut the roots and replace the slabs.  He said he didn’t want to do 

that procedure this year just in case the slabs disintegrated, then they would have to 

pour a new concrete slab.  Supervisor DiPhillips said there wasn’t enough time to 

do that this season with the Griffis Street grant project, and the road preparation for 

paving. 

 

Councilman Schuster asked about the dump, and Supervisor DiPhillips said they 

cleared it with the fire department to maintain a control burn.  Unfortunately, the 

control burn got a little carried away; smoke and cinders were all around the area, 



and the Fire Chief recommended waiting until the weather turned a little colder 

with more rain. 

 

Winter and snow is steadily approaching and Supervisor DiPhillips would like to 

see a proactive move with parking in town.  After several minutes of discussing the 

issues Councilman Schuster instructed the Borough Secretary to create flyers and 

the Police Department personnel will go door to door handing them out.  This will 

be their notice, and no more warning will be issued before their car is towed.   

 

The fall leaf program was discussed and Vice President Chamberlain stated they 

should implement an ordinance like other Borough’s to fine people who put debris 

in the road.  He stated there is a person who maintains residents’ lawns who blows 

all the debris into the road.   

 

Supervisor DiPhillips stated he would like to place his order for this season’s one 

hundred ton of rock salt.  Councilman Schuster motioned to approve the rock salt 

order; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilwoman Kelly stated she would like Council to look into a problem with the 

PennDot road project.  She said she received a complaint about Chestnut and 

Church Streets, the slope is too steep and people have fallen.  She’s very concerned 

someone will get badly hurt.  Supervisor DiPhillips stated PennDot could have 

done a better job with the slope.  Councilwoman Kelly suggested making a list and 

send it to PennDot, the Governor’s Office, and PennDot’s chief council’s office.  

 

Building Code Officer Report:     Vice President Chamberlain asked if anyone 

had any questions or comments on the Code Enforcement/Building Code Official 

Report provided by Jesse Grimm.  No questions or comments. 

  

Zoning/Code Enforcement Report:     Vice President Chamberlain asked if there 

were any questions or comments on the Zoning Report provided by Mr. Watts.  

 

A discussion was held on outstanding Citations filed with the Magistrates office 

which never received a court date or a fine.  One Citation goes back to July 15, 

2016 and the second one is from July 5, 2017.  Vice President Chamberlain asked 

Solicitor O’Malley was able to speak with Magistrate Hollister yet about the 



outstanding citations filed with his office.  Solicitor O’Malley stated she hadn’t yet 

but will do so before the next Council meeting.  

  

Police Department:   Vice President Chamberlain asked if there were any 

questions or comments on the Police Report.    

 

Corporal Andy Genneken asked Council’s permission to pay for advertisement in 

the newspaper for “Fill the Cruiser” to provide Veterans with food for the 

upcoming holidays.  This event will be held on November 4th at Ray’s Sure Save 

from 8:00 a.m. until 5-6 o’clock.  Councilwoman Kelly motioned for the Borough 

to pay for the advertisement; Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

Municipal Authority:    Vice President Chamberlain asked if there were any 

questions or comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report. No questions 

or comments.  

  

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Wilson had nothing to report. 

 

Action Items:  

  

1. Halloween – Approve Ad for Notification of Date & Time:  

  Councilman Reimel motioned to place ad in newspaper stating Halloween 

 will be recognized on October 31st, trick or treating during the hours of 5 

 p.m. to 8 p.m. with curfew at 9 p.m.; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the motion.  

 All in favor, motion carried. 

   

2. Bridgewater Church “Trunk or Treat” on Public Avenue:     Pastor 

Kadlecik stated he was directed to Council by Paul Williams to obtain 

Council’s approval for the church to hold Trunk or Treat on Public Avenue 

on October 31st.  He said they will be backing in the cars so the truck faces 

the sidewalk.  He doesn’t think this event would affect traffic since the 

children will be walking to each car on the sidewalk.  Councilman Holbert 

motioned to allow “Trunk or Treat” to be held on Halloween; Councilman 

Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 



3. Approve Ad for Leaf Pick-up:     Councilman Schuster motioned to have 

the advertisement for leaf pick-up printed in the newspaper; Councilman 

LaMont 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

4. Pay Budgeted Contribution to United Fire Company:      Councilwoman 

 Kelly motioned to  pay thirty-seven thousand dollars to the United Fire 

 Company; Councilman LaMont 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

5. Pay Budgeted Contribution to the Susquehanna County Library:     

 Councilman Schuster motioned to pay the budgeted contribution of one 

 thousand dollars to the Susquehanna County Library; Councilman Reimel 

 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

6. Pay Volunteer Fire Relief Association to United Fire Company:  

 Councilman Schuster motioned to pay the eight thousand eighty-eight 

 dollars and fifty-eight cents from the Volunteer Fire Relief Association to 

 United Fire Company; Councilman LaMont 2nd the motion.  All in favor, 

 motion carried. 

 

7. Hazard Mitigation Plan (Appoint Representative):     Councilman 

 Schuster motioned for Councilman LaMont to be the representative of the 

 Borough for the Susquehanna County Hazard Mitigation Plan update; 

 Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

8. Approval for Northern Tier to Use Conference Room on November 14th.  

 Councilman Schuster motioned to approve Northern Tier to use the 

 conference room for their meeting on November 14th; Councilman LaMont 

 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

  

Discussion Items:  

 

1. Franchise Agreement with Zito Media, L.P.:      Vice President 

Chamberlain invited Joe Laubach from Zito Media to speak about their 

company and what they hope to accomplish.   

 

Mr. Laubach stated Zito Media would like to provide broadband cable to the 

residential and commercial districts of the Borough.  He stated it is cable TV 



similar to Comcast, and they can offer a broadband speed of 200mb to the 

home. 

 

Currently Zito Media is in the process of erecting cell towers for T-Mobile, 

and extending fiber cable to Towanda, Wysox, Meshoppen, Montrose, and 

New Milford areas. 

 

Mr. Laubach stated they provide commercial service to hospitals and are 

also involved with the PA 911 Call Center programing upgrade. 

 

Council thanked Mr. Laubach for coming to the meeting and providing the 

information of Zito Media.  Solicitor, Marion O’Malley will review the 

Borough’s current contract with Spectrum, and the proposed contract by 

Zito.  Council will discuss it at their next meeting on November 6th and 

decide whether or not to sign the Franchise Agreement. 

 

2. Cabot Lease Offer:     Councilwoman Kelly motioned to accept the Cabot 

Lease offer pending review from Solicitor O’Malley; Councilman Reimel 

2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 

3. Writing Tickets, After NOV 10 Day Time Limit:     Borough Secretary, 

 Zoning Office John Watts, and Code Enforcement Officer Jesse Grimm 

 collaborated on a new procedure and Resolution Fee Schedule for writing 

 tickets on certain violations which was presented to Council. 

 

  A very long discussion ensued after which Councilman Reimel motioned to 

 adopt the resolution, however no member of Council would 2nd the motion.  

 Councilman LaMont motioned to table this, and move it to the Action Items 

 for the November 6th meeting, Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in 

 favor, motion carried. 

 

4. South Main Streetscape Update:     Councilwoman Kelly provided an 

update to Council from Anthony Gangemi who works for PA American 

Water.  The project is postponed until Spring since the water company still 

has not obtained their permit from PennDot which has taken eighteen 

months so far. 

 



  Leeward Construction will be doing the work in the area, and the good news 

 of the project starting in the Spring is the businesses will not have to put up 

 with a bad road through the winter. 

 

 Councilman Schuster motioned to adjourn the meeting, Councilman LaMont 2nd 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  

Meeting Adjourned 8:27 p.m.   

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Lillian T. Senko 
 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary  


