
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting 

June 6, 2016 

7:00 PM 

 

President Sean Granahan called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor John Wilson read a prayer for guidance. 

 

President Granahan called upon Mayor Wilson to administer the Official Oath of 

Office to Jamie Holbert, who is being appointed to replace Tony Pickett until the 

next general election in 2017. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President Granahan questioned if anyone wanted to make 

any changes or additions to the Agenda.  The following additions were made: 

Action Item: # 6. Kost/Napa Subdivision. Discussion Item: #6. Penelec proposed 

rate increase; # 7. PSAB Award Recipient.  Motion was made to adopt the Agenda 

as amended by Judy Kelly; Todd Chamberlain 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President Granahan inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the May 2016 minutes.  A motion was made to accept minutes as 

presented by Tom LaMont; Judy Kelly 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Sean Granahan, Judy Kelly, Tom LaMont, Todd 

Chamberlain, Jamie Holbert 

 

Absent:   Craig Reimel (arrived at 7:10); Randy Schuster (arrived at 8:10) 

 

Other Officials Present:    John Wilson, Mayor; Marion O’Malley, Solicitor; 

Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:   

  

Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs    

RE:  Distinguished Service Award to Craig Reimel 

 



Montrose Borough Planning Commission    

RE:  Minutes, May 16, 2016 

 

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation    

RE:  Traffic Signals 

 

Stone House Investment Mgmt. LLC     

RE:  Unearned fees refunded 

 

Stone House Investment Mgmt. LLC     

RE:  Monthly Investment Report 

 

Stone House Investment Mgmt. LLC     

RE:  Quarterly Statement 

  

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania     

RE:  Pennsylvania Electric Company  

 

EarthRes Engineering and Science     

RE:  Permit Renewal Application/Air Quality 

 

Charter Communications       

RE:  Cable Franchise 

 

Susquehanna County Council of Governments             

RE:  May 17
th

 Agenda, March 15, 2016 Minutes 

 

Time Warner Cable       

RE:  Programming Changes 

 

Northern Tier Regional Planning & Development   

RE:  Update 

 

Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs    

RE:  Proposed Constitution Amendment 

 

President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or comments associated 

with the miscellaneous correspondence.  He stated the correspondence from 

PennDot was notifying the Borough the traffic signal will become the property of 

the Borough of Montrose.  President Granahan asked Ken DiPhillips to take a look 



at the traffic light before it becomes our property in August, to make sure it is 

working efficiently.  He said they already added the Penelec, and PSAB 

correspondence to the Agenda under Discussion Items.  No further comments. 

 

Discussion Item: 

 

7. PSAB 2016 Distinguished Service Award:     Judy said she would like to 

 acknowledge Craig Reimel as receiving the Distinguished Service Award 

 from PSAB, it’s quite an accomplishment.  Craig has been serving the 

 Borough in various positions since 1985.  All Council members extended 

 their Congratulations to Craig. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:      Chief Dale Smith, James McArthur, David Darrow, 

Larry Griffis, Jason Beardsley, Chris Oleniacz, Ken DiPhillips, Jamie Holbert, 

Corporal Andy Genneken, Regge Episale, Elaine Petrzala, Cynthia Goodman 

 

President Granahan asked if there were any members in the audience who would 

like to speak who were not listed on the Agenda.  Attorney Beardsley stated he 

may have to speak if they had any questions on the proposed subdivision.  Dave 

Darrow said he would like to provide an update on the EMA. 

 

Approval of A/P:      President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable. Todd said the Cintas’ bill was very 

high for the fire extinguisher maintenance.  He said he has Action Fire and his bills 

aren’t that high.  The Secretary will contact Action Fire to obtain pricing.  Todd 

also questioned a bill from Craig’s Photique; the Secretary stated it was to frame 

the pictures hanging on the walls of the Conference Room.  Craig motioned to 

approve payment of outstanding bills; Todd 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     President Granahan inquired if there were any questions 

or comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.  Craig 

motioned to accept the Payroll Report; Judy 2
nd

 the motion. All in favor, motion 

carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President Granahan inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

Report.  No questions or comments. 

 

 



Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  No questions or comments. 

Motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s Report by Tom; Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President Granahan inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  No questions or comments. 

 

Action Items: 

 

1. Ordinance to Vacate Harrington Street:     President Granahan informed 

everyone Marion O’Malley prepared the Ordinance to vacate Harrington 

Street, Ordinance number 2016-01.  Craig motioned to adopt Ordinance 

2016-01 to vacate Harrington Street; Tom 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

6. Approve Subdivision Kost and Napa Properties:     President Granahan 

 asked if the properties involved were all zoned the same.  The subdivision 

 was reviewed by the Montrose Planning Committee at their meeting on  

 May 16, 2016, and they have no problem with the exchange.  Since it is 

 dependent upon the road being vacated, Council would be able to approve it 

 once the vacation was passed.  Tom motioned to approve the subdivision as 

 presented, Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Street Department:      President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips, Supervisor.  

 

Ken asked Council for clarification for the Bill Evans job, since he was a little 

confused from the May Council meeting.  He said he was willing to do the job with 

the local excavator and he estimates the job would take approximately three to four 

days to complete the job.  He needs to purchase the pipe, and two trees need to be 

removed; can he move forward with the job?  Council inquired when he would be 

able to start the job.  Ken replied he has a few jobs in front of it, such as prepping 

the roads for pavement, the sidewalk and curb job on Chestnut Street.  President 

Granahan said he could proceed with the job as planned. 

 

The Street Department would like permission to work on a Sunday morning to 

paint the traffic lines since there is minimal traffic.  Council approved. 



Zoning Report:     President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Zoning Report provided by Mr. Watts.  No questions or 

comments. 

 

Police Department:   President Granahan asked if there were any items Chief 

Smith would like to report on, or if there were any questions or comments 

regarding the Police Report.  

 

President Granahan said the new Police reporting system lists citations, are these 

parking tickets?  Chief Smith responded; no, they are traffic citations for various 

reasons such as speeding, going through red light/stop sign, lights not working, etc.  

He said they had ninety-four traffic stops with thirty-three citations given, and 

sixty-one warnings. 

 

President Granahan said he would like to commend Briana Hollenbeck.  While she 

was patrolling the streets, she was checking the doors to the businesses.  Briana 

discovered the door to the Butler’s Pantry was unlocked; she contacted the owner, 

and waited until the owner arrived to lock the door.  President Granahan asked 

Chief Smith to express Council’s appreciation. 

 

Judy asked Chief Smith if there were any instances involving people trying to turn 

left at the corner of Cedar and Cherry Streets.  Chief Smith responded that he has 

not seen anyone, or any reports regarding people turning left onto Cherry.  

President Granahan said maybe more signs need to be put up since you cannot see 

the Stop sign or the No Left Turn sign until you get to the corner.  Chief Smith said 

he wasn’t sure, and will confirm the information with Ken DiPhillips.  But, he 

stated, the Stop sign must be on the right side of the road.  He said Ken may be 

able to put the No Left Turn sign on the left side of the road; he will check that out 

for Council. 

 

Municipal Authority:    President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report. No questions or 

comments. 

 

President Granahan said as long as Dave Darrow is here we can ask him if 

anything is going on at the MMA that they should know about.  Mr. Darrow 

replied that things are a status quo at the Authority. 

 



Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Wilson said people have been approaching him about 

wheelchairs having flags on them.  He said people can’t see the wheelchair in the 

crosswalk until they are very close; it’s a safety issue. 

 

Council spoke for a few minutes about the safety of the people in wheelchairs, and 

what they could do to help them be more noticeable to drivers.  Chief Smith said 

he’s ordered reflective decals in the past, to hand out to the children, perhaps he 

could order some more and hand them out to the people who need to use 

wheelchairs.  Council said that would be a good start, since they can’t force people 

to use flags on their chairs. 

 

Speaker: Victoria Roberge – Farmers Market 

 

 Ms. Roberge said they had their first Farmers Market event on Thursday June 

2
nd

, and it went well, and was lots of fun.  She said there are concerns about the 

parking arrangements and the flow of traffic.  Ms. Roberge informed Council 

she will also be speaking with Joe Hunt, but he is currently out of town. 

 

 There are cars in and out of the alley and she was wondering if the borough can 

block the alley on the north side of Tannery Place.  Cynthia Goodman stated 

she was there and suggests using orange cones to direct the traffic would be 

helpful. 

 

 President Granahan said it would make sense to assign a patrolman to the area 

at that time instead of blocking off the alley.  Chief Smith volunteered to go that 

week and see what needs to be done to keep people safe. 

 

 Ms. Roberge stated it’s a community event, an important event, and she would 

like it to succeed. 

 

Action Items: 

 

2. Sales Contract for Corner Lot:    President Granahan spoke with Council 

about some concerns of how the sales contract was drawn up.  Patty Aiken 

has herself as a dual agent, when in fact she is the listing agent working for 

the seller.   

 

 Solicitor O’Malley said the description of the property is very poor on the 

 deed.  The deed has the land broken up into parcels, with no clear 

 description.  She suggests the owner survey it, and put a better description 



 on the deed.  Solicitor O’Malley said a lawyer or a surveyor can create a 

 clear defined description of the property. 

 

 The corrections were noted on the Sales Agreement and Craig will take it 

 back to Patty Aiken for her to rewrite the agreement before Council signs the 

 document. 

 

3. Volleyball Court:      Craig said there are two volleyball courts at Memorial 

Park that have never seen a game.  He is suggesting a multipurpose court be 

paved, approximate size sixty by seventy that could be used for pickle ball, 

and other games. 

 

 Sixteen people are taking lessons to learn how to play Pickle Ball at the 

adult school, and there is a Pickle Ball Club. The adult school owns the nets 

and has been playing on a section of the basketball court.  They said they 

may be willing to donate some money to the new court. 

 

 Judy motioned to have the multipurpose court paved; Todd 2
nd

 the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

4. Approve 4
th

 of July Parade:     Craig motioned to approve the Kiwanis, 

Lions, and Rotary, “3 for the 4
th

 Committee” to hold the parade on July 4
th

; 

Randy 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

5. Approve to Pay Council and Mayor:       Randy motioned to approve 

payment to Council and Mayor, Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried.   

  

Discussion Items: 

 

1. 30 Day Review for Contracted Park Service:      Craig motioned to keep 

 Bush-Lunger Landscaping for the grass service at Memorial Park; Jamie 2
nd

 

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

2. Cynthia Goodman – Activities in the Park:      Cynthia Goodman 

 informed Council the Activities in the Park project was moving along.  

 Craig Owens is conducting the movie segment of the night, and a screen has 

 been purchased.  Ken DiPhillips will do a dry run with Mr. Owens with the 

 screen, to assure there will not be an issue the night of the showing. The 

 food for June will be pizza provided by Anthony’s, and there will also be 



 popcorn and lemonade to be purchased at a nominal price.  Water will be at 

 no charge, and the Dairy Princess contacted her to say they would be 

 providing free Root Beer Floats from 7-8 pm. 

 Ms. Goodman shared with Council a flyer she printed notifying residents 

 who live around the park that there will be free music and movies in the park 

 on June 17
th

, July 15
th
, and August 19

th
.  Music begins at 7:00 pm until dusk, 

 movie from dusk until done.   

 

 There will be no rain date for this function; if it rains it will be cancelled.  

 President Granahan said good luck. 

 

3. Discuss Montrose Borough Code: 64-6, 64-7, 64-8:     Solicitor O’Malley 

 was asked for her opinion on Code 64-8.  Does it refer to just contracted 

 services or to residents also?  She stated 64-8 stands alone and refers to the 

 Borough Code Chapter, and “intentionally burn garbage” reflects the Code 

 of the Borough. 

 

 Cynthia Goodman asked why Council was enforcing a burn ban on paper 

 and cardboard products when it’s more economically green to burn it instead 

 of the product to end up in a landfill. 

 

 Tom said when you have a neighbor in close proximity that is burning other 

 items with the paper and cardboard products it creates an air quality issue.  

 Garbage refuse has always been restricted, unfortunately people do not 

 comply and you can tell when garbage is burning black smoke. 

 

 Mr. McArthur stated a neighbor of his is still burning in his burn barrel, and 

 it’s normally on a Saturday night.  Council stated the procedure is to phone 

 the police department, or call 911 and say it is not an emergency but you 

 would like to have a police officer contact you about someone burning their 

 trash. 

 

 The Police Officer will take a report and notify the Borough Secretary of the 

 name and address of the offender.  The Borough Secretary will then forward 

 the information to our Codes Enforcement Officer to issue a Notice of 

 Violation. 

 

4. Drinker Street Issues:     A terra cotta pipe collapsed which created a hole 

 in the road; repairs were made by the Street Department. 

 



 An Ordinance was found stating the paper street located behind the 

 properties was vacated.  Craig said Abby Lewis was looking for this 

 documentation last year. 

 

5.  Next Steps – Re: House of Representative Response:      The New Milford 

 Borough sent out a letter to the State Representatives regarding gas leases 

 for borough residents who live in town who are not privy to obtaining gas 

 royalties even though their gas is being eradicated by nearby wells.  

 Multiple boroughs signed the letter with the same concerns as New Milford, 

 Montrose was one of them.  Rick Ainey is looking for feedback about the 

 letter, and suggestions on how to proceed. 

 

 The response letter spoke about setbacks and restrictions but did not cover 

 the question or concerns of the initial letter; whether this was a  

 misunderstanding or an evasion wasn’t known.  President Granahan 

 suggested a new letter with a more detailed concern be sent to the 

 Representatives.  Borough Secretary will pass along the suggestion to Rick 

 Ainey, who is President of the New Milford Borough Council 

 

6. Penelec Rate Increase:     President Granahan said he was very concerned 

 about the information received from the Office of Consumer Advocate 

 relaying information that Penelec filed a request with the Public Utility 

 Commission to increase the level of rates that it charges.  He said there are a 

 lot of elderly residents who would fall under a hardship with this increase.  

 President Granahan asked Solicitor O’Malley to write a letter objecting to 

 the increase, and schedule a public meeting with them. 

 

 

Speaker: Julanne Skinner – Wilson Street 

 

Julanne Skinner apologized for not being able to attend the meeting at an earlier 

time, she didn’t mean any disrespect.  She wanted to thank Council for the 

swale; it’s doing its job for the surface water.  Ms. Skinner said she was 

thankful for that.  The question she has is why the crown on the corner of Park 

and Wilson is heaving; shouldn’t it be something like a two percent grade?  Ms. 

Skinner asked if it was an indication of something going on with subsurface 

drainage issues, the crown has crocodile cracks in it. 

 

Ms. Skinner said her lawn is sinking; the sidewalks have seven to eight broken 

bluestones, and multiple water issues.  On the eastern side of the house there 



used to be seven drains, the road is flat, and there is no evidence of heaving.  

She would like to have the Borough’s engineer do some research and make 

some recommendations.  Ms. Skinner said maybe the road needs more drains, 

and she would like to have the situation rectified before she brings in soil, 

reseeds, and replaces the bluestone. 

 

President Granahan asked Council if Ken DiPhillips looked at it.  Craig said the 

crown may be a concern for Wilson; it’s conceivable since the water is coming 

off Park Street.  The water company has a device that magnifies the sign of 

moving water.  Craig said maybe they can come in and help the Street 

Department. 

 

Speaker: Barbara Clifford – Incinerator 

 

Barbara Clifford had information to hand out to Council regarding a meeting 

for the public to speak about an incinerator project coming into Susquehanna 

County in the New Milford area. 

 

She stated Europe has circular economics, they realize the earth has finite 

resources; they save and reuse the products.  Ms. Clifford said we need more 

programs like they have instead of building incinerators.  She urges all to attend 

this informative meeting. 

 

Speaker: Dave Darrow – Emergency Management 

 

Dave Darrow stated he would need some assistance in obtaining names of 

people living in the Borough who have special needs.  The information is 

needed for the report he is preparing for the Susquehanna Hazard Mitigation 

Plan.  Council members suggested he prepare a questionnaire or something to 

put into the tax bills that will be mailed.  Residents can then reply if they have 

special needs. 

 

Executive Session:      
 

President Granahan recessed the open meeting for an executive session at 

8:56 pm.   

 

At 9:11 pm President Granahan called the open meeting back to order. 

 

 



Randy motioned to hire Jessica Zaweski and Joshua Diddick as part time Police 

Officers, with a three month probationary period at fourteen dollars and fifty cents 

per hour; Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Judy motioned for Michael Lyden to join the Zoning Hearing Board, Craig 2
nd

 the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

 

 

Tom motioned to adjourn the meeting; Randy 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 9:16 PM 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lillian T. Senko 
 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 


