
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

October 1, 2018 

7:00 PM 

 

Council President Sean Granahan called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor Thomas LaMont said a prayer for guidance. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President Granahan questioned if anyone wanted to make 

any changes or additions to the Agenda. The following changes were made: 

Discussion Items: #4. Susquehanna County Hazard Mitigation Plan; #5. 

Streetscape Update. Motion was made to adopt the Agenda as modified by 

Councilman Craig Reimel; Councilwoman Judy Kelly 2nd the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President Granahan inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the September minutes.  A motion was made to accept minutes as 

presented by Councilman Reimel; Councilman Jamie Holbert 2nd the motion.  All 

in favor, motion carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Sean Granahan, Jamie Holbert, Todd Chamberlain, Craig 

Reimel, Judy Kelly, Tom Follert, Randy Schuster 

 

Absent:  All present 

 

Other Officials Present:     Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:   

 

Beirne Wealth Consulting      

RE:  August Investment Report 

 

PA Dept. of Transportation      

RE:  Liquid Fuels Notice 

 

Susquehanna County Assessment      

RE: Assessment Appeal 

 



Montrose Area Chamber of Commerce    

RE: Christmas in Montrose 

 

President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or comments associated 

with the miscellaneous correspondence. No questions or comments. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:       Chief Dale Smith, Staci Wilson, Ed Dewitt 

 

Approval of A/P:      President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable. No questions or comments. 

Councilman Randy Schuster motioned to approve payment of outstanding bills; 

Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     President Granahan inquired if there were any questions 

or comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.  

Councilman Schuster motioned to accept the Payroll Report; Councilwoman Kelly 

2nd the motion. All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President Granahan inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

Report.  No questions or comments. 

 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  Motion was made to accept the 

Treasurer’s Report by Councilman Reimel; Councilman Todd Chamberlain 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President Granahan inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  No questions or comments. 

 

Street Department:      President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips, Supervisor.      

 

Councilman Schuster motioned to approve the Street Department to order 100 ton 

of salt at fifty dollars and fifty cents per ton; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 



Councilman Schuster motioned to approve the Street Department to purchase four 

new tires for the 2015 Ford pick-up at a total CoStar price of eight hundred eight 

dollars; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Supervisor DiPhillips asked Teachout Lawn Care to provide a proposal on methods 

that would repair, eliminate weeds and promote healthy grass in the area of the 

Borough office property, and the corner lot.   

 

Councilman Reimel motioned to accept the proposal from Teachout Lawn Care 

dated 9/18/18 to aerate, seed and provide lawn applications; Councilwoman Kelly 

2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Building Code Report:     President Granahan asked if there were any questions 

or comments on the Building Code Report provided by Mr. Grimm.  No questions 

or comments. 

 

Zoning Report:     President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Zoning Report provided by Mr. Watts.  No questions or 

comments. 

 

Police Department:   President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Police Report.   

 

Chief Smith reported the Police Department had no needs or wants for this month.  

He provided Mayor LaMont with the information for purchasing a new police 

vehicle, a Ford F150.  Chief Smith said Ford is not manufacturing many cars, 

mainly SUV’s or trucks, and he would like to keep the business local.  The F150 

was purchased for the Susquehanna County Detectives and they are very pleased 

with it. 

 

Municipal Authority:    President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report.  No questions or 

comments. 

  

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Tom LaMont said he didn’t have anything specific to 

report, but he’s working with the Police Chief on various items.  He would also 

like to advertise again in the Scranton Times for a part-time officer. 

 

Council spoke for a few moments about the open positions in the department and 

the lack of applications.  It was suggested to contact the college and place an ad on 



a bulletin board.  Borough Secretary will contact Lackawanna college to see if they 

have a section for help wanted advertisements at the Academy. 

 

 Speaker:  Ed Dewitt 

 

Mr. Dewitt started by thanking Council, Street Department, Police Department and 

the Borough Secretary for all the assistance over the years for the 4th of July 

Parade. 

 

The Rotary Club dissolved effective July 1, 2018 due to lack of membership so 

they will no longer be involved with the parade, its just the Kiwanis and Lions 

moving forward.  Mr. Dewitt said a new name would have to be given to the 

parade group. 

 

Mr. Dewitt said he attended the meeting hoping for an open dialog with his 

concerns regarding the parade.  He said a lot of organizations throw candy from the 

cars and floats; children run out into the street in front of vehicles to pick it up.  

Mr. Dewitt is very concerned someone is going to get seriously hurt.  He doesn’t 

want to stop the candy entirely, but they may have no choice if dangerous acts 

continue and he is asking for Councils help. 

 

When the parade starts he can speak with every group and if they throw candy 

from the middle of the road they can be removed from the parade, and never 

invited back again. 

 

Mayor LaMont said he noticed an aggressiveness of adults and children lately, and 

he reiterated the process of having a walker give out candy near the curb especially 

on Public Avenue. 

 

President Granahan asked Mr. Dewitt his process, and suggested when the KL 

sends out the paperwork this year to make it a requirement throwing candy must be 

conducted only by a walker, not by anyone riding in a vehicle or next to the 

vehicle.  Mr. Dewitt said sometimes people just show up the day of the parade 

without registering.  If they do attend this way Mr. Dewitt can inform them of the 

requirement for candy. 

 

Another option the Police car leading the parade can provide an announcement 

over the loudspeaker for people to stay back not go into the streets to pick up 

candy. 

 



Mr. Dewitt said he would put some ideas on paper and send it as a memo to 

Council to review.  If the new process doesn’t work they may ban candy altogether 

from the participants giving them out in 2020. 

 

Action Items: 

 

1. Northern Tier to Use Conference Room:      Councilman Reimel motioned 

to permit Northern Tier to use the conference room for a meeting on October 

2nd; Councilman Schuster 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

2. Town Messaging System:     Councilman Reimel motioned to engage in a 

Borough notification system at sixty-nine dollars per month with a two 

hundred dollar set up fee; Councilman Follert 2nd the motion.  Voting as 

follows: 

 Councilman Chamberlain: Nay 

 Councilman Reimel: Yay 

 Councilman Follert: Yay 

 Councilwoman Kelly: Yay 

 Councilman Schuster: Yay 

 Councilman Holbert: Yay 

 Motion carried. 

 

3.  Pay Budgeted Contribution $1,000.00 Library:     Councilman Schuster 

motioned to pay one thousand dollars to the Susquehanna County Library 

for their 2018 contribution; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

4. Pay Budgeted Contribution $37,000.00 United Fire Company:     

 Councilman Schuster motioned to pay thirty-seven thousand dollars for the 

 2018 contribution to United Fire Company; Councilman Reimel 2nd the 

 motion.  All in favor, motion carried.   

 

5. Set Time for Trick or Treaters 5-8 and 9 o’clock Curfew:     Councilman 

Reimel motioned to set Trick or Treat time between 5 o’clock p.m. and 8 

o’clock p.m. with a 9 o’clock p.m. curfew; Councilman Chamberlain 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried.   

 

6. Approve Ad for Halloween:     Councilman Chamberlain motioned to place 

and ad in the local newspapers informing residents of the Trick or Treat and 



curfew time; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

7. Accept Audit:     Councilman Reimel motioned to accept the 2017 Financial 

Statement for the Montrose Borough; Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

 Councilman Chamberlain asked if they could look for a different company 

since the audit has been coming out clean the past five years.  President 

Granahan said they could certainly put out a Request for Proposal before the 

next audit. 

 

8. Volunteer Fire Relief Money Release Approval:     Councilman Reimel 

motioned to release the funds received from the Volunteer Fire Relief to the 

United Fire Company; Councilman Chamberlain 2nd the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

9. Approve United Fire Co. Parade of Lights November 24th at 6:30 p.m.     

Councilman Reimel motioned to approve United Fire Company to hold their 

Parade of Lights on November 24th at 6:30 p.m.; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

1. Christmas Decorations for Downtown Area:      Borough Secretary stated 

she has a one-thousand-dollar commitment towards Christmas Decorations 

for downtown area and suggested lighted swags over Public Avenue. 

 

 Councilman Follert stated the Christmas tree is not in a good location, and 

the area does not look festive. Lights over Public Avenue would make the 

area resplendent, especially since Christmas in Montrose is a growing event. 

 

 Council spoke for a few minutes and said they would need to see some 

samples of decorations that were suggested.  They also stated there were 

only two locations on Public Avenue with current active electricity the 

swags would be able to connect to.  Another problem was who would put up 

the decorations since the Borough does not have a bucket truck. 

 

 Tabled until November 5th meeting for further discussion.  

 



2. Feral Cats – Cliff Street:     Councilwoman Kelly said the cats are all over 

Cliff Street and also on Cedar Street.  Councilman Schuster said there was a 

program to catch and released them to another location. 

 

 Staci Wilson stated after listening to the feral cat issues in other 

municipalities the best program was to catch, neuter, and release back to the 

same location.  If not, other herds will move in.  The feral cats only have a 

3-year life expectancy, and they are a problem everywhere. 

 

 President Granahan stated they did a program in Old Forge they caught the 

cats and release them somewhere else and they saw an increase in rabbits by 

the thousands. 

 

 Feeding stations are a good start with keeping the cats in a centralized 

location. Will continue discussion as needed. 

 

3. Act-172 Firefighter Tax Credit Guidance:      Literature was presented to 

Council on Act-172.  Council is waiting to hear from the United Fire 

Company to see if this would aid them in recruitment. 

 

4. Susquehanna Hazard Mitigation Plan:     Susquehanna County 

Department of Public Safety sent a letter to Borough Officials inquiring if 

they would be adopting the Susquehanna County Hazard Mitigation Plan or 

creating their own. 

 

 Council discussed the options and opted for a resolution to adopt the 

Susquehanna County Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The resolution will be 

prepared by the Borough Secretary following the guidelines sent by the 

Susquehanna County Department of Public Safety and send for review by 

Solicitor Briechle to be adopted at the November 5th Council meeting. 

 

5. Streetscape Update:      Councilwoman Kelly provided Council with an 

update of the progress of the Streetscape Project.  Pennsylvania American 

Water Company will work through the fall and into the winter as possible 

depending upon the weather. 

 

 

 

 

 



Miscellaneous Discussion 

 

Councilman Chamberlain asked if number three under Old Business which 

addresses the tax-exempt status for the Montrose Theater could be taken off the 

agenda.   

 

President Granahan stated even though the owners of the theater are a tax-

exempt entity, the physical space requesting a tax-exempt status also needed to 

be used as the same.  Since the theater is not used for that purpose it cannot 

acquire a tax-exempt status and can be removed from the agenda. 

Mayor LaMont informed Council Chief Smith would like Jim Smith promoted 

to Sargent taking over the duties of Officer Michael Hornak who is no longer 

on the force.  Chief Smith stated Officer Smith would be in charge when he was 

not on duty, cover for him when he is on vacation, and provide a chain of 

command.  Officer Smith would also be in charge of the evidence in the 

department. 

 

      Councilman Chamberlain motioned to promote Officer Jim Smith to Sargent;              

Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

 Mayor LaMont said they will discuss the positions pay rate at budget time. 

 

Councilman Chamberlain questioned if anyone was having problems receiving 

bills from Penelec.  He said for the past several months a bill was skipped every 

other month.  Council members responded they did not have a problem, and he 

should contact Penelec and let them know there is a problem.  Another solution is 

to sign up for electronic statements which would come in the form of an email. 

 

Councilman Reimel motioned to adjourn the meeting; Councilman Schuster 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:23 PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lillian T. Senko 
 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 


