
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting 

October 3, 2016 

7:00 PM 

 

President Sean Granahan called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor John Wilson read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President Granahan questioned if anyone wanted to make 

any changes or additions to the Agenda.  The following additions were made: 

Action Item: # 5. Pay Fire Company Annual Contribution; #6. Pay the Library 

Annual Contribution; #7. Release Funds to Fire Company; #8. Councilman Holbert 

to attend newly elected officials training. Discussion Items: # 3. Pine Street; #4. 

Memorial Park; #5. Large Trucks/no mufflers.  Executive Session regarding 

Personnel was requested by Randy Schuster.  Motion was made to adopt the 

Agenda as amended by Councilman Chamberlain; Councilman LaMont 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President Granahan inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the August 2016 minutes.  A motion was made to accept minutes as 

presented by Councilman Schuster; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Sean Granahan, Judy Kelly, Jamie Holbert, Tom LaMont, 

Craig Reimel, Todd Chamberlain, Randy Schuster 

 

Absent:   All in attendance 

 

Other Officials Present:     John Wilson, Mayor; Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:   

  

Beirne Wealth Consulting       

RE:  August Investment Report 

 

Charter Communications        

RE:  Changes 



 

 

Susq. County Council of Governments     

RE:  July 19, 2016 Minutes, Sept. 20, 2016 Agenda 

 

President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or comments associated 

with the miscellaneous correspondence.  No questions or comments. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:      James McArthur, Ken DiPhillips, Corporal Andy 

Genneken, Jenny Olin, John Watts, Chief Dale Smith 

 

President Granahan asked if there were any members in the audience who would 

like to speak who are not listed on the Agenda.  

 

Approval of A/P:      President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable. No questions or comments. 

Councilman Schuster motioned to approve payment of outstanding bills; 

Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     President Granahan inquired if there were any questions 

or comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.  

Councilman Reimel motioned to accept the Payroll Report; Councilwoman Kelly 

2nd the motion. All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President Granahan inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

Report.  No questions or comments. 

 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  Councilman Schuster stated on 

page twenty-seven of the report it still states Stone House which is no longer in 

effect, and the information should be updated to the correct firm which is now 

Beirne Wealth.  Motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s Report by Councilman 

LaMont; Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President Granahan inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  No questions or comments. 

 



Street Department:      President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips, Supervisor.  

 

Supervisor DiPhillips questioned Council on when they would like him to start the 

leaf collection, they replied mid-October when the leaves start falling. 

 

The sidewalk is heaving by the Sporting Goods store created by the tree roots 

stated Supervisor DiPhillips.  Councilman LaMont said the roots should be 

trimmed, and in order to do that the sidewalk would need to be cut.  Councilman 

Schuster said the Restoration Committee was in charge of that project, see what 

they are going to do about rectifying the problem.  Supervisor DiPhillips stated 

Doug Overton was aware of the problem.  President Granahan said to get in touch 

with Brown Hill Tree Company to see what they can do, and obtain pricing. 

 

Supervisor DiPhillips said he would like to place the order for salt for the 2016-

2017 winter season which is under the CoStar pricing.  Councilman Schuster 

motioned for the salt to be ordered; Councilman Chamberlain 2nd the motion.  All 

in favor, motion carried. 

 

PennDot was contacted regarding the trees on the state roads in town; Supervisor 

DiPhillips stated they do not have any plans or money in their budget to trim any 

of the trees. 

 

Councilman Chamberlain made a motion to have the Street Department trucks 

rust-proofed at a cost of $179.00 per truck; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All 

in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilman Reimel said the time is approaching to take down the skateboard 

equipment.  He said after the leaves are done would be a good time, and he’ll see if 

he can recruit some help for the project. 

 

Chief Dale Smith asked Council if they knew who takes care of the benches in 

town since they look really bad.  Council replied the benches were donated a while 

ago, and the Borough does not own them.  Chief Smith said he would be willing to 

repair them since they look so bad, Council approved. 

 

Zoning Report:     President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Zoning Report provided by Mr. Watts since he was present to 

answer any questions. 

 



John Watts said he’s been very busy with the Borough’s Zoning affairs and he’s 

been checking with the Magistrate’s office with outstanding Citations. 

 

President Granahan said he and Councilman Reimel met with Mr. Watts and Joe 

Hunt to go over the services they offer, specifically the Building Code Officer’s 

(BCO) position.  He said they would stop their affiliation with Council of 

Governments (COG) and appoint JHA for the services of BCO and Engineer of 

record. 

 

Councilman Schuster motioned to appoint JHA Engineer of Record, advertise 

Building Fee Schedule, and Building Code Appeals Board; Councilman Reimel 2nd 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carries. 

 

Police Department:   President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Police Report.   

 

Chief Smith said the Police Department’s 2010 Charger has eighty thousand miles 

on it and under no warranty.  They’ve had problems with the car from the start, and 

even though they haven’t paid for the repairs it’s been down in Tunkhannock 

numerous times for repairs.  Chief Smith said they had to rebuild the motor at 

thirty thousand miles. 

 

The car they priced is one like the State Police have, it’s a Ford Sedan, all-wheel 

drive fully loaded with Police equipment, turnkey delivery at a price of thirty-four 

thousand three hundred dollars.  Chief Smith said they would take the 2010 

Charger as a trade in with a value of three thousand nine hundred dollars. 

 

Councilman Chamberlain motioned to purchase the new Police vehicle at a price 

of thirty-four thousand three hundred dollars, and trade in the 2010 Charger; 

Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Chief Smith provided an update on the “Fill the Cruiser” event which took place 

on Saturday, October 1st in Ray’s Supermarket parking lot.  He said the community 

dropped off: eight-hundred ninety pounds of dry food, three-hundred seventy cans 

of food, thirty-four packages of treats, one hundred eighty pounds of cat litter, 

cleaning supplies, toys, and two hundred sixty dollars to go towards new kennels. 

 

Corporal Andy Genneken informed Council that other communities were painting 

a blue stripe in-between the yellow stripes on the road to show support for the 

Police, and he would like to know if Council would consider doing the same thing 



in Montrose.  President Granahan said Council would be in favor of sponsoring 

that promotion of supporting the Police. 

 

Municipal Authority:    President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report.  No questions or 

comments. 

  

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Wilson said many residents reported to him they are 

happy with the completed drainage project, it looks good.  Councilman Reimel 

said in the spring, more top soil will be added. 

 

Action Items: 

 

1. Jim McArthur Home Business Request:     President Granahan asked Mr. 

Watts a few questions on his report to Council after examining Mr. 

McArthur’s home business site.  Councilman Reimel informed Mr. 

McArthur to place a screen or something to that effect to section off the 

additional area over the allotted four-hundred-foot space.  Councilman 

Reimel motioned to approve Mr. McArthur’s request for Conditional Use 

Permit for operating a home based business; Councilman LaMont 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

2. Donation Match $2,800. For ‘Historic District” Signage:      

Councilwoman Kelly motioned to approve the match donation of $2,800.00 

for the Historic Society to purchase the signage, Councilman Reimel 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

 Councilman Reimel motioned to waive the sign permit fee, Councilman 

LaMont 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

3. Street Department to Install Signs:     Councilman Reimel motioned to 

have the Street Department install the Historic District signs; Councilman 

Chamberlain 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

4. Tree Company Bids:     President Granahan and Council reviewed the 

spreadsheet with the pricing from the two companies who turned in the bids, 

JJ Carpenter, and Brown Hill Tree Farm.  Councilman Reimel asked why 

DB Tree Company wasn’t on the list.  The Borough Secretary said he didn’t 

turn in a bid per tree as requested, he only provided a total quote, so his 

submission was rejected.  She said she phoned him first thing in the morning 



and informed him he must have the bid per tree and he could turn it in up 

until 7:00 p.m., and she didn’t hear from him or receive another bid.   

 

 Council discussed the bids, and said both companies came very close to each 

other in pricing.  Brown Hill Tree Farm’s pricing was better overall, but JJ 

Carpenter had prices that were lower in some cases.  Councilman Reimel 

motioned to have the residents sent a letter with pricing, and let them decide 

who they want to go with since it isn’t fair if to be forced to pay additional 

money because of Council’s choice of vendor; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

  

5. Fire Company Annual Contribution:     Councilwoman Kelly motioned to 

issue a check to the Montrose United Fire Company in the amount of 

$37,000.00; Councilman LaMont 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

6. Susquehanna County Library Annual Contribution:    Councilwoman 

Kelly motioned to issue a check to the Susquehanna County Library in the 

amount of $1,000.00; Councilman LaMont 2nd the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

7. Release Funds to Montrose United Fire Company:     Councilman Reimel 

motioned to release the $ 8,866.29 from the Volunteer Fire Relief Fund to 

the Montrose United Fire Company; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

8. Newly Elected Official Training Course:     Councilwoman Kelly 

motioned for Councilman Holbert to attend the Newly Elected Official 

Training Course to be held in Gettysburg on October 14th and to provide for 

room and lodging, meals, and mileage reimbursement; Councilman LaMont 

2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

1. JHA Proposal:      This topic was discussed and recorded under Zoning 

Report. 

1. Ordinance to Adopt JHA as Building Code Official:      Solicitor 

O’Malley will be notified to review what is needed to adopt JHA as the new 

BCO, and will advertise accordingly 



2. Ordinance to Adopt Montrose Borough Building Permit Fee 

Schedule:  Building Permit Fee Schedule is by Resolution and will be 

prepared for adoption at the November 7th Council meeting. 

3. Ordinance to Adopt the Building Code Appeals Board:  Solicitor 

O’Malley will prepare the Ordinance to adopt the Building Code Appeals 

Board, and will advertise accordingly. 

4. Ordinance to Adopt the International Building Code:  Not necessary. 

 

2. Susquehanna Clean Air Network:     President Granahan said there was 

talk in New Milford going on regarding the incinerator, he suggested this 

topic be tabled until news of what New Milford is going to do is heard.  

Councilman Chamberlain stated we can offer them our support. 

 

3. Pine Street:    President Granahan said he is concerned for the welfare of 

pedestrians, and motor vehicles due to large SUV’s parking too close to the 

corner on Pine Street.  His suggestion was to have a sign put up which 

would read: “No Parking from here to corner”, but the street is owned by the 

County.  Chief Smith said he would look at the SUV that parks there and see 

if he knows who the owner is and suggest they park in another location.  He 

said there is regulations about how far you have to be from a corner, and if 

the need arises he can ticket the vehicle. 

 

4. Memorial Park:     Councilman Reimel stated he would like to have one 

outlet, and one light put in at the park pavilion.  The Lions donated the cable 

necessary to do the work, and the Street Crew would make a trench to run 

the cable.  

 

 Councilman Reimel said the electric supply to the lower pole at 53 Cherry 

Street was never shut off.  He would like to have the Street Crew trench for 

the electric to go where the white spruce tree will be planted.  Councilman 

Reimel said Spectrum Electric can mount a meter base right to the pole.  He 

is estimating the cost of both jobs not to exceed one thousand dollars.   

 

 Councilman Reimel motioned to approve one thousand dollars for various 

electrical work in both areas; Councilman Schuster 2nd the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

5. Big Trucks:     Councilman Chamberlain asked if the older diesel trucks 

were required to have mufflers, since there is an exhaust restriction. One 

truck that is parked on Jessup Street is quiet, but the other truck runs his 



muffler.  Chief Smith said he and Patrol Officer Smith were working on the 

issue of trucks parking in residential areas. 

 

Old Business: 

 

1. Approve or Deny Request for Scrapbook Workshop:     Council 

members discussed an article written in PSAB magazine about people using 

their meeting room for this type of workshop.  They said the products used 

such as glue, sparkles, and other small items were ground into the carpet and 

they weren’t able to clean it.  Councilman LaMont stated the VFW would 

probably have space for them to conduct their workshop instead of using the 

meeting room. 

 

Executive Session:     
 

President Granahan recessed the open meeting at 8:17 p.m. 

At 8:27 p.m. President Granahan called the open meeting back to order. 

 

 

Councilman Reimel motioned to adjourn the meeting; Councilman LaMont 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:28 PM 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lillian T. Senko 
 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 


