
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

May 7, 2018 

7:00 PM 

 

Council President Sean Granahan called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor Tom LaMont said a prayer for guidance. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President Granahan questioned if anyone wanted to make 

any changes or additions to the Agenda. The following changes were made: 

Executive Session: Personnel and Litigation. Motion was made to adopt the 

Agenda as modified by Councilman Tom Follert; Councilman Jamie Holbert 2nd 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President Granahan inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the April minutes.  A motion was made to accept minutes as 

presented by Councilman Todd Chamberlain; Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Sean Granahan, Judy Kelly, Jamie Holbert, Todd 

Chamberlain, Tom Follert 

 

Absent:  Craig Reimel, Randy Schuster (joined meeting at 8:09) 

 

Other Officials Present:     Tom LaMont, Mayor; Michael Briechle, Solicitor; 

Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:   

 

Beirne Wealth Consulting      

RE: March Report 

 

Beirne Wealth Consulting      

RE: Quarterly Report Jan-March 

 

Zoning Hearing Board       

RE: Annual Organizational / Administrative Meeting 

 



Cabot           

RE:  Gas Well 

 

CoStars Connection       

RE:  Newsletter 

 

Montrose Minute Men       

RE:  Fund Drive 

 

Community Foundation of the Endless Mtns    

RE:  Camp Archbald 

 

President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or comments associated 

with the miscellaneous correspondence. No questions or comments. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:       Elaine Petrzala, Patricia Aiken, Jenny Olin, Jessie 

Cain, Chief Dale Smith, Corporal Andy Genneken, Ken DiPhillips, Alice Walsh, 

Michelle Birchard, Carol Peckins, Kelly Calby, Richard Griffith, Mary Keihl, 

Joseph Kempa, Reggie Sheffield, Cynthia Goodman, Nicole LaBarre, Ellen 

Mulligan, Victoria Roberge, Joan Eidenier, John Eidenier 

 

Approval of A/P:      President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable. No questions or comments. 

Councilman Follert motioned to approve payment of outstanding bills; 

Councilwoman Judy Kelly 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     President Granahan inquired if there were any questions 

or comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.  

Councilman Chamberlain motioned to accept the Payroll Report; Councilwoman 

Kelly 2nd the motion. All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President Granahan inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

Report.  No questions or comments. 

 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  Motion was made to accept the 



Treasurer’s Report by Councilman Holbert; Councilman Follert 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President Granahan inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  Councilman Chamberlain had a question on 

the workers compensation and why it was so high over budget.  Secretary will have 

the Bookkeeper contact Councilman Chamberlain for the answer. 

 

Street Department:      President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips, Supervisor.      

 

Some of the trees along the bank are dead or dying and during a storm in April a 

branch fell and damaged the Police Secretary’s car.  Supervisor DiPhillips stated 

her back window was broken along with several dents.  He said he obtained a 

quote for eight hundred dollars ($800.00) to one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) from 

DB Tree to remove several trees from the bank and a few from the corner lot. 

Councilman Chamberlain motioned to have DB Tree cut down the damaged trees; 

Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Supervisor DiPhillips requested permission to order eight (8) pails of white line 

paint for a cost of six hundred fifty-one dollars ($651.00) to paint the crosswalks in 

the Borough.  A motion was made by Councilman Chamberlain to order the paint; 

Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Building Code Report:     President Granahan asked if there were any questions 

or comments on the Building Code Report provided by Mr. Grimm. No comments 

or questions 

 

Zoning Report:     President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Zoning Report provided by Mr. Watts.  No comments or 

questions. 

 

Police Department:   President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Police Report.   

 

Chief Smith reported the Police Department had another busy month. 

Councilwoman Kelly said good job with the six related drug charges. 

 

Solicitor Briechle stated he’s working on the Naloxone (Narcan) Policy, and he is 

still gathering information on the supply and how its administered. 



The County Seat was discussed in length about its public drunkenness, blowing 

past the 11 o’clock curfew with the music and karaoke, empty containers spewed 

around the streets among other things.  Councilman Chamberlain stated Chief 

Smith will speak with the owners to rectify the nuisance.  

 

Attorney Briechle said a Dash Camera Policy needs to be implemented for the 

amount of time the Police Department keeps the information.  

 

Municipal Authority:    President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report.  No questions or 

comments. 

  

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Tom LaMont stated he was involved with interviews 

for part-time Police Officers.  He also reported the United Fire Company 

responded to one hundred twenty-nine calls so far this year. 

 

Action Items: 

 

1. Approve KLR Request 4th of July Parade:      Councilwoman Kelly 

motioned to permit the annual KLR 4th of July Parade and activities on July 

4th; Councilman Follert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

2. Review and Approve Aiken Subdivision:     Councilman Chamberlain 

motioned to approve the Aiken subdivision which would add additional 

property to 363 Grow Avenue (Hot Pies) location for parking; 

Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

3.  Gas Rights:     President Granahan stated only one bid was received for 

selling off the Borough’s gas rights submitted by Cabot Oil & Gas.  

President Granahan tabled the action pending discussion between Solicitor 

Briechle and Cabot representatives about particular addendum provisions. 

 

4. Open True & Level Bids and Award Contract:     Only one bid was 

received for the True & Leveling roadwork to be completed in the Borough.  

Due to a lack of response Council decided to seek additional bids to be 

opened during the June 4th regularly scheduled Council meeting.  An ad will 

be placed in the local papers seeking bids.  The one bid from New Enterprise 

Stone and Lime Company Inc. will be accepted and tabled until June 4th. 

 



5. Open Micro Paving Bid and Award Contract:      Two bids were received 

for the Micro Paving Project requesting bids for twenty-five thousand five 

hundred thirty (25,530) square yards of Polymer Modified Emulsified 

Asphalt Paving System.  Suite-Kote Corporation bid two dollars and sixty-

nine cents ($2.69) per square yard for a total price of sixty-eight thousand 

six hundred seventy-five dollars and seventy cents ($68,675.70). Vestal 

Asphalt, Inc. bid one dollar and seventy-three and three cents ($1.733) per 

square yard for a total price of forty-four thousand two hundred forty-three 

dollars and forty-nine cents ($44,243.49). Councilman Follert motioned to 

accept Vestal Asphalt, Inc. as the low bidder; Councilman Holbert 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

6.  Approve DB Trees to Cut Down Trees on Borough Property:     Refer to 

motion and approval under Street Department. 

 

7. Approve Advertising Expense for Movies at the Park:     Councilman 

Follert motioned to approve advertising cost for the summer event Movies at 

the Park organized by Cynthia Goodman; Councilman Holbert 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Speaker:  Jessie Cain regarding metered parking in Montrose 

 

Ms. Cain said there were no meters in town in 1968, but there was plenty of 

stores in the Borough.  She said people would park in the middle of the street, 

go do your shopping and not have to worry about meters. Now there are meters 

and no stores to speak of. 

 

She was called as a juror, saw a nice parking spot and proceeded to put in the 

four quarters for the eight hours, not knowing the meter would recognize only 

two hours.  When she came out she saw a ticket for five dollars ($5.00) on her 

windshield, she felt ripped off. 

 

Ms. Cain said the town doesn’t have much commerce now, and none will be 

coming if you harass them with tickets.  She said the Borough used to put bags 

on the meters, when did they get that greedy to rip off people in the County, 

that’s not going to bring people into Montrose. 

 

Councilwoman Kelly stated the meters were there to assure people coming in to 

shop or conduct business would be able to find a parking space.  Without the 

meters the Courthouse employees would fill up all the available spaces for the 



entire day.  Councilman Chamberlain reiterated Councilwoman Kelly’s 

statement and said it happened before with the employees taking up available 

spots and they don’t want it to happen again. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

1. Williams Grant for Memorial Park:      William pledged a Grant to the 

Borough of Montrose for five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) to replace the 

baseball backstop and provide a fence around the pickleball court.  The 

initial request was for ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) with the Lions Club 

donating two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) towards the cost.  Since the 

fencing will cost more than seven thousand dollars ($7,000.00) a request was 

made to Council to donate the additional five thousand dollars ($5,000.00).  

Councilwoman Kelly motioned to allow an additional five thousand dollars 

($5,000.00) to be allotted to the Memorial Park fencing upgrade; 

Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

2. Letter and Suggestions from Bob Wert:     President Granahan asked what 

it was all about, and if everyone read the letter.  No further comments were 

given to this subject. 

 

3. Consider Additional Handicap Spaces in Front of Courthouse:       The 

only two handicap spaces near the Courthouse are in a lot specifically stated 

parking for Magistrate.  Courthouse employees recently faced the need to 

park in the handicap spots and people visiting the courthouse who had 

handicap plates and/or placards had no parking options near the entrance of 

the courthouse.  It was determined by the Parking Enforcement Officer 

handicap parking areas were lacking since he is constantly out with the 

public and listen to their concerns.  The Borough Secretary was also 

approached by people coming into the office to express their concerns 

regarding the new Courthouse entrance and no handicap spaces. 

 

 It would help people with disabilities if two spaces with meters on the same 

side of the Courthouse would be painted blue and designated as handicap 

parking areas.  President Granahan tabled the discussion to June’s meeting 

to give people enough time to investigate it further. 

 

4. Cannabis Dispensary:     If there is an interest in providing this service it 

would go through the normal course of events of renting/buying, Zoning, 

and Codes. No need to discuss this issue further at this time. 



5. Review Revision of “Fence Ordinance”:     Solicitor Briechle will work on 

this to determine what, if any, language needs to be added to the current 

Ordinance.  Move to Old Business. 

 

Speaker:   Cynthia Goodman regarding “Spite Fence” bordering her property 

 

Cynthia Goodman attended the meeting along with eight neighbors disputing 

the fence bordering her property.  Ms. Goodman stated it isn’t a privacy fence, 

it’s a spite fence since its blocking her off from her neighborhood.  Several 

people spoke up who have neighboring properties and stated it looks terrible 

and their afraid it will damage the value of their homes if they decide to sell. 

 

There is trash piling up on Ms. Goodman’s side of the fence, and unsightly and 

dangerous screws protruding from the fence is still very visible.  Nothing has 

been done to correct any of her concerns, and she is wondering when the fence 

was going to be inspected. 

 

Ms. Goodman is concerned with the way the current Ordinance is written for 

fences, she stated its too vague, and language needs to be added.  

 

Councilman Chamberlain motioned to have Solicitor Briechle address the 

issues of the fence, and if the need arises to prosecute on behalf of the Borough; 

Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Executive Session:     
 

President Granahan recessed the open meeting at 8:30 p.m. 

At 8:50 p.m. President Granahan called the open meeting back to order. 

 

Councilman Schuster motioned to adjourn the meeting; Councilman Chamberlain 

2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:54 PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lillian T. Senko 
 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 


