
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

July 8, 2019 

7:00 PM 

 

Council President Sean Granahan called the meeting to Order at 7:00 

p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.   

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President Granahan questioned if anyone wanted to 

make any changes or additions to the Agenda. The following items were 

added: Action Items: #2. Review Map for Proposed Zoning Change. 

Discussion Items: #3 Tornado.  Motion was made to adopt the Agenda with 

additions by Councilman Tom Follert; Councilwoman Judy Kelly 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President Granahan inquired if there were any 

changes or corrections to the June minutes.  A motion was made to accept 

minutes as presented by Councilman Follert; Councilman Jamie Holbert 2nd 

the motion. All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:  Judy Kelly, Craig Reimel, Sean Granahan, Tom 

Follert, Jamie Holbert, Randy Schuster 

 

Absent:   Todd Chamberlain 

 

Other Officials Present:     Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:   

 

Beirne Wealth Consulting      

RE: April 2019 Investment Report 

 

Briechle Law Office       

RE: Letter to Murphy, Dougherty and Company 

 

Susquehanna County Tax Collection Committee   

RE: Annual Meeting 

 

 



Susquehanna County Historical Society    

RE: Invitation     

 

PA Department of Environmental Protection    

RE:  State Police Fines & Penalties 

 

Montrose Borough Zoning Hearing Board    

RE:  April Minutes 

 

PA Department of Environmental Protection    

RE:  Hinds Oil Company 

 

Montrose Restoration Committee      

RE:  Thank you 

 

Pennsylvania House Bill Proposal      

RE:  Information 

             

President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or comments 

associated with the miscellaneous correspondence.  No questions or 

comments. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:       Sergeant Jim Smith, Stanley Griffis, Dan 

Backer, Joe Andre, Karen Van DeGriek, Gordan Thomas Jr., Chris 

Cosmello, Jack Taylor, Jim McArthur, Ken Foster, Dan Zaleski, Austin 

Zaleski, Jenny Olin, Doug Sivers, Ken DiPhillips, Cindy Beaman, Carole 

Canfield, Staci Wilson, Frank Pitkowski 

 

President Granahan asked if any members were here to speak that were not 

on the Agenda.   

 

Approval of A/P:      President Granahan inquired if there were any 

questions or comments on submitted Accounts Payable. Councilman Craig 

Reimel motioned to approve payment of outstanding bills; Councilman 

Follert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     President Granahan inquired if there were any 

questions or comments on submitted Payroll report. Councilman Randy 

Schuster motioned to accept the Payroll Report; Councilman Holbert 2nd the 

motion. All in favor, motion carried.  



 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President Granahan inquired if there 

were any questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts 

Receivable/Deposit Report.  No questions or comments. 

 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President Granahan asked if anyone had any 

questions or comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  Motion was 

made to accept the Treasurer’s Report by Councilman Reimel; Councilman 

Follert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President Granahan inquired if anyone had any questions 

or comments on the presented material.  No questions or comments. 

 

Street Department:      President Granahan asked if anyone had any 

questions on the Street Department Report. 

 

Supervisor Ken DiPhillips informed Council he spoke with Ed Cruge from 

the Pennsylvania American Water Company and the water company will 

pay for their portion of the curb they damaged during a repair which is 

approximately six to eight feet.  The price the borough received from 

Leeward for curbing is sixty dollars per linear foot. 

 

Street Department is working with PennDot for drainage issues on 

Chenango Street where the pipe is jammed up and the drainage pipe is bad 

stated Supervisor DiPhillips. 

 

Resident Carol Canfield has problems on the property she rents with 

damages caused by Leeward when they were installing the water main.  She 

stated the property owners live in Long Island, New York and she was 

acting on their behalf.  Supervisor DiPhillips will meet with Ms. Canfield to 

go over her complaints and work with Leeward to solve the issues. 

 

Councilman Reimel informed Council Supervisor DiPhillips invented a 

piece of equipment so the Street Department could repair the track instead of 

contracting it out. 

 

A member of the audience stated the park has never looked better and 

thanked the Street Department for doing such an awesome job. 



President Granahan said a lot of the upgrades came from the generous 

donations of the Lions Club, thank you. 

 

Building Code Report:     No report was provided by BIU. 

 

Zoning Report:     No report was provided by JHA. 

 

Police Department:   President Granahan asked if there were any questions 

or comments on the Police Report.  

 

Sergeant Jim Smith informed Council all the lines were painted throughout 

town by the Street Department, and the new officer Don Carroll has 

completed his training. 

 

Councilman Schuster motioned to hire Don Carroll at probationary rate for a 

period of ninety days starting July 1, 2019, Councilman Reimel 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Municipal Authority:    President Granahan asked if there were any 

questions or comments on the Municipal Authority Report.  Council would 

like to know why the MMA is purchasing a weather station and instructed 

the Secretary to find out. 

 

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor was absent from this meeting, no report. 

 

Action Items: 

 

1. Appoint James McArthur to the Montrose Planning Commission:      

Councilman Schuster motioned to appoint James McArthur to the 

Montrose Planning Commission, Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

President Granahan said thank you to Mr. McArthur for volunteering 

his services to the borough. 

 

2. Review Map for Proposed Zoning Change:     Council reviewed the 

map provided by Solicitor Michael Briechle of the area surrounding 

the Methodist Church on Grow Avenue to see what properties were 

going to be changed from residential to commercial.   

 



 Councilman Reimel suggested 31 Bank Street to be added to the 

Commercial section to keep it uniformed. 

 

Councilwoman Kelly motioned for Solicitor Briechle to move forward 

with the proceedings adding 31 Bank Street with the other properties; 

Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Speaker: 

 

Chris Cosmello from New Milford came in to speak with Council to 

implement a borough wide Veterans Banner Program.  Ms. Cosmello 

informed Council she lost her uncle a few years ago and purchased a 

banner for him in the mid-valley area and she loved the idea so much 

she has been bringing it to all the boroughs and would like to see it 

throughout Susquehanna.  It’s a great way to show tribute to service 

men and women. 

 

President Granahan asked her to work with the Borough Secretary so 

she could bring back more information and cost to Council at their 

next meeting. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

1. South Main Street Project:      Councilwoman Kelly informed 

Council there was an issue regarding handicap grates for the new 

streetscape.  Black ones were received but there are yellow ones 

throughout the borough.  She said she worked with Supervisor 

DiPhillips and the problem is solved. 

 

Councilwoman Kelly said curbs were never included in the project 

because many years ago when they were applying for the grant the 

curbs were in good shape.  Leeward gave them a price of fifteen 

thousand six hundred dollars and a portion of that money will be 

coming from the Pennsylvania American Water Company since they 

destroyed a few feet of curbing when they were making repairs.  She 

would like Council to grant the money to replace the curbing. 

 

Councilman Reimel motioned to allocate fifteen thousand six hundred 

dollars to Leeward for the curbs; Councilman Follert 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 



Leeward is expected to start the project the middle of July, and the 

contractor who is responsible for the electrical is looking for storage 

space.  Councilman Reimel stated he would have space to provide 

storage behind Lee’s Furniture for easy access to the project.   

 

Councilwoman Kelly stated they are aware of the upcoming 

Blueberry Festival.  

 

2. Renter’s Ordinance:   President Granahan explained to all in 

attendance the process of adopting a Renter’s Ordinance is at the early 

stages.  This meeting is for an information discussion, next meeting 

will move forward with a draft, following meeting reviewing the draft 

and follow through with a public meeting and an adoption.   

 

The Danville’s Ordinance contains a series of forms that go with it 

and President Granahan stated some forms Montrose Council is not 

interested in adopting.  Council is interested in adopting the ordinance 

to maintain property values in Montrose, and for the health and safety 

of the renters. 

 

Jack Taylor asked Council what their motivation was in adopting a 

Renter’s Ordinance and President Granahan replied they are having an 

issue with blighted properties in town.  Mr. Taylor asked why Council 

doesn’t adopt the International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC) 

instead of going after businesses. 

 

Mr. Taylor said the cost would be a tax burden on the community and 

will negatively affect Montrose, the renters will be forced out of the 

community and he believes the ordinance is very invasive.  Mr. 

Taylor asked if Council knew what implementing this would cost the 

borough in administrative fees. 

 

President Granahan stated the borough is losing a one percent tax 

since it is not known who is renting in the borough, and there has been 

instances where renters have been living in dangerous conditions.   

 

Mr. Taylor asked Council what they are planning on charging as a fee 

and Councilman Reimel stated years ago when they first looked at the 

program the fee would have been twenty-five dollars for an 



inspection.  Mr. Taylor asked if that fee would cover the cost of the 

inspection or would the borough be absorbing the difference. 

 

Mr. James McArthur asked if the rental inspections would cover the 

appearance of the house and President Granahan stated they’re not 

dealing with peeling paint.  They are only interested in the health and 

safety of the people. 

 

3. Tornado’s:    Councilman Schuster asked Council if there is a change 

of tone for a tornado from the fire whistle.  Council spoke for a few 

moments on this topic and how alerts can be sent to your computer or 

phone in case of an emergency. 

 

Executive Session:    No session held 

 

Councilman Follert motioned to adjourn the meeting; Councilman Holbert 

2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:40 PM 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Lillian T. Senko 
 

Lillian T. Senko 

Borough Secretary 


