
REGULAR MEETING 

November 3, 2014 

7:00 PM 

 

President, Tom LaMont called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor John Wilson read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Tom LaMont, Randy Schuster, Craig Reimel, Sean 

Granahan, Julanne Skinner, Todd Chamberlain 

 

Absent:   Tony Pickett 

 

Other Officials Present:    John Wilson; Mayor, Marion O’Malley; Solicitor, 

Lillian T. Senko; Secretary 

 

Approval of Minutes: President LaMont inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the September, 2014 minutes.  A motion was made to accept the 

minutes as presented by Randy Schuster, Craig Reimel 2
nd

 the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

Misc. Correspondence:    

 
From the Desk of the Secretary 

RE: Information  

 

Susquehanna County Tax Claim Bureau 

RE:  Amendment to the Real Estate Tax Sale Law Act 1998-5      

 

Tax Assessment Office 

RE:  Estimated Assessment Values for 2015      

 

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 

RE:  Notice of Estimated Allocation – Municipal Liquid Fuels and Turnback      

 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

RE:  Legal File / Storage Tank System Release / Hinds Oil Company      

 

Stone House Investment Management LLC 

RE:   Newsletter & Quarterly Statement      

 

Pugliese, Finnegan, Shaffer & Ferentino LLC 

RE:  Assessment Appeal      



 

Montrose Borough Planning Commission 

RE:  Minutes from October 20, 2014 Meeting      

 

Time Warner Cable 

RE:  Update on Service     

 

Sadat Associates, Inc. 

RE:  Introduction Letter      

 

Cabot Oil & Gas Corporation 

RE:  Unconventional Drilling Permit      

 

PSAB November Update 

RE:  Upcoming Webinar’s     

 

United Fire Company 

RE:   Holiday Parade of Lights      

 

President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or comments regarding the 

miscellaneous correspondence.  No questions, no comments. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:   Dale Smith, Betsy O’Malley, Stacey Wilson, Melinda 

Darrow, Elaine Petrazela 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President LaMont questioned if anyone wanted to make   

any changes or additions to the Agenda. The following item was added: Betsy 

O’Malley regarding the 706 Project was added as number six to the Action Items.   

Motion was made to adopt November’s Agenda with the additional item by Todd 

Chamberlain, Julanne Skinner 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of A/P:      President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable.  No questions, no comments.  Sean 

Granahan motioned to approve payment of outstanding bills, Craig Reimel 2
nd

 the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions, no comments.  Craig 

motioned to accept Payroll Report, Todd 2
nd

 the motion. All in favor, motion 

carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President LaMont inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

report.  No questions or comments. 

 



Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President LaMont asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  No questions, no comments. 

Motion was made to approve Treasurer’s Report by Craig, Julanne 2
nd

 the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President LaMont inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  Craig Reimel referenced the 2015 budget by 

stating he shaved back the budget for Memorial Park by 15-20 percent down to 

$25,000.00.   This amount should cover the expense of paving the handicap ramp 

on Union Street leading into Memorial Park, and whatever odds and ends are 

needed for the park in 2015. 

 

Street Department:      President LaMont asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips.  President LaMont stated 

there is going to be an 811 Call class in Bradford County on December 4, 2014.  

President LaMont said it is not only a starter course, but this class is also used as a 

refresher course.  In the class they review how to mark the site, how to recognize 

the marks, and the different colors for different utilities.  This class is offered free 

of charge, but registration is necessary. Council members discussed who should 

attend and after a few minutes they decided to send Ken DiPhillips.  Randy 

Schuster motioned for Ken DiPhillips to take the class, Todd Chamberlain 2
nd

 the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Zoning Report:     President LaMont asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Zoning Report submitted by the Borough Secretary.  Sean 

Granahan asked Solicitor O’Malley if she knew what the question was regarding 

the property on High Street that John Watts had on his report.  Solicitor O’Malley 

said she remembered an e-mail from John Watts with questions on evoking 

authority without being sworn in.  Craig Reimel recommended that John Watts and 

Jesse Grimm attend the next Council meeting to be sworn in.  Council asked the 

Secretary to contact them with instructions to go to Craig’s Photique and have 

them obtain a badge.  Business cards should also be ordered.  Craig motioned to 

approve acquiring a badge from Craig’s Photique for John and Jessie, Sean 2
nd

 the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  President LaMont asked if there were any 

further questions or comments.  No questions, no comments. 

 

Police Department:   President LaMont asked if there were any items Chief Smith 

would like to report on, or if there were any questions or comments regarding the 

Police Report. 

 



Chief Smith said he would like to bring everyone’s attention to the last 3 sheets of 

his report.  The Borough’s computer consultant stated the current system is very 

outdated and will only limp through this year. 

 

Chief Smith looked at two systems; Cody Systems which is $15,000.00 plus 

$2,750.0 per year for two users.  Metro Alert is $8,982.58 plus $2,050.00 per year 

with full technical support.  The Chief said the State Police have e-track tickets and 

these two systems are the only ones that can be used in coordination with their 

system. The new system will combine all the management systems into one off site 

system. 

 

Julanne asked Chief Smith to comment on why he feels there is such a large 

difference in price.  The Chief replied Cody is a newer company and Metro has 

been around for quite awhile.  One reason could be that Cody needs to recoup their 

start up costs, because there isn’t much technology difference between the two to 

justify the higher cost.  Chief Smith stated he has reviewed both programs, and he 

prefers Metro.  Metro is easy to use; the user needs to sign into the program, and if 

the program is idle for awhile it automatically logs out, which the current system 

does not do.  For security purposes this is a major attribute to consider when 

choosing a system. 

 

Patrol Officer Ed Grandell also commented on the Metro Alert system stating it 

will cut the report writing by fifty percent, which will enable the officers to have 

more time patrolling.  Ed also stated they will be able to share all the information 

with the other stations using Metro Alert, and they would be able to see all charged 

files that are in the system.  Luzerne and Lackawanna both use the Metro Alert 

system based out of Wayne County. 

 

President LaMont asked if there were any further questions or comments.  No 

questions, no comments. 

 

Municipal Authority:    President LaMont asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report.  No questions, no 

comments. 

 

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Wilson stated many residents were asking him when 

the construction on the roads would be completed.  President LaMont said WNEP 

website under PennDot Roadwork Projects states May 15, 2015 as the date when 

the project would be completed. 

 

 

 



  Action Items: 

 

1. Lathrop Street:     Betsy O’Malley; the Director of Transportation of the 

Montrose Area School District, asked Council if they could help with the 

issues the buses were having due to the 706 Project at the corner of Lathrop 

Street.  Ms. O’Malley informed everyone that the new curbs narrowed the 

street significantly, and the buses could not safely make a turn onto Lathrop 

Street from Grow Avenue when a car was at the stop sign on Lathrop Street.  

The buses have to swing wide in order to make the turn, and this subjected 

them to oncoming traffic on Grow Avenue.  Betsy would appreciate any 

help to bring this to PennDot’s attention for a remedy, since the safety of the 

children was the main concern.  President LaMont stated a letter could be 

sent by Council to the engineers at PennDot regarding the curbs.  Council 

assured Ms. O’Malley they would help in any way possible to provide a safe 

way for the children’s journey to and from school.  

 

2. 2015 MMO Pension Fund:     Sean made a motion to accept the 2015 

MMO Pension Fund payment for 2015 which is zero dollars, Craig 2
nd

 the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Another matter regarding the Pension Fund is Act 51 which is now federally 

funded per Solicitor O’Malley.  Marion O’Malley stated she drafted a new 

Ordinance which will amend Montrose Borough Ordinance number 2004-31 

by deleting the entirety of the language of Article IV, which the Auditor is 

recommending.  Sean motioned to advertise this new Ordinance which will 

be voted on at the November 16, 2014 meeting, Todd 2
nd

 the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

3. Resolution Number 2014-11:     This Resolution “Procedures for 

Compliance with the Professional Services Contract Provisions of Act 44 of 

2009” was recommended by the Attorney General’s office.  Solicitor 

O’Malley suggested Council table this until the next meeting so she could 

ask the AG representative if it was really necessary.  Council tabled the 

resolution to the mid-month meeting. 

 

4. Forest Lake:     Council discussed for a few minutes whether or not it 

would be advantageous to renew the Forest Lake contract for Police 

protection.  Council members felt it was best if they did not renew the 

contract.  Sean motioned to let the contract expire with no renewal, Craig 2
nd

 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 



5. Santa Roll:     A request for Police assistance for the annual Santa Roll was 

requested by the Christmas in Montrose Festival delegate Ruth Ten Hoeve. 

Council members said no tankers should be allowed up Chenango Street or 

Public Avenue during this time, and Police should direct them to another 

route.  Craig moved Police assistance be given to the Santa Roll, Sean 2
nd

 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

6. United Fire Company:   The United Fire Company will hold their annual 

Parade of Lights on Saturday, November 29, 2014, and are requesting the 

Borough Police to lead the parade.  Randy motioned to have the Police lead 

the parade, Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

Cabot Oil & Gas:     Cabot is interested in leasing the Borough’s property 

and presented a preliminary proposal to Council.  Their proposal consisted 

of offering a lease in the amount of $3,500 per acre of land, and 18.75% 

royalties.  Solicitor O’Malley stated a lease for the land must be advertised 

so others can come in with a bid.  Sean said if a bid needs to go out there 

isn’t room for any type of negotiation, why not just sue for royalties under 

the Rule of Capture.  President LaMont said he was pretty sure that if they 

are landlocked by a unit they have to pay royalties regardless of a lease 

being signed.  Solicitor O’Malley suggested we invite representatives from 

Cabot to come in and answer our questions.  Julanne is concerned about 

what they are going to do with the gas they collect from the Borough.  

Randy questioned the earned income tax with all the guys lying down pipe 

here in town.  The Borough Secretary will contact Cabot and request a 

representative come with more information at the December 1, 2014. 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church:     Elaine Petrazela petitioned Council for a 

handicap spot, and to have diagonal lines drawn on the road in front of the 

steps so cars would not be able to park there.  Elaine said it wasn’t just for 

mass times there are other functions that are held at the church.  Craig 

Reimel said there needs to be twenty feet from the stop sign for a parking 

space which could be the handicap spot.  Since there is no handicap spots 

near that location it is a needed request.  He recommended marking spots on 

the whole side of the street not just the requested few.  Council 

recommended Ken DiPhillips to go with Chief Smith and lay out the parking 

pattern.  Craig motioned for Ken to paint the lines for a thirty day trial 

period, Sean 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 



Chief Smith asked if hash lines could be painted on the street in front of 

C&F Motor’s garage driveway.  Chief Smith said there are signs posted no 

parking, but people still park blocking the driveway and they are called out 

to give out tickets for illegal parking. 

 

Borough Building Heating System:     Todd Chamberlain spoke about the 

problems heating the building.  Downstairs was warm, upstairs was cold, 

sometimes vice versa and the conference room was very cold.  He 

remembered that there was suppose to be two zone heating but didn’t know 

what happened.  He also said we should look into purchasing a generator for 

the building since the doors will not lock if the power is lost.  This would 

create a need for officers to guard the building instead of going out on call or 

patrol.  Council members asked the Secretary to call for estimates on the 

heating system.  Ken DiPhillips will arrange for a company to size the 

building so we could obtain a quote for a natural gas powered generator. 

 

Lions Club:     Council discussed a letter from the Lion’s Club describing 

the Lion’s Club generosity to the Borough.  The Lion’s Club will be putting 

on a new roof on the shed to match the new restroom, and will be residing it 

as well.  They also supplied the paint for the new restroom and did the 

painting.  It was decided a Thank You letter should be sent to them for their 

very generous spirit. 

 

Executive Session: 

 

President LaMont recessed the open meeting for an executive session at 8:35 

pm.  At 8:45 pm President LaMont called the open meeting back to order. 

 

President LaMont asked if there was any further business.  Sean motioned to 

terminate Rhonda Smith as a Patrol Officer, Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

Julanne motioned to adjourn the meeting, Sean 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:55 PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 


