
REGULAR MEETING 

June 3, 2013 

 President LaMont called the meeting to Order at 7:01 p.m. 

Present for Roll Call:     Tom LaMont, Randy Schuster, Craig Reimel, 

Sean Granahan, and Julanne Skinner. 

Other Officials Present:     Marion O’Malley, Esq., Solicitor; Erin H. 

Jenner, Secretary; John Wilson, Mayor. 

Approval of Minutes:  Council discussed and revised the minutes of the 

May Meeting. Council then approved the minutes of the May meeting as amended. 

Motion by Granahan; seconded by Reimel. Approved unanimously 

Misc. Correspondence:     

Recognition of Attendees: Dale Smith, Jeff Horvath, Elaine Petrzala, Vera 

Scroggins, Joe Hunt, Melinda Darrow, Alice Walsh, Mary Lee Fitzgerald and 

Lynne Bruzck. 

Adoption of Agenda:  Adopt June’s agenda.  Motion by Reimel; 

seconded by Schuster; approved unanimously.  

Approval of Payroll:  Approval of  May’s payroll as presented. Motion 

by Granahan; seconded by Reimel; approved unanimously. Motion carried.  

Approval of Expenditures: Approval of May’s Expenditures as presented in 

the amount of $47,280.61 against $147,682.99 in reported deposits.  Motion by 

Granahan.  Seconded by Reimel.  Approved unanimously. Motion carried. 

Budget vs. Actual Report:   President LaMont asked if anyone had any 

questions or comments about the budget report.  

Reports: 

Treasurer’s Report:  Schuster motioned to accept the Treasurer’s report. 

Skinner seconded. Approved unanimously. Motion carried.  

Police Department: Chief Smith asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the police report.  

Granahan commented there is an increase in citations. 



President LaMont asked Chief Smith if there are ever two officers in Forest Lake. 

Chief Smith answered there have been a few cases where two officers are in Forest 

Lake for back up, but there is always one left in town.  

President LaMont asked if the same car was going to Forest Lake. Chief Smith said 

no they have been rotating the vehicles that go out to Forest Lake.  

Chief Smith asked Council’s permission to purchase a new radio for the newest 

police car. The current radio is not working properly; cost would be around 

$500.00 for a new radio. Schuster motioned for Chief Smith to purchase a new 

radio for the car. Granahan seconded. Approved unanimously. Motion carried. 

Chief Smith asked Council’s permission to purchase two new vests from Starts 

who is State contracted, and there is money in the budget. Schuster motioned for 

Chief Smith to purchase two new vests. Reimel seconded. Approved unanimously. 

Motion carried.  

 

 MMA Report:  President LaMont asked if there were any questions on 

the Municipal Authority’s report. 

Mayor’s Report:   Mayor Wilson commented he has heard nothing but 

good comments from Forest Lake. 

Street Department:  DiPhillips asked if anyone had any questions with his 

report.  

DiPhillip stated he will be meeting with Leeward as to the progress of the 706 

Project. Granahan asked which end of 706 Leeward would be starting with. 

DiPhillips answered Leeward will have three crews and each crew will be working 

on both ends and will meet in the middle.  

Reimel asked DiPhillips if he has spoken to Pat at Leeward about the South Main 

Street alley water problem.  DiPhillips stated he is still working on it. 

Reimel commented he would like to commend the staff, for getting together and 

power washing the building and planting the flowers. He said it looks nice. 

DiPhillips asked Council’s permission for the stone and chip program on Griffis 

Street.  DiPhillis said the cost will be $12,000.00 and also asked if some of the 

money budgeted for curbing couldn’t be used toward the stone and chip program. 



Council discussed the project, and Reimel motioned for DiPhillips to go forward 

with the stone and chip project. Granahan seconded. Approved unanimously. 

Motion carried. 

Schuster motioned for the Slurry surface treatment program to be advertised. 

Reimel seconded. Approved unanimously. Motion carried. 

 Zoning Officer:   President LaMont asked if anyone had any questions on 

the zoning report. 

Granahan stated he is receiving phone calls that the spigot is still being used, and 

asked Solicitor Marion O’Malley if it would be relevant toward Wednesday’s 

hearing. Solicitor Marion O’Malley stated it could be noted, but not sure of the 

impact it would have.  Solicitor Marion O’Malley commented that Ms. Marta’s 

time fame for appealing the matter is nearing the end. Skinner questioned the 45 

days given to Ms. Marta’s use of the spigot. Granahan answered the order was 45 

for the removal of the spigot. President LaMont said the magistrate’s ruling was 

after the five days she still has the right to appeal. Solicitor Marion O’Malley 

stated President LaMont was correct.  

President LaMont questioned 273 Lincoln Ave. The Borough Secretary explained 

Mr. Gramhan wanted to convert the carriage house into an apartment for this 

mother-in-law. 

  Action Items: 

1. Joe Hunt, update on Coleman Road and JHA Companies, move to 

Montrose: Joe Hunt stated he spoke with DiPhillips regarding the Coleman 

Road project, and ran numbers and decided that a five foot pipe had plenty 

of capacity.  He suggested using either galvanized or aluminum piping to 

extend the life of the pipe.  Schuster asked if the pipe would hold up to the 

changing weather conditions. Joe Hunt explained the pipe was designed to 

stand up to a 10 year storm.  He also stated that development would be more 

of a concern than weather, it could change future flow. President LaMont 

said a change from a two foot pipe to a five foot pipe gave more room. Joe 

Hunt said he prepaid the GP 11 permit but needed a signature from Council. 

President LaMont reviewed the permit and then signed it. Joe Hunt said it 

would take approximately four weeks to receive the permit President 

LaMont asked DiPhillips to contact Bruce Bonnice and let him know of the 

progress with the permit.  Joe Hunt said he came to last month’s meeting to 



talk about his company moving from New Milford to Montrose, and the 

nonconformities, which he would like to move forward with.  Solicitor 

Marion O’Malley stated she spoke with Joe Hunt’s attorney, but didn’t get a 

chance to review the paperwork in depth yet. Solicitor Marion O’Malley 

stated she would review the paperwork and contact Joe Hunt’s attorney. At 

the previous meeting Joe Hunt suggested helping the Borough design 

parking spaces to help with the parking in the South Parking Lot.  Joe Hunt 

provided Council with drawings. Council discussed the layout, no action 

was taken.  

2. Record Keeping of Meetings and ZHB Records:  Skinner stated she 

recently read an article in the Scranton Times, and has concerns over the 

record keeping prior to the current Borough Secretary’s employment.  

Skinner asked Council where the records are being kept and if they were 

accessible. Granahan stated the old records are kept in the attic of the garage 

next door, they are all in boxes and the old minute books are kept in a fire 

proof safe. Annette had little record keeping, and some documentation was 

on disk. Skinner asked how long Annette was employed at the Borough. 

President LaMont replied 15 years. Lynn Burzck attended the meeting and 

state she had brought some of her father’s records to the Borough and her 

intent was for the records to be accessible not stored in a closet. President 

LaMont stated the records are only public when the Secretary notes them in 

the meeting minutes, and all the records for the last 15 years have been 

stored in a closet. All the records are stored in the same manner. Lynn 

Bruzck stated she would like the records returned to her if the Borough was 

not going to utilize them.  President LaMont stated they were being utilized 

as well as other records the Borough has, and asked Skinner if she was 

making a specific request. Skinner stated she was not making a request but 

felt the Borough would be responsible if the records were not maintained 

properly. Granahan asked what the law required, and stated that the records 

are being maintained. Council discussed the topic detail. Skinner noted she 

wanted it on the record that she brought it to the borough’s attention. 

President LaMont said Skinner could try and come up with a solution and 

bring her idea to the next meeting.      

3. Community Center: President LaMont presented a hand out with his 

suggestion for the first phase of renovation work at the Community Center.  

President LaMont explained the bid package will be as follows: removal of 

the water from the pool and filling with gravel, removal and installation of 



carpet on the first floor, installation of the kitchenette on the first floor, 

removal of a wall and repair of first floor office space and replacement of 

the fire exit landing on the first floor located at the Birchard side of the 

building.  President LaMont stated the goal is to make the building ready so 

the Adult School can hold their EXPO for August 3
rd

. Ms. Fitzgerald was in 

attendance at the meeting and stated she is very excited about the 

Community Center, it will provide available space for the Adult School to 

meet. The Adult School is planning on holding their EXPO at the 

Community Center during the Blueberry Festival which will be August 3
rd

.  

Ms. Fitzgerald said she felt guilty putting pressure on Council to prepare for 

the event. President LaMont stated no, the Borough needed to move forward 

with the project. Ms. Fitzgerald further stated the Adult School will has 

scheduled 35 classes to be held at the Community Center starting in 

September. Council discussed the bid package in detail. Granahan motioned 

to advertise for a general contractor to complete the first phase of work by 

July 22
nd

. Reimel seconded. Approved unanimously. Motion carried.  

4. Pay Council, Mayor, and Treasurer: Granahan motioned to pay 

Council, Mayor and Treasurer. Reimel seconded. Approved unanimously. 

Motion carried.  

5. Parking on Public Ave.:  Reimel stated at the previous Council 

meeting it was discussed through members of the Chamber of Commerce the  

complaints about inadequate number of handicap parking spaces on Public 

Ave. Reimel asked Council’s permission to swap spaces on the bump-out 

side of Montrose Sporting Goods.  Reimel thought if those two spots were 

swapped it would give enough room for someone in a wheel chair or walker 

to be able get on the curb without walking behind parked cars.  Granahan 

asked if we needed PennDot’s permission to do this.  Council discussed in 

detail. Granahan motioned to check with John Puzo about moving the 

parking spaces and if there are no problems go ahead with swapping the 

spaces. Reimel seconded. Approved unanimously. Motion carried. 

President LaMont asked for public comment. 

Skinner asked if Council was going to address the Time Warner Cable Franchise 

Agreement. President LaMont stated he was waiting for a call from John at Time 

Warner Cable. 



Reimel  motioned to adjourn the meeting. Granahan seconded. Approved 

unanimously. Motion carried. 

REGUALR MEETING 

June 17, 2013 

 President LaMont called the meeting to Order at 7:33 p.m. 

Present for Roll Call:  Tom LaMont, Todd Chamberlain, Craig Reimel, 

Randy Schuster, Tony Pickett. 

Other Officials Present:   Erin H. Jenner, Secretary; John Wilson Mayor. 

Recognition of Attendees: Patti Pickett, Dorothy Thomas, John Puzo, Alice 

Walsh, Jack Taylor and Nate Williams.  

Action Items 

1. Open Bids for the Community Center:  President LaMont stated before  

opening the bids for the Community Center, he wanted to talk about phone 

calls he had received.  President LaMont said after the phone calls and a 

conversation with John Puzo, the Borough can’t do their own remediation. 

The first part of the project was getting rid of the water, getting rid of the 

carpet and adding the kitchen. President LaMont said when we met nothing 

was mentioned about the remediation, there needs to be negative air flow 

through filters, the building needs to be sealed for any kind of remodeling 

until we get a positive air test, which is what the Borough was trying to do 

with the first phase of renovations, with this being said President LaMont 

asked Council their thoughts. Jack Taylor stated as one of the bidders his 

company can’t change the bid. He can’t do remediation he is not certified. 

President LaMont stated again he considered the first part of the project part 

of the remediation getting rid of the source of the mold and the mold holder. 

Jack Taylor said his bid says he can’t do any remediation or be responsible 

for it, he says he knows where he stands and has no choice. He attempted to 

purchase a rider from his insurance company but couldn’t because he is not 

certified, and has not had the training. Reimel asked why this is the 

Borough’s problem and not Alice Davis problem.  President LaMont said 

according to the person he spoke with there shouldn’t even be anyone living 

in the apartment. Reimel said there has been mold in the building going back 

to Bernie Bell, and if Alice Davis knew that when she leased the building to 



us perhaps we didn’t to our due diligence when we leased the building and 

asked for certification that the mold had been take care of.  President 

LaMont agreed this is not up to the Borough to take care of the problem, but 

what he is saying is as it stands right now if we don’t move forward we have 

to do something to close the building up. Reimel said they’re not our tenants. 

President LaMont agreed but said they are living in a building that we know 

to have mold. Reimel commented so does their landlord, and asked which 

government agency deemed the building contaminated.  President LaMont 

answered Rainbow International.  (Skinner arrived at 7:40pm.)   President 

LaMont felt that we shouldn’t go forward with the bids and contact Alice 

Davis, and notify the Adult School and let them know there is not going to 

be an EXPO at the building. Reimel said he doesn’t like getting 6 months 

into paying on a one year lease and find out there is a problem. Chamberlain 

said this should have been fixed before we ever became involved. Skinner 

questioned if we have seen any report from Rainbow International. Reimel 

answered it didn’t matter if there’s black or white mold we’re not equipped 

to handle create a negative air flow to fix the problem. Skinner asked if 

Council was in an agreement that we can’t proceed with the project until this 

mold issue is take care of.  President LaMont stated we have a mold problem 

and it needs to be addressed and our solicitor is not here tonight. Schuster 

stated to return the bids to the contractors. Jack Taylor agreed and said it 

didn’t look like we had a choice at this point. Schuster motioned for the bids 

to be returned to the contractors and go forward. Skinner seconded. 

Approved unanimously. Motion carried. 

2. Order Parking Tickets:  The Borough Secretary explained the 

Parking Enforcement Officer needs more parking tickets. The price will be 

$198. 00 per thousand plus shipping.  We usually order 3000 tickets so the 

total price would be $594.00 plus shipping. Reimel motioned for 3000 

tickets to be ordered. Pickett seconded. Approved unanimously. Motion 

carried. 

 

Discussion Items 

1. Dorothy Thomas, financial record keeping post Annette: Dorothy 

Thomas was present at the meeting, she stated she felt obligated to attend the 

meeting tonight to discuss what happened at the last meeting. Dorothy 

Thomas explained she worked with Joanne and Dawn after Annette to help 



clean up the books and straighten out the problems Annette had caused. 

Dorothy Thomas explained she started with 2008 then went to 2009 but as 

she was working with 2008 she had to refer back to 2007.  Dorothy Thomas 

said in doing so she had to go upstairs in the attic. When she was in the attic 

everything was boxed up and organized with the proper dates labeled on the 

boxes.  Dorothy Thomas explained she was under the impression at one of 

the previous meetings, it was stated that records were not being handled 

properly, and she wanted to come to the meeting tonight to assure Council 

that records were properly handled correctly. Also Dorothy Thomas 

reminded Council that Annette used QuickBooks and a lot of the records 

were in QuickBooks, even though Joanne and herself had to straighten them 

out. Everything was accounted for and this is the reason we were able to go 

ahead and prosecute Annette.  Skinner thanked Dorothy for coming to the 

meeting and explained the expression or what she read in the paper is just 

concern over all the Borough’s records that we should keep them, and there 

are some that we are required to keep in perfect order. Dorothy Thomas 

stated they have been kept. Skinner replied she was not talking totally about 

the Zoning Hearing Board records, or the financial records, but all the 

records together where they are readily accessible and not in more than one 

location. Consideration should be given to a temperature controlled 

environment. Dorothy Thomas said she didn’t think a temperature controlled 

environment was necessary. Skinner said all she was suggesting because she 

has never seen the records but has heard that some of them are above the 

garage, on the second floor where they are subject to heat. Dorothy Thomas 

asked if this was a problem, she worked in Scranton and they keep their 

records in boxes and were not subject to a climate controlled environment. 

Skinner stated she was glad to hear all the records were in order, and asked 

Dorothy if she could call her sometime if Council should decide that the 

records needed to be maintained in a more appropriate matter. President 

LaMont agreed with Dorothy Thomas the way the records were kept 40 

years ago is in any better, and believes we are state of the art compared to 

the rest of the county. President LaMont said the three ladies along with 

other Borough employees when they put the files in order, they put them in 

order and did it for nothing.  Skinner stated she did some polling after the 

last meeting with other Boroughs and one stated she has all her records so 

she can open her draw. Schuster stated we are not going to do that here. 

Skinner asked if there was a problem with having all the records in one spot. 



Pickett relied if we didn’t have this new building where did she think the 

files would be kept, in the attic of the garage.        

2. Record keeping of meetings and ZHB records: President LaMont asked 

Skinner if she had any information for the Borough as far as how she thinks 

the records need to be kept or how she would like to see the records kept or 

accessible. Skinner said she was sorry she did some research by contacting 

other boroughs and townships but at the time didn’t have a full report to 

make to Council.   

3. Skateboard Park-update: Reimel updated Council on the progress of 

the skateboard park. There was some discussion of the participant 

agreement; Skinner felt the wording needed to be changed. Council 

discussed and no changes were made.  

4. Julanne Skinner, Ethics Complaint:  President LaMont stated 

everyone received a copy of the memo that was passed out and before 

anyone said anything, he was under the opinion that the Sunshine Law does 

not cover a councilman in these matters and our attorney has spoken to the 

contrary. Topic will be held until executive session and tabled until the next 

meeting.  

 

President LaMont asked if there was any public comment. 

Reimel motioned to adjourn. Randy seconded. Approved unanimously. 

Motion carried. 

SPECIAL MEETING 

June 21, 2013 

 President LaMont called the meeting to Order at 6:03 p.m. 

Present for Roll Call:  Tom LaMont, Todd Chamberlain, Craig Reimel, 

and Sean Granahan. 

Other Officials Present: Marion O’Malley, Esq., Solicitor; Erin H. Jenner, 

Secretary. 

Recognition of Attendees: Staci Wilson  



 

 

Action Item 

1. Community Center: President LaMont stated he called the special 

meeting to discuss what options the Borough has with regards to the 

Community Center. President LaMont explained the first phase of the 

project was to try and remove the source of the mold. President LaMont 

wanted to get Council’s thoughts as to which avenue would be the best way 

to go, and involve Alice Davis in this matter. Granahan stated he gave the 

Borough Secretary a list of a few environmental companies to call so we can 

get a better sense of cost of remediation.  Reimel strongly stated that he felt 

the Borough should not be the ones to pay for cleaning- up the mold 

problem. This should be Alice Davis’s problem. Reimel said he met with 

ServPro at the Community Center on Wednesday because the Borough 

Secretary was busy and asked the gentleman a few questions. Reimal said 

ServPro stated they have a third party licensed hygienist that will come and 

perform the test and write up the necessary protocol to remediate the 

building. Reimel said the test and writing of the protocol will cost anywhere 

from $400.00 to $2,000.00.   Council discussed several different options and 

asked Solicitor Marion O’Malley to reach out to Kevin Dempsey.  Solicitor 

Marion O’Malley said she already did but had not heard back from him. 

Granahan motioned to pay the bill to have the building retested, have the 

gentleman write the protocol, and contact Alice Davis. Then the Borough 

can make the best decision as to how to manage the problem. Reimel 

seconded. Approved unanimously. Motion carried.  

 

Chamberlain motioned to adjourn. Granahan seconded. Approved 

unanimously. Motion carried 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Erin H. Jenner, Borough Secretary/Clerk  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


