
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Reorganizational Meeting 

January 8, 2018 

7:00 PM 

 

Mayor Tom LaMont called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor Tom LaMont read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Mayor LaMont swore in newly elected officials Sean Granahan, Craig Reimel, 

Jamie Holbert and Todd Chamberlain 

 

Mayor LaMont stated he would take nominations for Council President at this 

time.  Councilman Craig Reimel motioned for Councilman Sean Granahan as 

President; Councilwoman Judy Kelly 2nd the motion. All in favor, motion carried. 

 

President Sean Granahan stated he would take nominations for Council Vice-

President.  Councilman Reimel motioned for Councilman Todd Chamberlain as 

Vice President of Council; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

President Granahan stated he would take nominations for Council Vice-President 

Pro-Temp.  Councilman Jamie Holbert motioned for Councilman Randy Schuster 

as Vice-President Pro-Temp; Councilman Chamberlain 2nd the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilman Reimel motioned to appoint Marion O’Malley as Solicitor for the 

Montrose Borough; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Councilman Reimel motioned to appoint Angelo Ventresca Associates as 

Treasurer for the Montrose Borough; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilman Holbert motioned to appoint Lillian Senko as Open Records Officer; 

Councilman Chamberlain 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 



Councilman Holbert motioned to appoint Dorothy Thomas as Vacancy Board 

Chair; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilman Reimel motioned to appoint JHA Companies as Borough’s Engineer, 

Building Inspector and Codes Enforcement Officer; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilwoman Kelly motioned Peoples Security Bank and Trust as bank 

depository for the Borough; Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

Councilman Reimel motioned to appoint Mary Zalewski to the Montrose Borough 

Planning Commission for a term of four years; Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilman Chamberlain motioned to appoint Richard Griffths to the Montrose 

Borough Zoning Hearing Board for a term of three years; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilman Reimel motioned to appoint Dave Darrow to the Montrose Municipal 

Authority Board for a term of five years; Councilman Chamberlain 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President Granahan questioned if anyone wanted to make 

any changes or additions to the Agenda.  The following additions were made: 

Action Item: # 7. Place Ad for Solicitor; Discussion Item: # 4. Temporary location 

for OIP, #5. Street Department Garage Lighting.  Motion was made to adopt the 

Agenda as amended by Councilman Randy Schuster; Councilman Reimel 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President Granahan inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the December minutes. A motion was made to accept minutes as 

presented by Councilwoman Kelly; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Sean Granahan, Judy Kelly, Jamie Holbert, Craig Reimel, 

Randy Schuster, Todd Chamberlain 

 

Absent:   Vacant Seat  

 



Other Officials Present:     Tom LaMont, Mayor; Marion O’Malley, Solicitor; 

Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:   

 

Beirne Wealth Consulting      

RE: November 2017 Investment Report 

 

Susquehanna County Conservation District    

RE:  Griffis Street Grant 

 

PA Dept. of Transportation      

RE:  Liquid Fuels Tax Fund Review 

 

PA Department of Transportation     

RE: Payment of State Police Fines & Penalties     

 

Susquehanna County Historical Society    

RE:  Thank you letter 

 

Pennsylvania Environmental Council     

RE:  Illegal Dumpsite Cleanup Program 

 

Charter Communications       

RE: Upcoming Changes 

 

Atlantic Sunrise        

RE: Construction Update 

 

Rail-Trail News        

RE: Newsletter 

 

President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or comments associated 

with the miscellaneous correspondence.  He brought everyone’s attention to the 

Liquid Fuels review and thanked Erin Jenner, Ken DiPhillips and Lillian Senko for 

the work they do with the Liquid Fuels account. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:      Chief Dale Smith, Supervisor Ken DiPhillips, 

James Shuster, Dawn Wilson, John Wilson, Dorothy Thomas, Kathy Wheaton, 

Erin Jenner, Corporal Andy Genneken, Patrolman James Smith, Alice Walsh 



 

President Granahan asked if there were any members in the audience who would 

like to speak and are not listed on the Agenda. Jim Schuster stated he would like to 

speak about the snow in the parking spaces in front of his store.  Dorothy Thomas 

asked if there was anyone Council would like to recommend for the vacant council 

seat.  Dawn Wilson informed Ms. Thomas she would be interested in filling the 

vacant seat. 

 

Approval of A/P:      President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable. No questions or comments. 

Councilman Reimel motioned to approve payment of outstanding bills; 

Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     President Granahan inquired if there were any questions 

or comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.  

Councilman Reimel motioned to accept the Payroll Report; Councilwoman Kelly 

2nd the motion. All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President Granahan inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

Report.  No questions or comments. 

 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  Motion was made to accept the 

Treasurer’s Report by Councilman Schuster; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President Granahan inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  No comments or questions. 

 

Street Department:      President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips, Supervisor.    

 

Supervisor DiPhillips stated things have been pretty quiet, usual work, plowing, 

cindering, and maintenance on the vehicles and building.   

  

PUBLIC SPEAKER:  President Granahan asked Jim Shuster if he would like to 

bring up his concerns regarding snow at this time.  Mr. Shuster stated PennDot had 



not been plowing the snow in the parking areas on South Main Street and it is a 

danger to people walking from their car door to the sidewalk.  He stated he saw an 

elderly woman almost fall the other day. 

 

Mr. Shuster stated he phoned PennDot and the Borough Office to lodge his 

complaint and both places stated they were not responsible for plowing.  The 

Borough Secretary stated she looked into it and obtained the official PennDot 

Maintenance Manual, Chapter 4 Winter Services and there is no writing in the 

manual that state they are not responsible for parking spaces. 

 

Mr. Shuster stated PennDot employee Eric Zimmer informed him since the 

Borough has metered parking and they receive income from the meters, the 

Borough is the responsible party for clearing the snow from the parking spots. 

 

Supervisor DiPhillips stated he has been doing this for twenty-eight years and 

PennDot has always plowed curb to curb unless there was a car parked in their 

way.  He stated the state roads were always plowed by PennDot and there is no 

documentation that Eric Zimmer can provide which states otherwise. 

 

A discussion ensued regarding the responsibilities of PennDot and the Borough’s 

Street Department.  At the end, Mr. Shuster stated he plowed the spots on his own, 

and hauled away the snow.  He presented Council with an invoice for the work and 

stated he was sending one to PennDot also and stated someone is going to pay.   

 

Building Code Report:     President Granahan asked if there were any questions 

or comments on the Building Code Report provided by Mr. Grimm.  Councilman 

Chamberlain asked why 134 Jessup street was closed on December 1, 2017 since 

the car was still on the property not in working order, the couch was still there even 

though it was moved.  Borough Secretary stated she would get in touch with Mr. 

Grimm to revisit the property. 

 

Zoning Report:     President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Zoning Report provided by Mr. Watts.  No comments or 

questions. 

 

Police Department:   President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Police Report.   

 

Chief Smith said the Police Department had a busy month, and there is no major 

issue or needs for the department at this time. 



 

Municipal Authority:    President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report.  No questions or 

comments. 

  

Mayor’s Report:     No report from the newly elected Mayor. 

 

Action Items: 

 

1. Appoint Council Members for Banking:      Councilman Chamberlain 

motioned for the Finance Committee Sean Granahan, Craig Reimel and 

Randy Schuster to continue with banking authority; Councilman Holbert 2nd 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

2. Approve Mileage Reimbursement Rate .545:     Councilwoman Kelly 

motioned to adopt the IRS increased mileage from $0.535 to $0.545; 

Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

3.  SUE Utility Impact/S. Main St. Project:     Councilwoman Kelly stated the 

SUE Utility Impact needed to be signed in order for the South Main Street 

Project to continue.  She motioned for President Granahan to sign the 

paperwork; Councilman Schuster 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

4. Senior Housing Reimbursement:     Councilman Reimel motioned to 

reimburse the Senior Housing per the Court Order which reduced the fair 

market value of the low-income unit at 145 Church Street, for the time 

period of 2015 compared to 2016 in the amount of five thousand nine 

hundred fifty-six dollars and twenty-four cents; Councilman Chamberlain 

2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

5. Approve use of Conference Room by NTRPD:     Councilman Reimel 

motioned to approve Northern Tier Regional Planning and Development to 

use the conference room for training on May 10, 2018 and September 26, 

2018; Councilman Schuster 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

6.  United Fire Company Fire Protection 2018:     The annual fire protection 

contract and use of tax fund paperwork were reviewed.  

 



7.  Place Ad in Paper for Solicitor:     Councilman Reimel motioned to place 

an ad in the papers for a Solicitor; Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All 

in favor, motion carried. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

1. Property Maintenance:      President Granahan stated there are provisions 

in the 2012 International Property Maintenance Code that would assist the 

Codes Enforcement Officer to have more enforcement power.  Since 

Council can adopt sections from the Code, the Borough Secretary will 

distribute copies of the Code book. Council will bring to the table for the 

next meeting what they would like to see adopted by the Borough. 

 

2. Heating System (89 Cherry St.):     Councilman Reimel stated Sure Temp 

would be in the following day to do an evaluation on the system and identify 

problems and submit a plan to correct the issues. 

 

3. Private Parking Lot Lease:      Councilwoman Kelly stated for many 

decades the owners of Lee’s Furniture Store maintained their privately-

owned parking lot and allowed the public free parking.  It was useful for 

those living in the apartments in Montrose Square, by people attending 

functions taking place in the Baptist Church building such as the Montrose 

Area Adult School classes.  Since the lot closed, parking has been difficult 

for those in our community who had come to rely on it.  It was especially 

obvious during the Christmas season when the contiguous lot to the south 

was frequently filled to capacity and there was no place to accommodate the 

overflow.   

 

 A member of the audience, Kathy Wheaton stated it was a hardship on her 

business.  She stated when her customers came in they parked in the lot 

since the Livery Lot was filled, and they couldn’t find a parking spot on the 

street.  She said people living in the Montrose Square had their own parking 

spaces out back, but visitors used the Lee’s parking lot. 

 

 The Borough office received numerous calls when the lot was closed from 

people living in the Montrose Square.  They stated they use that lot as a way 

to cut through to the Dollar General.  They can’t use the sidewalk on South 

Main Street because the grade is too steep and it’s dangerous.  They want to 

know what the Borough can do to have the owner open it up for the public 

use. 



 Councilwoman Kelly stated the owners were willing to lease the property to 

the Borough for a nominal fee of fifty dollars per month, and she feels it 

would benefit the community.  Council spoke for a few moments regarding 

the Street Department’s involvement with taking over the lot. 

 

 Councilwoman Kelly motioned to lease the parking lot on a month to month 

basis with the Street Department plowing the lot, Councilman Schuster 2nd 

the motion.  Voting as follows: 

 Councilwoman Kelly - Yay 

 Councilman Schuster - Yay 

 Councilman Holbert – Yay 

 Councilman Chamberlain – Yay 

 Councilman Reimel – abstained 

 Motion Carried. 

 

4.  Temporary Location for OIP:     President Granahan said he received 

several calls for Original Italian Pizza to be permitted to open up a 

temporary location for their business until they can rebuild. 

 

 Councilman Reimel stated he looked into it and stated they could not use a 

temporary location like a Pop Up store.  There are rules and regulation from 

the Labor and Industry Department with specific standards. 

 

5. Street Department Garage Lighting:     The garage is not equipped with 

enough lighting for the work that is conducted in the space.  Councilman 

Holbert stated Spectrum Electric could provide high lumen lighting for 

approximately seven hundred dollars that would eliminate the dark areas of 

the shop.  Councilman Schuster motioned to install the additional lighting 

for the crew at the shop, Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  Voting is as 

follows: 

 Councilman Schuster – yay 

 Councilman Reimel – yay 

 Councilman Chamberlain – yay 

 Councilwoman Kelly – yay 

 Councilman Holbert – abstained 

 Motion carried. 

 

 



Executive Session:     
 

President Granahan recessed the open meeting at 8:09 p.m. 

At 8:28 p.m. President Granahan called the open meeting back to order. 

 

Councilman Schuster motioned to advertise for Part-Time Police Officers; 

Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilman Reimel motioned to raise the Secretary’s hourly rate to eighteen 

dollars and twenty-three cents per hour, and the remaining employees to receive 

fifty cents per hour across the board effective current pay period; Councilman 

Schuster 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilman Reimel motioned to adjourn the meeting; Councilman Schuster 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:35 PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lillian T. Senko 
 

Lillian T. Senko 

Borough Secretary 


