
REGULAR MEETING 

March 2, 2015 

7:00 PM 

 

President, Tom LaMont called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor John Wilson read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President LaMont inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the February 2015 minutes.  A motion was made to accept the 

minutes as presented by Craig Reimel, Todd Chamberlain 2
nd

 the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Tom LaMont, Craig Reimel, Sean Granahan, Julanne 

Skinner, Todd Chamberlain 

 

Absent:   Tony Pickett, Randy Schuster 

 

Other Officials Present:    John Wilson; Mayor, Marion O’Malley; Solicitor, 

Lillian T. Senko; Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:    

 

Zoning Hearing Board 

RE: November 18, 2014 Minutes    

 

Zoning Hearing Board 

RE:  Annual Report to Borough Council    

 

Susquehanna County Council of Governments 

RE: January 20, 2015 Minutes / Agenda 2/17/15      

 

Time Warner Cable 

RE: Changes to their service      

 

Susquehanna County Recycling Center 

RE:  Status     

         



Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 

RE:  Traffic Counting on Municipally Owned Roads      

 

Stone House Investment Management LLC 

RE:  First Quarter Newsletter and Quarterly Statement      

 

Commonwealth of PA – Dept. of the Auditor General Compliance Audit 

RE:  Police Pension Plan & Non-Uniformed Pension Plan     

 

Williams Field Services 

RE:   Hawley Compressor Station            
 

President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or comments regarding the 

miscellaneous correspondence.  Julanne questioned if anyone had any further 

information regarding the notice from the Susquehanna County Recycling Center, 

relating to their electronics recycling program.  Council responded no, they didn’t 

receive any further updates.   

 

Julanne also had a question on why we received correspondence on a Hawley 

Compressor Station that is located on Chestnut Ridge Road.  Julanne was 

wondering if anyone thought this station would affect the Borough since it’s 

located in Forest Lake Township.  President LaMont and Todd expressed their 

view by stating: they probably sent us a copy since the site has a Montrose mailing 

address.  It was decided the Borough Secretary will phone Williams Field Services 

just to confirm this information, and report the findings at the next meeting. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:    Matthew Warren, Cynthia Goodman, John P. Watts, 

Robert Welch, Chief Dale Smith, Ken Di Phillips, Leah Rosenkrans, Melinda 

Darrow, Stacy Wilson 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President LaMont questioned if anyone wanted to make   

any changes or additions to the Agenda. The following item was added to the 

Discussion Items: Prohibiting Feeding of Deer Ordinance proposal.  Motion was 

made to adopt March’s Agenda with the additional item by Sean Granahan, Craig 

Reimel 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of A/P:      President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable.  No questions or comments.  Sean 

motioned to approve payment of outstanding bills, Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 



 

Approval of Payroll:     President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.  Todd 

motioned to accept Payroll Report, Julanne 2
nd

 the motion. All in favor, motion 

carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President LaMont inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

report.  No questions or comments. 

 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President LaMont asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  Julanne questioned a 

disbursement from the Impact Fund in the amount of $13,864.35.  Council stated 

the money was used to pay Leeward Construction for the drainage project in the 

Tannery Lot.  No further questions or comments.  Motion was made to accept the 

Treasurer’s Report by Craig, Todd 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President LaMont inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  No questions or comments. 

 

Street Department:      President LaMont asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips.  He also invited Ken to 

provide additional information or updates to his report. 

 

Ken stated he has been working with two companies to provide a quote to supply a 

generator to 89 Cherry Street.  He is informing the companies they need to quote 

on a model that would be capable of providing full service to the building.  Ken 

reported from information he received: operating a diesel generator was not as 

effective as natural gas, and the unit would cost more.  Ken stated there were size 

discrepancies in the quotes, but the companies were looking at a 48kw size due to 

the heating system which would be the biggest draw on the generator.  President 

LaMont instructed Ken to make sure that the 48kw would be fittingly sized to have 

the building self sufficient.  More quotes to follow. 

 

The 2003 Dodge truck frame has real problems with rust, and should be replaced 

stated Todd Chamberlain. A Costars quote was submitted with a price of 

$27,952.50 after the 2003 Dodge trade in allowance of $4,500.00 was applied.  

Ken said an additional $1,000.00 dollars would be needed to put on a new plow 



hitch, but the current plow would still be used.  Since it will take a few months for 

the new truck to arrive, the rest of the winter season plowing will be completed 

using the old vehicle.  Craig motioned to order the truck and have the new hitch 

installed, Todd 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Solicitor, Marion O’Malley stated she has been hearing a lot of complaints 

regarding the Tannery municipal parking lot. She stated there were a handful of 

cars that have not been moved for quite some time, and the Street Department was 

plowing around them.  Council discussed whether or not people were following the 

Ordinance of moving the cars from side to side on snow days.  Chief Dale Smith 

stated it was an ongoing problem.  His process was to contact the owner of the 

vehicle as a courtesy to please move their cars.  Citations were issued on cars that 

were not moved, and the last resort is to have them towed.  Council instructed 

Chief Smith to have the cars that are currently parked there towed since they have 

not complied with the Ordinance.  Chief Smith and Ken DiPhillips will meet the 

next day to rectify the situation.  

 

Todd asked Ken what was the cost for salt and cinders every time they went out to 

take care of the Borough streets.  Ken replied the cost to the Borough is between 

$600 and $700 each snow or ice event.  Ken also stated that they lose a lot of salt 

by the salt molding into chunks.   Council asked Ken if they were still selling some 

of the salt to New Milford and the County.  Ken replied they still sell salt to the 

County since they currently do not have anywhere to store the amount of salt 

needed for the season, but he heard they may be building a shed in the future.  New 

Milford Borough is currently purchasing their salt from New Milford Township, 

per Stacy Wilson. 

 

Council thanked Ken and his staff for all their hard work in keeping the streets 

cleared during this rough winter. 

 

Zoning Report:     President LaMont asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Zoning Report submitted by the Zoning Officer.  Craig asked 

John Watts what was the outcome on a reported possible zoning offense, relating 

to a property on South Main Street.  John reported that there was a shed an owner 

placed either too close or directly on a neighboring property line many years ago.  

He informed the person who was reporting this violation that there was nothing a 

Zoning Officer would get involved with at this late date.  He suggested if she 

wanted to pursue it, she would need to take it to court as a civil suit. 

 



Police Department:   President LaMont asked if there were any items Chief Smith 

would like to report on, or if there were any questions or comments regarding the 

Police Report. 

 

Todd started the conversation by informing all in attendance that the truck situation 

delivering items to Mazar’s was getting out of hand.  Tractor trailers were parking 

and unloading on Maple Street, creating hazardous conditions the way they were 

parked, and also blocking the entrance to the C&F garage.  Todd suggested Chief 

Smith get in touch with Jim Mazar, and inform him he needs to contact his vendors 

with specific instructions on where they are allowed to park while making 

deliveries.  He said the driver on Monday, March 2
nd

 had Memorial Street partially 

blocked and someone hit the truck.  It is not acceptable for this to continue with the 

delivery drivers, and they must be notified.   

 

President LaMont stated that the situation on Lathrop Street with the construction, 

and the bus drivers was much better.  They decided they would leave the quandary 

as is until the final grade.  Once the final grade is completed, if there are 

continuing issues with the busses, other solutions will be addressed at that time. 

 

Chief Smith asked council to consider approval of five police officers to be sent to 

the Narcotic Officer’s Training.  This is a state conference and Montrose has sent 

officers each year for updated training.  Chief Smith stated he has $5,000.00 in his 

budget for training purposes.  To send the five officers it would cost $1,500.00 for 

the three days, which includes the conference, lodging and meals.  The officers 

would take one of the unmarked police vehicles so there would not be any 

additional charges for mileage.  After several minutes of discussion Craig 

motioned to allow four officers to attend at a cost of $1,172.00, Julanne 2
nd

 the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Municipal Authority:    President LaMont asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report.  Julanne asked if anyone 

followed up with the Municipal Authority on the expenses of Bath and Body 

Works in the amount of $ 90.86 and Price Chopper in the amount of $43.22.  

Council replied no.  Julanne stated she will inquire from MMA the nature of these 

expenses at their meeting next week, and report back to Council at the next 

meeting.  No further questions or comments. 

 

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Wilson stated he had no report for this meeting. 

 

 



  Action Items: 
 

1. Advertise Public Meeting for Bill Lewis’s Permit:    Sean motioned to 

advertise for a formal public hearing regarding Bill Lewis’s request for 

Conditional Use for Home Occupancy in April, Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

     2.  NBT Bank Parking Meter Request:     Robert Welch, Senior Vice 

 President for NBT Bank located at 36 Public Avenue, sent a letter requesting 

 for meters to be designated to the bank while the bank was undergoing 

 renovations which will close their parking lot. Closure of the parking lot will 

 have an adverse effect on their customers.  Mr. Welch was requesting four  

 meters to be designated, and they would pay the amount of what each meter 

 would pull in on a normal day.  He stated the renovations are starting on 

 March 9
th
 and should be completed in two months. Craig  responded by 

 stating other businesses in the area have been asking for a number of years 

 to be allowed to pay a monthly or yearly fee to designate  meters located in 

 front of their stores or business for private use, and these requests have 

 always been denied.  Craig gave a background on why the meters were 

 installed in the 1960’s as a way to turn over the parking spaces after a two 

 hour limit, and mentioned the Chamber of Commerce helped pay for the cost 

 of the meters.  He went on to say he feels it could open a door for all sets of 

 problems, and he would not recommend granting their request.  Previously 

 businesses were able to be assigned meters but that was to place a dumpster 

 in that location because there was no other place to put it, and it was for a 

 minimal time.  Craig stated another problem is there would be no way to 

 enforce that only the customers of the bank were using those particular 

 meters. Craig motioned to deny the request, Julanne 2
nd

 the motion.  All in 

 favor, motion carried.  

 

3. Spackle & Paint Borough Offices:     Carl Rinyu provided a quote to caulk, 

spackle, and paint the offices at 89 Cherry Street in the amount of $45.00 per 

hour for two people.  The Borough will provide the caulk, primer, paint, 

spackle and tape needed for the job.  The contractor will supply the brushes, 

rollers, drop cloths, and other tools necessary.  Council discussed the 

proposal for several minutes, and decided to put a cap of $500.00 on the job 

which would be approximately eleven hours of service.  If Carl does not 

have the entire job completed with that allotted time, another proposal will 

be brought to Council before any further work is conducted.  Sean motioned 



to have the Secretary contact Carl and arrange the priority of the job, Todd 

2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

Auditor Management Representation Letter:      Sean began the 

discussion by announcing Leah Rosenkrans was here from our auditors 

Murphy, Dougherty, & Company to explain what the meaning of a 

representation letter is, and why the Borough Council needed to sign it.  He 

stated it is basically a good faith document that states we held up our end of 

the bargain, and there is no fraud involved in the information provided to 

them during the audit.  Sean commented that we usually receive the letter 

before the audit report, but for some reason it followed the report.  Leah 

explained the report was sent first since the Borough wanted it expedited for 

their Council meeting.  She said Erin does an excellent job, and has 

everything ready and organized for them.  Craig said he would prefer to 

have the next audit completed by Labor Day, which Leah indicated this 

would not be a problem on their part.  Sean motioned to approve signing the 

auditor management representation letter dated November 28, 2014, Craig 

2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Presentation Goodwill Industries of NEPA:     Matthew Warren, who is 

the Employment Specialist for the Goodwill Industries, came in to speak 

about the many programs the Goodwill offers.  Matthew stated the Goodwill 

helps people with special needs, and one of the services is the office of 

vocational placement which he resides over.  The program helps people 

develop job skills, such as helping them learn how to fill out applications, 

job coaching, and speaking with employers on their behalf.  He said they 

currently have workers in Price Chopper, Rays, and the Dandy mini-mart.  

Matthew said besides this program, there are ten other programs that are 

supported by the Goodwill.  Another such service is their Adult Day Care 

Program, which currently has eighteen people registered.  They come to the 

program two to five days a week and the hours are from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  

The program also offers free transportation.  They are located between the 

Auto Parts store and the Kubota store on Rt. 706 in Bridgewater Township.  

At the Adult Day Care they promote skill building, and help people 

overcome challenges that they face specific to their special needs.  Matthew 

stated they are hoping to have a donation drive sometime in the spring.  

They will be collecting items people have in their homes that are too good to 

throw away, but good enough to donate for the Goodwill to sell in their local 



stores.  One store is located on Keiser Avenue, and the other one they just 

opened is in Carbondale on Church Street.  They serve people in eleven 

counties, and all they ask of the people who use their services is that they are 

motivated and have a good attitude.  Their address is 17079 State Route 706, 

phone number 570-278-0705; and their web address is goodwillnepa.com.  

The office manager for the Montrose location is Rachael Borgna.  They also 

have a Kids Time Program which is structured like an after school program, 

and takes children from twelve to twenty-one.  Matthew thanked Council for 

their time. 

 

Music Events at Memorial Park:     Cynthia Goodman informed everyone 

she would like to arrange music events at the park now that there is a 

restroom facility and lights.  She stated that there are other towns that hold 

these affairs which are highly successful.  Cynthia said it would be a family 

event where people would be able to bring their chairs or blankets and hear 

the music for free.  It would not be an event specific to any generation, but 

for all to enjoy.  Cynthia said she knew some musicians that had bands right 

in town that she would like to ask if they would provide the music. She 

explained she didn’t want to do this until she found out if Council would 

support this endeavor, and if she needed any type of permit for the event.  

She was thinking about calling it the “Mid Month Music In Montrose” or 

something along that line.  Council stated they didn’t feel she needed a 

permit for this, but they turned to Marion O’Malley the Borough’s solicitor 

for her input.  Marion didn’t feel permits were necessary either, but she then 

directed the question to John Watts our Zoning Officer.  John stated he did 

not see anything in our Ordinance that would call for any type of permit to 

have this event.  Cynthia said she would like to contact some of the 

restaurants in town to see if they would want to sell some food, popcorn, or 

snacks during the event.  She said she had a lot of other ideas she would like 

to explore now that she has a green light to continue with her event.  Council 

asked her to put together a more definitive plan, and bring it to the April 

Council meeting on the 6
th

. 

 

Cynthia stated she had another request for Council which was coming from 

the Women’s Resource Center.  Cynthia would like to know if Council had 

any objection to having ribbons hung from the lampposts around town for 

the month of April.  Cynthia explained April was Sexual Assault Resource 

Month, and they would like to hang a banner announcing this and the 

ribbons would bring additional attention to the cause.  Council informed 



Cynthia they had no objection, and to contact Frontier for assistance with the 

banner. 

 

Resolution 2013-03 Fee Schedule:     John Watts suggested a change in the 

Fee Schedule for “Permitted use change”.  Currently the fee is $15.00 and 

John suggested increasing it to $50.00.   John stated depending upon the 

circumstances a “change of use” could potentially be a lot of work for the 

Zoning Officer which the $15.00 charge would not cover.  John gave an 

example of a change of use such as: a building in town was a retail antique 

store, the building changed owners or tenants and the new occupants are 

now going to have offices in that location.  This would be one scenario that 

would have a higher degree of impact, and would call for multiple visits to 

the location, and also working with COG for the change.  John stated even 

though we increase the rate to $50.00 that increase may not cover some 

instances, and he recommends the following language to be included on the 

Fee Schedule: “Fees listed are typical.  If additional work is required it will 

be billed to the applicant.  Failure to pay any additional fees will stop the 

permitting process until all fees are received.”  John said this statement is on 

some of his other client’s paperwork, and it will protect the Borough from 

paying taxpayer money to cover a permit from a single applicant.  The fee 

schedule will then have to reflect an hourly rate to bill the applicant.  

 

John said another topic he would like Council to consider is a penalty for 

people who know they need a permit and choose not to apply for one.  This 

would include people who have picked up the permit paperwork, but have 

not filled it out and/or returned it with the fee to the Borough Office.  The 

following would also need to be added to the fee schedule if Council deems 

it worthy.  “In the event work has commenced prior to application for a 

building/zoning permit, a penalty shall be due in addition to the permit fee 

and equal to the amount of the appropriate fee, or $50.00 whichever is less.  

This penalty shall not preclude the Borough of Montrose from pursuing any 

other remedies available under the law in those instances where violations 

have occurred.  The Borough shall retain all rights of enforcement, as are 

provided under the Montrose Borough Ordinance and the Pennsylvania 

Municipalities Planning Code.” 

 

Council agreed John had valid points with these two issues.  President 

LaMont asked the Borough Secretary to draw up a new sample Ordinance 

with the changes so Council would be able to review it and discuss it further. 

 



Possible Zoning Changes:       Craig said he would like Council and the 

Zoning Hearing Board to review some current Zoning Ordinances that he 

feels are outdated, and not conducive to our current terminology.  Craig has 

been all around town looking at the various signs, and he feels that the Sign 

Ordinance should be revisited and adjusted.  Another issue Craig noted is if 

a structure is called a patio or a porch it has a different boundary line than a 

deck.  If people call it a deck the setback is much further than if they call it a 

porch or patio.  He would like this to be revisited also.  Council members all 

agreed that there is a need to continually revisit the Zoning Ordinances, to 

make sure that they fit the current needs of the community.  President 

LaMont stated if we are looking into some ordinances that are outdated 

maybe the Zoning Hearing Board committee may also have some thoughts 

on the matter and they should be involved.  Borough Secretary will contact 

Richard Griffith to set up a meeting with the ZHB, President LaMont, Craig 

Reimel, and John Watts to discuss some of these issues. 

 

Deer Ordinance:      Marion O’Malley reported to Council she reviewed the 

sample Ordinance that Dan Colby submitted for the February Council 

meeting.  Marion stated an ordinance would need to include a due process 

and it would be hard to enforce compliance.  She spoke with the local Game 

Commission Officer, Mike Webb and he told her it’s not enforceable and 

she would be wasting her time creating an ordinance.  Mike stated the 

Borough needs to identify the goal, and if the goal is to get the deer out of 

town, this is a management issue.  The best way to manage the deer that 

have overpopulated is to have a voluntary kill.   Marion stated Mike was 

very informative and Council requested for her to invite him to the April 6
th
 

meeting. 

 

Susquehanna County Tax Collection Committee:      Sean motioned to 

appoint Craig as the delegate for the Montrose Borough, Todd 2
nd

 the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Craig motioned to adjourn the meeting, Sean 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

Meeting Adjourned 9:05 PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Lillian T. Senko 

Borough Secretary 


