
REGULAR MEETING 

January 5, 2015 

7:00 PM 

 

President, Tom LaMont called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor John Wilson read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President LaMont inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the December 2014 minutes.   A motion was made to accept the 

minutes as presented by Julanne Skinner, Craig Reimel 2
nd

 the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Tom LaMont, Craig Reimel, Sean Granahan, Julanne 

Skinner 

 

Absent:   Tony Pickett, Randy Schuster, Todd Chamberlain 

 

Other Officials Present:    John Wilson; Mayor, Marion O’Malley; Solicitor, 

Lillian T. Senko; Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:    

 

Susquehanna County Council of Governments 

RE:  December 16, 2014 Agenda, November 18, 2014 Minutes      

 

Susquehanna County Historical Society & Free Library Association 

RE:  Thank You Letter      

 

Time Warner Cable 

RE:  Pricing        

 

Time Warner Cable 

RE:  December 17, 2014 Program Changes       

 

Montrose Municipal Authority 

RE:  2013 Audit             

 



Montrose Borough Planning Commission 

RE:  Minutes from Meetings on 11/17/14 & 12/15/14       

 

Montrose Restoration Committee 

RE:  Thank You Letter 

 

Julanne Skinner had a comment about the hefty increase in Time Warner Cable’s 

service for 2015. 
 

President LaMont inquired if there were any additional questions or comments 

regarding the miscellaneous correspondence.  No questions, no comments. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:    Chief Dale Smith, Jessie Grimm, Ken DiPhillips, 

Stacy Wilson, Melinda Darrow, Erin Jenner 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President LaMont questioned if anyone wanted to make   

any changes or additions to the Agenda. The following items were added to the 

Discussion Items: Natural Gas was added as number three; Old Parking Meters 

was added as number four.  Motion was made to adopt January’s Agenda with the 

additional items by Craig Reimel, Julanne Skinner 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

Approval of A/P:      President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable.  No questions or comments.  Sean 

Granahan motioned to approve payment of outstanding bills, Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

Julanne asked for clarification confirming the new police vehicle payment 

was taken out of the Act 13 Funds; affirmed by Council members. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.  Sean 

motioned to accept Payroll Report, Julanne 2
nd

 the motion. All in favor, motion 

carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President LaMont inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

report.  No questions or comments. 

 

 

 



Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President LaMont asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  Julanne Skinner had a question 

about the Impact Fund disbursements of $41,196.41 on page 114 of the report. 

Council stated page 124 provided the itemized disbursement amounts.  Payment 

included the Memorial Park bathroom construction project; the Jackson Street 

drainage project; and the drainage project in the Tannery Lot.  President LaMont 

asked if there were any further questions or comments.  No questions or comments.  

Motion was made to approve Treasurer’s Report by Craig, Julanne 2
nd

 the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President LaMont inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  Julanne made a comment on the amount of 

money brought into the Borough under 363-210; Parking Meter Revenue.  She 

commented it was due to the Parking Enforcement Officer doing a great job. 

 

Street Department:      President LaMont asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips. President LaMont asked Ken 

to provide any additional information to the Council. 

 

Ken informed everyone the natural gas main on Cherry Street in front of the 

Borough properties are fully charged.  He has a representative from Albright 

providing him with a quote on a Generac generator which will be received by the  

26
th
. The usage load and the size of the building will tell them how large the 

system should be.  President LaMont stated the building could be used as an 

emergency center if we purchase a full power generator product.  Ken will bring 

additional information to Council as he receives it from the vendors. 

 

Upgrading the heating system to natural gas would be the cost effective way to go.  

Ken reported he was able to fix the current system but he can’t guarantee how long 

it will continue to work.  The current system isn’t an efficient system, it’s currently 

working between 40 – 50%.  He received two different quotes for a natural gas 

system.  One quote is $6,200.00 which would be the price of the unit and 

installation.  This system works by blowing heat into the space.  The second quote 

was $12,000.00 for a radiant heat product.  Craig stated if the radiant heat system 

would create a curtain, so when the garage doors needed to be opened, the heat 

wouldn’t be sucked out of the building that would be the better system to choose.  

Council members all agreed they would be willing to spend the extra money on a 



better system.  They instructed Ken to go back to the representative and obtain 

more information on how the heating system would work. 

 

Ken reported that the Dodge Ram’s frame has a hole due to rust, and Todd 

Chamberlain suggested Ken obtain some quotes for a new vehicle.  The quote he 

received was at a CoStars price of $ 29,778.19.  Ken stated the Dodge Ram has a 

valid inspection sticker until September 2015.  Council members decided to table 

this until the February or March meeting. 

 

The appearance, care, maintenance and the performance of the equipment is Ken’s 

responsibility and he would like to purchase a portable hot water pressure washer 

for the shop.  Ken stated this pressure washer would be used for the new public 

restrooms at the park, all the equipment, vehicles and buildings of the Borough.  

He has the money allocated in his budget for this purchase which would cost 

approximately $ 3,900.00.  Ken informed Council he does have another quote 

coming in so Council suggested tabling the subject until Ken obtains the quote. 

 

Zoning Report:     President LaMont asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Zoning Report submitted by the Borough Secretary.  No 

questions or comments. 

 

Police Department:   President LaMont asked if there were any items Chief Smith 

would like to report on, or if there were any questions or comments regarding the 

Police Report. 

 

Chief Smith would like to know what collision place Council would prefer to take 

the Black Ford Explorer for repairs.  Puzzo’s $700.00 or HiTech $1,600  Craig 

motioned to have the car taken to Puzzo’s for the repair, Sean 2
nd

 the motion.  All 

in favor, motion carried. 

 

Metro Alert System provided a quote for the police computer system, and Chief 

Smith would like to move forward and order the system.  Cost of the system is 

$9,218.58 which provides the basic Licensing package for two users at one time; 

Officer Training Session; Annual Software Licensing; and Server components.  

Craig motioned to contract with Metro Alert and to order the new system, Julanne 

2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Chief Smith stated he was looking into the prices of the Crosswalk Signs.  Council 

members stated it needed to be FHWA approved.  Ken found one for $100.00 

similar to the one the hospital had, but he will check to make sure it meets the 



requirements.  Council reminded Chief Smith to have visible lights on at Public 

Avenue. 

 

President LaMont asked if there were any further questions or comments.  No 

questions or comments. 

 

Municipal Authority:    President LaMont asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report.  No questions or 

comments. 

 

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Wilson stated he had no report for this meeting. 

 

  Action Items: 

 

1. Swear In Zoning Official:     Jessie Grimm was duly sworn in to uphold his 

position as Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer by Mayor John Wilson. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

Mileage Reimbursement:     The Borough reimbursement rate for mileage 

is currently $0.40, and the Federal rate is currently $0.57.  Sean motioned to 

adjust the reimbursement rate for mileage to the current Federal rate of 

$0.57, Julanne 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Tax Collector:     Betsy O’Malley and Amy Lyden sent in “Letters of 

Interest” for the vacant position of Tax Collector.  Council members 

reviewed all the paperwork that was submitted.  Council discussed how they 

were both very good candidates, but they agreed Betsy should be given the 

opportunity based upon her recent name on the Ballot for the previous Tax 

Collector election.  They stated she put effort into obtaining the position 

before and they felt she should be given a chance.  Sean moved that Betsy 

O’Malley be chosen to fill the vacant position of Tax Collector, Craig 2
nd

 the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Council stated Betsy would still have to place her name in the primary 

election to run for Tax Collector because her appointment is only until the 

end of 2015.  Amy Lyden will have an opportunity to run against Betsy if 

she chooses to pursue the position. 

 



Natural Gas Company:     President LaMont informed everyone he has 

been receiving calls telling him people who have switched over to gas their 

bills are outrageous.  The people phoning him are also very upset because 

they were told the Borough gets a cut.   One person who phoned informed 

him his transportation fees on his bill was $165.00, plus he had line 

construction fees, and the gas charge.  Council discussed this for a few 

minutes and President LaMont asked the two reporters to please put in the 

paper that the Borough does not receive any payment whatsoever from the 

gas companies. 

 

Old Parking Meters:     Craig mentioned he watched a show and in 

Sycamore, Illinois they only use old meters, and charge a penny for parking.  

Craig said they have quite a few of the old Duncan meters in the shed, and 

he was going to ask Ken to provide him with a count.  Illinois maybe 

interested in purchasing them since they only use the older model, and that’s 

what we have in storage.  Craig will reach out. 

 

Executive Session: 

 

President LaMont recessed the open meeting for an executive session at 8:35 

pm.   

 

At 8:40 pm President LaMont called the open meeting back to order. 

 

 

Craig motioned to increase pay across the board by $0.50 per hour, Sean 2
nd

 the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Sean motioned to adjourn the meeting, Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:45 PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 
 


