
REGULAR MEETING 

April 7, 2014 

7:00 PM 

 

President, Tom LaMont called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor, John Wilson read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Tom LaMont, Randy Schuster, Craig Reimel, Sean 

Granahan, Tony Pickett, Todd Chamberlain, Julanne Skinner 

 

Absent:    

 

Other Officials Present:    John Wilson, Mayor, Marion O’Malley, Solicitor, 

Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Approval of Minutes: President LaMont inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the March 3, 2014 minutes.  Tony Pickett stated under Police 

Report, a 2010 Dodge Charger was listed three times, but the vehicle in question is 

a 2005 Ford Explorer, not a 2010 Dodge Charger.  Motion to accept amended 

minutes by Craig Reimel, Tony Pickett 2nd motion.  Approved unanimously.  

Motion carried 

 

Misc. Correspondence:    
 

Susquehanna county Council of Governments 

RE:  February 18, 2014 Minutes & March 18, 2014 Agenda 

 

US Department of Homeland Security FEMA 

RE:  Become CRS “Ready” 

 

The Community Foundation of the Endless Mountains 

RE:  The Montrose Fund 

 

E-Mail – Ashley Kilmer 

RE: Multi Use Athletic Complex Flyer 

 

 



US Army Corps of Engineers 

RE: Public Notice 

 

Time Warner Cable 

RE:  March 5, 2014 Update 

 

E-Mail – Senator Gene Yaw E-Newsletter 

RE:  Legislative Recap 

 

Time Warner Cable 

RE:  March 19, 2014 Update 

 

Montrose Borough Planning Commission 

RE:  February 16, 2014 Meeting 

 

Montrose Borough Planning Commission 

RE:  March 17, 2014 Meeting 

 

Constitution Pipeline 

RE:  Community Grant Program 

 

PA Department of Environmental Protection 

RE:  General Permit Acknowledgement Notification 

 

Northern Tier Regional Planning & Development Commission 

RE:  2014 Annual Meeting Invitation 

 

Constitution Pipeline Company 

RE:  Update Issue 

 

Susquehanna County Conservation District 

RE:  Dirt and Gravel Road Program 

 

Connection for Oil, Gas & Environment in the Northern Tier, Inc. 

RE:  First Responder Pipeline Emergency Training Initiative 

 

Pennsylvania Department of Labor & Industry 

RE:  State Workers’ Insurance Fund 

 

 



Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement Board 

RE:  Newsletter – The Spotlight 

 

Pennsylvania American Water 

RE:  Water Tank 

 

Pennsylvania One Call System, Inc. 

RE:  Pipeline Safety Bulletin 

 

President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or comments regarding the 

miscellaneous correspondence.  The following items were discussed: 

 

President LaMont stated that there was an e-mail from Ashley Kilmer, who is 

asking for a $500.00 donation from the Act 13 Fund, to complete a feasibility 

study on a multiuse athletic complex, and conference facility in Susquehanna 

County.  As of this date, Bridgewater, Herrick, and Gibson townships have 

pledged their share.  Council members discussed that the people spearheading this 

endeavor is looking near Elk Mtn. for the location of the complex.  Council stated 

that if it was placed near Elk, Montrose residents would not use the facility since it 

would be too far.  President LaMont said it wasn’t something they needed to vote 

on, he just wanted to bring it to everyone’s attention.   

 

Julanne Skinner wanted to bring to everyone’s attention the information on the first 

responder’s emergency training.  On April 27
th
 and September 13

th
, training will be 

held at the Harford Fire Hall.   

 

Julanne asked if we normally apply for the Dirt and Gravel and Low Volume 

Roads Program.  Ken DiPhillips stated that the three dirt roads located in the 

Borough are so small it is not realistic to apply for funds, since the time needed to 

dedicate to the Grant writing doesn’t guarantee the funds would be allocated to the 

Borough.   

 

President LaMont inquired if there were any further questions or comments 

regarding the miscellaneous correspondence.  No further questions or comments. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:   Dale Smith, Pat Farnelli, Melinda Darrow, Ken 

DiPhillips, Maryann Dewitt,  Alice B. Walsh, Sue McMamara 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President LaMont questioned if anyone wanted to make   

any changes or additions to the agenda.  The following changes/additions were 



made:  Under Action Items: Number 3, Permit for porch renovation, Number 4, 

Permit for awning/sign, Number 5, Peddler’s Permit for Southern Tier Heating & 

Air Conditioning.  Motion was made to adopt April’s modified agenda by Craig 

Reimel, Tony Pickett 2
nd

 motion.  Approved unanimously.  Motion carried 

 

Approval of A/P:      President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable.  Randy Schuster motioned to approve 

payment of outstanding bills, Todd Chamberlain 2
nd

 motion.  Approved 

unanimously. Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions, no comments.  Tony 

motioned to accept Payroll Report, Sean Granahan 2
nd

 motion. Approved 

unanimously.  Motion carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President LaMont inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

report.  No questions, no comments. 

 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President LaMont asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  No questions, no comments. 

Motion was made to approve Treasurer’s Report by Craig Reimel, Sean Granahan 

2
nd

 motion.  Approved unanimously. Motion carried.  

 

President LaMont took the opportunity at this time to read a letter from Joanne 

Mayerzak, dated March 5, 2014, which stated her intent to resign effective April 

30, 2014.  Council members were very thankful for her service and were upset to 

lose such a valuable asset to the Borough.  Randy motioned to accept with regret 

Joanne’s resignation, Sean 2
nd

 motion.  Approved unanimously.  Motion carried. 

 

Budget Report:     President LaMont asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  Julanne inquired whether or not it was 

advisable to add additional funds to the office products since 75% of the annual 

budget was already spent.  Craig Reimel stated there was no need to do so, since 

office products tend to be purchased in higher amounts at the beginning of the 

year, and then the spending usually subsides.  If more than allocated amount is 

spent, the budget can be reconciled.  President LaMont asked if there were any 

further questions or comments. No questions, no comments. 



Street Department:      President LaMont asked Ken DiPhillips to provide any 

additional information to his report.  The following items were discussed: 

 

Randy Schuster motioned to approve purchase of 200 yds of cinders, Sean 2
nd

 

motion, and then Sean stated he would like to amend the motion, and add the 

purchase of a broom for the sweeper, and allocate the $5,000.00 requested funds 

for the crack sealing program, Randy 2
nd

 motion.  Approved unanimously.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Ken recommended putting up a fence starting at the porch posts, going down along 

the side of the embankment to the edge of the property, and making an L turn to 

the driveway.  Craig Reimel suggested the fence should go down the bank five feet 

or so, instead of just putting the fence on top of the embankment.  Sean Granahan 

questioned if the property bordering the Borough building was still available to 

purchase, Council members responded they weren’t sure.  Randy motioned to put 

this request on hold until further information on the bordering property is available, 

Sean 2
nd

 motion.  Approved unanimously.  Motion carried. 

 

Zoning Officer:     President LaMont questioned whether or not there was any 

response to the Legal Notice, which was advertised for the past two weeks, for the 

open positions of Zoning Officer and Code Enforcement officer.  Borough 

Secretary handed President LaMont two closed bids.  One bid was from a local 

company, Joe Hunt & Associates Inc., and the other bid was from Greenman – 

Pederson Inc., who have offices located in Scranton.  There was no activity on the 

request for a part time Zoning Officer and Code Enforcement Officer, no Resumes 

were received.  President LaMont stated the Personnel Committee should be the 

ones responsible for opening, and reviewing the bids, and passed the envelopes to 

Randy Schuster.  President LaMont stated Council will be waiting for their 

recommendation at the next meeting. 

 

President LaMont stated during last week’s zoning training course, lead by Carson 

Helfrich, Carson said he would not recommend a company to provide the services.  

He said by using a company you would not be holding any individual responsible 

when or if you have any issues.  Sean Granahan stated there is currently no one to 

supervise this person, and no one with the expertise to do the job. He went on to 

state that he would prefer a company to fill the vacant position.  Mary Ann Dewitt, 

who also attended the training course stated, by hiring individuals there has been a 

great turnover in the past 15-20 years, and this has caused a lack of continuity.  It 

would be nice to have a company that would be able to handle both job duties, and 



have the time and experience to complete the work in a timely and professional 

manner.  

 

Police Department:   President LaMont asked if there were any questions or 

comments regarding the Police Department report.  The following items were 

discussed: 

 

Sean Granahan asked Dale to explain his reporting percentages used under Traffic, 

and also the stated number of cases closed under Criminal.  

Chief Dale Smith stated there were 6 citations given in the month of March, 12% 

of the stops resulted in a citation.  Cases closed were 34, and these were cases prior 

to March 2014. 

 

The 2005 white Ford Explorer is still acting up; the transmission flush didn’t seem 

to help. To replace the transmission it would be approximately $2,000.00 for the 

repair.  Based on the fact that the car has $140,000 plus miles, and is 9 years old, 

Council members suggested putting it out for bid, on an “as is” basis.  Randy 

motioned to advertise for the sale on an “as is” basis, Julanne 2
nd

 motion.  

Unanimously approved.  Motion carried. 

 

Council members questioned when the 2010 black Ford Explorer is going into the 

shop for repair from the accident.  Chief Smith stated it was going to be this week. 

 

Chief Dale Smith asked Council if the 2005 Explorer is going to be replaced.  

Chief Smith stated he is trying to keep all the vehicles under warranty by replacing 

them every five years.  Chief Smith had obtained pricing on three different 

vehicles, Ford Police Sedan AWD for $32,029, Dodge Charger AWD for 

$31,557.81 and a Ford SUV, AWD for $ 35,054.00.  Chief Smith stated the 

disparity in pricing is due to equipment needed for police vehicles included in the 

price.  The only vehicle which would be fully equipped for a Police vehicle is the 

Ford SUV for $35,054.  All quotes are based on Costars pricing.  Todd stated there 

are vehicles using natural gas for fuel, and he suggested before Council makes a 

decision on which vehicle to purchase, for Chief Smith to obtain pricing for a CNG 

vehicle. 

 

Randy Schuster said the Police Department is the current enforcement officers for 

Zoning.  The owners of the Montrose Hotel have their dumpsters overflowing with 

garbage, and the fire escape is also blocked with garbage.  He went on to say the 

property on High Street is still riddled with junk, and these two properties need to 

be addressed as soon as possible. 



 

President LaMont asked if there were any further questions or comments.  No 

questions, no comments. 

 

Municipal Authority:    President LaMont asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report.  No questions, no 

comments. 

 

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor John Wilson reported he was pleased to see road work 

was finally started on Grow Avenue. 

 

   Action Items: 

 

1. Memorial Park:    Craig Reimel informed Council that the paperwork was 

submitted to COG for the new restrooms in Memorial Park.  Craig relayed a 

message from COG that we could move forward in preparing an RFP since 

the permit would be forthcoming within a month.  Todd Chamberlain made 

a motion to start paperwork and place an ad for the RFP in the paper, Sean 

Granahan 2
nd

 motion.  Unanimously approved.  Motion carried.  

 

2. Treasurer:   President LaMont stated when Joanne Mayerzak gave notice 

that she was going to vacate her position, Randy asked Erin Jenner to come 

up with names of people she would recommend to fill this position.  Erin 

submitted a proposal from Ventresca’s which would cover the duties 

currently managed by Joanne, starting May 1, 2014.  Erin will assign two 

people to handle the filing of payroll tax deposits, quarterly payroll reports, 

end of year payroll reports, along with W2’s and 1099’s, monthly balancing 

of all bank accounts, and monthly treasurers report for the meeting packet.  

The cost would be $195.00 a month which is comparable to what the 

Borough was paying Joanne.  President LaMont stated typical theory is to 

keep separate individuals for drafting checks and reconciliation, and by 

using Ventresca’s services this would be accomplished.  Julanne questioned 

whether or not we had to advertize for this position and Sean answered by 

saying it is within our power as a Borough to hire for a vacant position 

without advertising.  Craig motioned to accept Ventresca’s proposal, Tony 

2
nd

 motion.  Unanimously approved.  Motion carried. 

  

3. Permit (Porch Renovation):     Mr. Webb who resides on Lake Ave. 

submitted paperwork for renovation to his porch.  After several minutes of 

discussion, Council members determined they did not have sufficient 



information to approve the permit.  Secretary will phone Mr. Webb and ask 

for more details to be added to the paperwork for resubmission. 

 

     4. Permit (Awning w/sign):    Joyce Siracuse submitted paperwork for an 

awning that will be placed on the front of her business “Joycie’s” on Public 

Avenue.  Ms. Siracuse lessees the space and Council members felt that her 

landlord should also sign the permit, indicating his approval of the awning.  

Council members discussed in detail, information of the awning that was not 

on the permit application, such as the type of awning (fixed/retractable), 

length, width, and whether or not this needed to also go to COG for 

approval. After several minutes, President LaMont stated Council did not 

have enough information to approve the awning at this time. 

 

      5. Permit (Peddler’s):    During Council’s meeting of November 4, 2013, 

Council denied a Peddler’s Permit to Southern Tier Heating & Air 

Conditioning since the use of door hangers were part of their proposal.  

President LaMont stated since Council has granted permission to 

Leatherstocking to use door hangers, and it hasn’t posed a problem so far, 

Council should revisit the request from Southern Tier. Craig Reimel made a 

motion to accept Southern Tier’s Peddler’s Permit based upon the same 

criteria as Leatherstocking.  Criteria includes, registering with the Borough 

Secretary, and providing a valid driver’s license, make, model, year, and 

license plate number of the car, for each person who will be canvassing the 

area, Julanne 2nd motion.  Unanimously approved.  Motion carried.  

 

Discussion Items: 

 

Dog Park:     President LaMont stated further discussion was required after 

last month’s initial inquiry for the Borough of Montrose to have a dog park.  

Craig Reimel stated the Lions are not interested in putting up a fence or 

assuming additional liability, however, people can go to the property and run 

their dog as it is now.  President LaMont brought Council members attention 

to the drawing Ken DiPhillips included in his Street Department report.  

Craig stated he didn’t know why Ken would measure a piece of the property 

inside the park, since the park has a “no dogs” policy.  Craig said he was 

under the impression Ken was going to measure another area which was 

outside the park.  Ken did not measure that area since it is currently used for 

parking, and if the area is used for a dog park, there will be no available 

place for people who use the park to park their cars. Council members agree 

that Memorial park will continue to be dog free and there is no area that can 



be used for a dog park.  There were further discussions and questions raised 

such as: if there was a dog park somewhere in the Borough who would pick 

up the dog droppings; concerns that people would just drop off their dog and 

disappear; and who would monitor the condition of the park; were some 

items discussed in length.  President LaMont stated that a petition was 

suggested at the March 3
rd

 meeting, and Maryann DeWitt a resident of 

Montrose provided to the Council a petition with 44 signatures.  President 

LaMont stated that 44 signatures was a good start, but there was still the 

question of where a dog park could be located.  No decision was made at 

this time. 

 

Leatherstocking:    Leatherstocking informational meeting will be held at 

the Montrose High School, in the Auditorium on April 14
th

 from 7:00 pm to 

9:00 pm.  300-500 people are expected to attend.  Craig Reimel stated he has 

a sandwich sign which he will post outside the theater stating the meeting 

has moved to the High School. 

 

Executive Session: 

 

No session was held during this meeting 

 

Sean Granahan motioned to adjourn meeting, Tony Pickett 2
nd

 motion. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:30 PM 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 

 

 


