
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting 

February 6, 2017 

7:00 PM 

 

President Sean Granahan called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor John Wilson read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President Granahan questioned if anyone wanted to make 

any changes or additions to the Agenda.  The following additions were made: 

Action Item: # 7. Approve $1,028.85 Invoice to JHA for Streetscape. Executive 

session concerning personnel. Motion was made to adopt the Agenda as amended 

by Councilwoman Judy Kelly; Councilman Jamie Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President Granahan inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the January 2017 minutes. A motion was made to accept minutes as 

presented by Councilman Tom LaMont; Councilman Craig Reimel 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Sean Granahan, Judy Kelly, Jamie Holbert, Tom LaMont, 

Craig Reimel, Todd Chamberlain 

 

Absent:   Randy Schuster 

 

Other Officials Present:     John Wilson, Mayor; Marion O’Malley, Solicitor; 

Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:   

 

Beirne Wealth Consulting      

RE:  December Investment Report 

 

Beirne Wealth Consulting      

RE:  Quarterly Summary Report Oct-Dec 

 

PA Public Utility Commission      



RE:  Public Meeting on Rate Hike 

 

Community Foundation of the Endless Mtn.    

RE:  Newsletter 

 

Northern Tier Regional Planning & Dev. Commission  

RE:  Update 

 

Charter Communications       

RE:  Changes 

 

Card from Alice Walsh       

RE:  Thank you 

     

President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or comments associated 

with the miscellaneous correspondence.  No questions or comments. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:      Chief Dale Smith, Supervisor Ken DiPhillips, 

Corporal Andy Genneken, David Darrow, Vera Scroggins, Vince Gerrish, Jesse 

Grimm, Julanne Skinner, Barbara Clifford 

 

President Granahan asked if there were any members in the audience who would 

like to speak who are not listed on the Agenda. Barbara Clifford said she would 

like to ask questions when the gas lease is discussed. 

 

Approval of A/P:      President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable. Councilman Chamberlain questioned 

invoices from Andrew Francis Advertising, Leatherstocking, and Mooney Builders 

which was answered by other Council members.  Councilman Chamberlain 

motioned to approve payment of outstanding bills; Councilman Holbert 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     President Granahan inquired if there were any questions 

or comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.  

Councilman Reimel motioned to accept the Payroll Report; Councilwoman Judy 

Kelly 2nd the motion. All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President Granahan inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

Report.  No questions or comments. 



Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  Motion was made to accept the 

Treasurer’s Report by Councilman LaMont; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President Granahan inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  No comments or questions. 

 

Street Department:      President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips, Supervisor.    

 

Supervisor DiPhillips stated things have been pretty quiet, usual work, plowing, 

cindering, and maintenance on the vehicles and building.  He said a need came up 

after the report was submitted.  Supervisor DiPhillips informed Council the 

parking brake mechanism froze up with the salt, and it would cost approximately 

five hundred dollars to have it fixed.  Councilman Chamberlain said he would 

show Supervisor DiPhillips what to do to prevent this from reoccurring. 

Councilman Chamberlain motioned to approve the five-hundred-dollar expense, 

Councilman LaMont 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilman Chamberlain questioned Supervisor DiPhillips on the conditions of 

the roads, and asked how bad the streets are breaking up.  Supervisor DiPhillips 

replied they were definitely cracking. 

 

Code Enforcement/BCO Report:     President Granahan asked Jesse Grimm who 

was in attendance to provide an update to Council on his report. 

 

Mr. Grimm stated there were five citations issued for the maintenance, and upkeep 

of snow removal.  He informed President Granahan he contacted Patty Aiken, per 

his request, to have the snow removed from the sidewalk since an ice storm was 

forecasted for the next day.  President Granahan said to issue citations to anyone 

who does not maintain their sidewalks according to the ordinance. 

 

Mr. Grimm reported on his inspection of a basement apartment located on Public 

Avenue.  He stated the common hallway has approximately six foot six inches of 

headroom which does not meet the required seven foot four inches.  The inside of 

each apartment has approximately seven foot ceilings, and also do not meet the 

required amount. 



 

There is a lack of windows in habitable rooms; a way to enter, and exit the 

apartment, but Mr. Grimm said he would state it was unfit for human occupancy 

per regulations.  Mr. Grimm stated when an apartment does not have windows, 

there is a provision stating artificial ventilation and light would be a requirement.  

He said he didn’t see a set up for that type of system, or how it would be attainable. 

 

Council asked what they could do in a case where an uninhabitable space was 

being rented; Mr. Grimm replied they would condemn the apartment, and the 

inhabitants would need to relocate immediately.  Councilman Reimel stated 

utilities cannot be shut off during the winter months, and asked if Code 

Enforcement follow the same rules; Mr. Grimm replied he doesn’t think so.  If a 

property is deemed uninhabitable the inhabitants need to leave immediately. 

 

Council discussed with Mr. Grimm scenarios for a few moments, and President 

Granahan asked if Council would want people living in a cellar with no windows 

and low ceilings.  Mr. Grimm suggested Council adopt a rental ordinance; with an 

ordinance, all areas of a structure would be inspected not just the obvious 

violations. 

 

Zoning Report:     President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Zoning Report provided by Mr. Watts.  No comments or 

questions. 

 

Open Hearing Called to Order at 7:27 p.m. 

 

President Granahan informed everyone our current Code Ordinance, Article V, 

Section 47-34, will be revised, and asked Solicitor O’Malley to give the details. 

 

Solicitor O’Malley stated our current Ordinance, specifically Article V, Section 

47-34 was making our provisions more erroneous on the resident’s verses using the 

Uniform Construction Code (UCC).  It caused additional burden to the Borough 

property owners.  President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments.  No questions, or comments. 

 

Open Hearing Closed at 7:33 p.m. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Reimel to Adopt Ordinance Number 2017-01, 

Councilman Jamie Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 



Police Department:   President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Police Report.   

 

Chief Smith said the Police Department has been very busy.  Councilman 

Chamberlain asked what was wrong with the Charger; why it was out of 

commission for so long.  Chief Smith stated the windshield was replaced, the 

camera had to be mounted, followed by fixing the bent rim and the tie rod. The 

services were performed by multiple vendors, and appointments needed to be made 

with each one. 

 

Councilwoman Kelly said she sees many incidents dealing with narcotics on the 

report, and she told Chief Smith to keep up the good work.   

 

Solicitor O’Malley asked Chief Smith about the incident on Lathrop Street on 

January 5th, her question was who took possession of the firearm.  Chief Smith 

replied the Montrose Police Department has the firearm. 

 

Julanne Skinner asked Chief Smith if they stop people whose license plate is 

covered with mud, and what they do.  Chief Smith stated they stop and warn 

people, but no citations are given. 

 

Councilman Chamberlain asked how many incidents do they respond to outside the 

Borough in Bridgewater Township.  Chief Smith stated not too many, maybe two 

to three times a month for an assist.  President Granahan asked if they go without a 

request, Chief Smith stated they only go when they are asked to assist the State 

Police. 

 

Municipal Authority:    President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report.  

 

President Granahan stated Robert Mann and Dave Darrow were present and 

Council would like to know how things were going with the Montrose Municipal 

Authority and Bridgewater Township. 

 

Mr. Mann said Dave Darrow will speak on the subject since he was involved with 

the arbitration between the MMA, and Bridgewater Township.  Mr. Darrow stated 

during arbitration with Bridgewater Township, Bridgewater asked to have a rate 

study completed.  Bridgewater was presented with the rate study, and they weren’t 

happy with the results, but it justified the rates.  Mr. Darrow stated Bridgewater 

Township continues to pay quarterly, and they are up to date on back debt. 



President Granahan asked how the new plant was doing.  Mr. Darrow said it was 

doing well; had an issue with zinc in the water; the water company changed their 

process, and all was well. 

 

Councilwoman Kelly asked Mr. Darrow if the water pipe project had any impact 

on them; he replied no, it does not affect them. 

 

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Wilson said he had nothing to report. 

 

Action Items: 

 

3. Reappoint Gary Passmore to MMA:     Councilwoman Kelly motioned to 

reappoint Gary Passmore to the Montrose Municipal Authority for a five-

year term; Councilman LaMont 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

2. Reappoint JoAnne Luecke to Planning Commission; remove Jennie 

Bowen:      Councilwoman Kelly motioned to reappoint JoAnne Luecke to 

the Montrose Planning Commission, and remove Jennie Bowen due to 

severe health issues; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

1. Reappoint Michael Lyden, and Carla Whitney to the Zoning Hearing 

Board:     Councilman Reimel motioned to reappoint Michael Lyden and 

Carla Whitney to the Montrose Zoning Hearing Board for a three year term; 

Councilman Chamberlain 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

4.  Adopt Changes to Article V, Section 47-34 in Codes:     Adopted, 

reference page four of the minutes. 

 

5. Memorial Day Parade May 29, 2017:     Councilman Reimel motioned to 

permit the Ayres Stone Post No. 5642 to hold the parade on May 29th; 

Councilman Chamberlain 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

6.  Cabot Gas Lease Officer:     President Granahan informed the 

representative from Cabot, Vince Gerrish, Council would like to take Janice 

Lobdell up on the offer to view the map, and documents of the well the 

Borough would be a part of.  Mr. Gerrish said he would be the one 

reviewing the map with Council, and he would be willing to meet with them 

at their convenience. 

 



 President Granahan asked Mr. Gerrish to give Council Cabot’s take on the 

“law of capture” so they can understand their position.  Mr. Gerrish 

informed Council; no lateral piping can go underneath the Borough, and 

explained the process of gas migrating to the pipes.  President Granahan 

asked if the Borough was part of some large pocket of gas, and Mr. Gerrish 

replied yes, it’s defined by Seismic Testing.  

 

 Barbara Clifford asked if Cabot was the only company Council was looking 

to lease with since another company is offering gas leases in the area.  

President Granahan informed Ms. Clifford, Cabot approached Council with 

an offer; Council wasn’t initiating a gas lease. 

 

 Ms. Clifford asked Mr. Gerrish how far does a frack extend from the well 

bore; Mr. Gerrish stated he wasn’t an engineer, and wouldn’t be able to 

answer her question, but he would get back to her with the answer.  Ms. 

Clifford stated she was concerned with the fracking since her chimney 

cracked during the drilling in West Montrose 

 

 Julanne Skinner stated gas prices are going up, why rush into a contract.  

President Granahan assured her there is no rush on Council’s part. 

 

 President Granahan thanked Mr. Gerrish for coming in to answer questions. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

1. Montrose Borough Polling Location:      President Granahan said everyone 

should have received a copy in their packet regarding an e-mail request, and 

conversation with Democratic Party representatives about concerns with 

using the Courthouse as a polling location. 

 

 Councilman Reimel said he spoke with Laura Watts after this building was 

constructed, and also to people in ward one about combining the two 

locations into one.  Parking was never brought up in those conversations as 

an issue, the concern was not having enough people to man the polls.  

Councilman Reimel stated at one time there were three locations to vote; the 

third one was Lee’s Furniture. 

 

 Council spoke for a few moments about the request, and decided there was 

no need, or desire to combine the two polling locations into one. 

 



2. South Main Street Sidewalk Project:     Councilwoman Kelly stated she is 

finally receiving answers, and getting headway into the project.  She spoke 

to Tad Moser, Project Manager from JHA, and he said they received the 

thirty percent plan drawings from the water company, and incorporated them 

into the project drawings.  Mr. Moser informed Councilwoman Kelly they 

still have not received the revised plans for the lighting.  

 

 Councilwoman Kelly said she’s been working really hard trying to push this 

project along so they don’t lose the grant funds, and it’s been really difficult 

trying to get everyone’s plans submitted.  She said April Hannon from 

PennDot has been helping them.  The tentative let grant date is April 20th 

when the contract goes out for bid.   

 

 There is a concern with the sidewalks on South Main Street in comparison to 

Public Avenue reported Councilwoman Kelly.  She said the sidewalks curve 

up by the buildings, and some businesses have steps, others have different 

entrances, and she doesn’t know how it’s going to affect the project 

sidewalk.  President Granahan said they would have to look into that subject 

a little further. 

 

3. Northern Tier Coalition:      Councilman Reimel stated he attended the last 

meeting of the Northern Tier Coalition, and changes have been made.  The 

Coalition decided to split from the composting business, and they turned 

over their part ownership of the building, and tractor to the Montrose 

Borough.  They will also be sending a check in the amount of three thousand 

eighty-six dollars which is owned to Montrose.  Councilman Reimel stated 

all future money collected on the compost would now go into the Montrose 

Borough fund without any payouts. 

 

Executive Session:     
 

President Granahan recessed the open meeting at 8:16 p.m. 

At 8:52 p.m. President Granahan called the open meeting back to order. 

 

 

Councilman Reimel motioned to approve a checking subaccount specifically for 

compost funds, Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 



Councilman Reimel motioned to adjourn the meeting, Councilman Holbert 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:55 PM 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lillian T. Senko 
Lillian T. Senko 

Borough Secretary 

 


