
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting 

July 11, 2016 

7:00 PM 

 

President Sean Granahan called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor John Wilson read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President Granahan questioned if anyone wanted to make 

any changes or additions to the Agenda.  The following additions were made: 

Action Item: # 7. Name Steve Arnold as an Alternate for the Montrose Borough 

Zoning Hearing Board; #8. Dead tree on Maple Street; #9. Sign Sales Agreement 

for Vacant Land.  Discussion Item: #4. Trees in the Borough.  Motion was made to 

adopt the Agenda as amended by Judy Kelly; Todd Chamberlain 2
nd

 the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President Granahan inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the June 2016 minutes.  A motion was made to accept minutes as 

presented by Judy Kelly; Jamie Holbert 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Sean Granahan, Judy Kelly, Todd Chamberlain, Jamie 

Holbert  

 

Absent:   Randy Schuster, Tom LaMont, Craig Reimel (arrived at 7:07) 

 

Other Officials Present:    John Wilson, Mayor; Marion O’Malley, Solicitor; 

Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:   

  

Susquehanna County Commissioner     

RE:  Thank you from Betsy Arnold 

 

Montrose Restoration Committee     

RE:  Thank you 

 



 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection  

RE:  Trehab Associates Inc. 

 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection  

RE:  Cleanup Program 

 

Beirne Wealth Consulting      

RE:  May Investment Report 

 

Montrose Zoning Hearing Board      

RE:  Minutes April 19, 2016 

  

Montrose Planning Commission     

RE:  Scheduled meeting June 20, 2016 

 

Susquehanna County Council of Governments             

RE:  June 21
st
 Agenda, May 17, 2016 Minutes 

 

Charter Communications       

RE:  Changes 

 

Spectrum         

RE:  Information TWC & Charter Comm. Merger 

 

Charter Communications       

RE:  Changes 

 

Cabot Oil & Gas Corporation      

RE:  Notification Unconventional Drilling Permit 

 

Montrose Borough Zoning Hearing Board    

RE:   303 S Main Street Hearing 

 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection  

RE:  Statewide Health Standard Final Report Approval 

 

President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or comments associated 

with the miscellaneous correspondence.  No questions or comments. 

 



Recognition of Attendees:      Chief Dale Smith, Ken DiPhillips, Corporal Andy 

Genneken, Regge Episale, Dawn Washo 

 

President Granahan asked if there were any members in the audience who would 

like to speak who were not listed on the Agenda.  

 

Approval of A/P:      President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable. Todd Chamberlain motioned to 

approve payment of outstanding bills; Jamie Holbert 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     President Granahan inquired if there were any questions 

or comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.  Craig 

Reimel motioned to accept the Payroll Report; Todd 2
nd

 the motion. All in favor, 

motion carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President Granahan inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

Report.  No questions or comments. 

 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  No questions or comments. 

Motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s Report by Craig; Jamie 2
nd

 the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President Granahan inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  No questions or comments. 

 

Street Department:      President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips, Supervisor.  

 

Ken informed Council he inspected the traffic light as they instructed him to do at 

the last Council meeting, and as far as he can tell it’s in working order, and there is 

no damage to any of the parts. 

 

There is a need to stone and oil the slated roads before the micro surfacing project 

is started.  He received the CoStar pricing from Vestal Asphalt for the equipment 

and the oil at a cost of $ 8,950.00.  Ken said they would need to purchase the 



stones at a cost of $ 2,250.00.  Total cost of the project is $11,200.00.  Craig 

motioned to move forward with the stone and oil with Vestal Asphalt providing the 

equipment and the oil; Judy 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

A customer service representative from a company who provides a service to rust 

proof vehicles stopped into the shop, and Ken would like to have the Dodge dump 

truck, the new dump truck, and the pickup truck coated.  Council discussed the 

product, and reviewed the brochure Ken provided for a few minutes.  Todd 

suggested contacting previous customers to see if they’re happy with the result of 

the product before they have the work done. 

 

Dennis Bennett provided Ken with a price of $160.00 per hour to trim the 

overgrown tree canopies.  This price includes the chipper and the boon truck.  Ken 

said Prospect Street to Lake Ave, Cliff, and Spruce all need to have the trees 

trimmed.  Craig motioned to have Dennis Bennett trim the necessary trees; Todd 

2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Meters throughout the Borough need parts and repairs, and Ken would need 

approximately $1,000.00.  Craig motioned to have Ken purchase the parts he 

needs, and to send out the meters for repair; Judy 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

Judy said the town looked really great with the 4
th

 of July banners up, the 

crosswalk painted, and everything else the Street Department did to prepare for the 

Holiday weekend.  Remaining Council members agreed, and expressed their 

thanks for all the work. 

 

Action Items: 

 

8. Dead Tree Maple Street: President Granahan informed Ken there is a 

 tree on Maple Street that needs to be cut down.  Ken said he spoke with Al 

 Reimel, and they decided to leave the tree alone until they had a plan in 

 place to replace the tree.  Todd stated it’s not into any wires and maybe the 

 Street Department would be able to cut it down.  President Granahan said he 

 doesn’t want to risk anything happening, and to hire a company to remove it.  

 Council spoke for a few minutes regarding the tree, cutting it down, 

 removing the stump, and replacing it with another tree.  Judy said she would 

 look into the cost of purchasing another Elm tree to replace it. 

 

 



Discussion Items: 

 

4. Trees in the Borough: Judy reported there are several dead trees on Cliff 

 Street.  She is suggesting Council be proactive and offer some assistance to 

 help the owners, and the first responders.  Council spoke for a few moments 

 on what steps could be taken by Council to help the Borough residents.  

 President Granahan asked if Ken DiPhillips could take a count of the trees 

 that would need to be cut down.  This discussion will continue at the next 

 Council meeting in August. 

  

Zoning Report:     President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Zoning Report provided by Mr. Watts.  No questions or 

comments. 

 

Police Department:   President Granahan asked if there were any items Chief 

Smith would like to report on, or if there were any questions or comments 

regarding the Police Report.  

 

Chief Smith reported he was at the Farmers Market the Thursday after the last 

Council meeting, to provide a presence assuring the pedestrians were safe.  He said 

Police coverage was provided at Movie Night in the park, and 4
th
 of July.  Both 

festivities went very well with no incidents. 

 

The Police Department has two cars that are off warranty and have been in for 

service many times.  Chief Smith would like to sell both vehicles and purchase one 

new vehicle.  President Granahan instructed him to put it into his budget for 2017. 

 

Municipal Authority:    President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report. No questions or 

comments. 

 

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Wilson said once again the 4
th
 of July Parade was a big 

success in Montrose. 

 

Craig informed Council there was a big problem with not enough Fire Police 

available for the Parade, and other activities held that day.  He would like to know 

if there is any way Special Police can be appointed without having Act 120 

training.  Is it legal to use other people other than Fire Police since approximately 

fifteen thousand people attend the event?  Chief Smith responded; maybe the 



Cadets at the Lackawanna Police Academy would be able to help out since they 

need to do training.  He will look into it and report at the next Council meeting. 

 

Action Items: 

 

2. Resource Environmental Mgmt:    Dawn Washo provided information to 

 Council regarding two underground gasoline storage tanks that were 

 discovered, and need to be monitored.  She said they are requesting 

 permission to install temporary access wells in certain locations for the 

 testing.  These are not the first ones they have installed in town, there are 

 several other ones.  Craig motioned to grant permission for Resource 

 Environmental Management to install the temporary access wells; Todd 2
nd

 

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

 Solicitor O’Malley questioned if there are unfavorable results would the 

 Borough be notified?  Ms. Washo stated, absolutely the Borough would be 

 notified. 

 

1. Northern Tier Use of Conference Room:      Northern Tier would like to 

use the conference room for training on October 20, 2016.  Judy motioned to 

allow the use of the conference room; Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried.  

 

3. Adopt Revised Zoning Map:     Council reviewed the revised Zoning Map 

which now identifies all the streets in Montrose, and Danz Automotive in the 

Industrial District.  These items were not included on the map that was 

adopted on December 12, 2012.  Council would like to see the words 

Revised as of August 1, 2016 instead of Adopted, and to have the wording 

“Parcels: Based on 1978 Zoning Map” removed from the map.  The new 

map will state Adopted on December 12, 2012; Revised on August 1, 2016. 

 

4. Barricades & Signage for Blueberry Festival:       Judy motioned to have 

the barricades and signage up for the Blueberry Festival which will be held 

on August 5
th

 and 6
th
; Craig 2

nd
 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 

5. Subdivision Kost/Napa:    Map for subdivision was not available for 

signature at the June 6, 2016 meeting.  President Granahan signed the map 

which will be registered at the courthouse by the interested parties.  

 



6. Paving Bid for Park Project:     Craig informed everyone they 

 received three bids for the paving job in the park.  The basketball court, 

 multipurpose court, and handicap ramp need to be paved.  The first bid was 

 from M.R. Dirt Paving with a price of $22,346.38.  Pro Seal Inc. supplied a 

 bid of $23,620.00, and Harris Paving Inc. provided a bid of $ 20,200.00.  

 Craig motioned to award the bid to Harris Paving Inc. contingent upon the 

 work being completed within the next two weeks; Jamie 2
nd

 the motion.  All 

 in favor, motion carried. 

 

9. Real Estate Contract for Vacant Land:    Craig motioned to enter into the 

 Sales Agreement for the vacant land at a price of $60,000.00, and to approve 

 a $1,000.00 deposit check to be cut; Todd 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

 motion carried. 

 

7. Steve Arnold to Serve as Alternative for the ZHB:     Todd motioned to 

 approve Steve Arnold as an Alternative Member for the Montrose Zoning 

 Hearing Board; Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

1. Susquehanna County Tax Committee:      Craig informed Council he 

 attended the Committee meeting which was held in Lenox.  There is a 

 surplus of funds, and there are no contributions requested from the 

 municipalities at this time.  A new Chairperson was elected from Forest 

 City. 

 

2. Cintas Contract:      Council reviewed the cost analysis the Secretary 

 provided to them showing the savings of switching paper products from 

 Cintas to Staples, saving approximately five hundred and eighty dollars a 

 year.  Changing over the mat products from Cintas to UniFirst will save 

 approximately a little over a thousand dollars a year.  Council approved 

 moving forward with the changing of vendors. 

 

 Todd reminded the Secretary to look at Cintas fire protection contract. 

 

3. Old Jail:     President Granahan said he is very concerned with the old jail 

 disappearing in the night reminiscent of another building in town.  He  would 

 like to explore how Council can protect it from demolition.  President 

 Granahan said Commissioner Alan Hall has Betsy Arnold and Mary Ann 

 Warren convinced it would cost millions to repair it.  He spoke with Betty 



 Smith from the Historic Society, and she is looking into some ways Council 

 may be able to zone it differently.  He will keep them updated.   

 

 

 

Executive Session:     
 

To discuss pending litigation and real estate.  

 

President Granahan recessed the open meeting for an executive session at 

8:27 pm.   

 

At 8:36 pm President Granahan called the open meeting back to order. 

 

 

 

 

 

Craig motioned to adjourn the meeting; Judy 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:37 PM 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lillian T. Senko 
 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 


