
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting 

January 9, 2017 

7:00 PM 

 

President Sean Granahan called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor John Wilson read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President Granahan questioned if anyone wanted to make 

any changes or additions to the Agenda.  The following additions were made: 

Action Item: # 3. No response from JHA, moved to Discussion Item; #6. Easement 

Agreement Leatherstocking; #7 Review & Approve Special Fire Police Officers; 

Discussion Item: # 5. Sidewalk (referencing Street Scape); #6. Police Pension 

Fund; #7. Community Service (minor Police infraction).  #8. Move Action Item 

#3. Changes to Article V, Section 47-34 in Codes. Motion was made to adopt the 

Agenda as amended by Councilwoman Judy Kelly; Councilman Jamie Holbert 2nd 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President Granahan inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the December 2016 minutes.  Councilman Chamberlain sent a 

request to provide all the details of the Police chase, “car bottomed out” will need 

to be added to the December Police Report in the minutes.  A motion was made to 

accept minutes as amended by Councilman Randy Schuster; Councilman Craig 

Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Sean Granahan, Judy Kelly, Jamie Holbert, Tom LaMont, 

Craig Reimel, Randy Schuster 

 

Absent:   Todd Chamberlain 

 

Other Officials Present:     John Wilson, Mayor; Marion O’Malley, Solicitor; 

Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:   

 

Beirne Wealth Consulting      

RE:  November Investment Report 



 

PA Dept. of Environmental Protection     

RE:  Storage Tanks Program 

 

PA Dept. of Environmental Protection     

RE:  PA Clean Streams Law 

 

Montrose Chamber of Commerce     

RE:  Christmas in Montrose 

 

Montrose United Methodist Church     

RE:  Thank You Letter 

 

Kiwanis Club of Montrose Area      

RE:  Thank You Letter 

 

Clean Air Council        

RE:  Proposed Air Ordinance for New Milford 

 

President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or comments associated 

with the miscellaneous correspondence.  He asked if everyone was able to read the 

correspondence provided by the Clean Air Group.  President Granahan stated it 

may be wise for Solicitor O’Malley to review the New Milford Ordinance relating 

to clean air.   He said if the Ordinance is a good one, maybe Montrose should think 

about adopting an Ordinance providing environmental protection to the Borough 

residents.  

 

Recognition of Attendees:      Chief Dale Smith, Supervisor Ken DiPhillips, Jenny 

Olin, Vickie Calby, Janice Lobdell, Pat Farnelli 

 

President Granahan asked if there were any members in the audience who would 

like to speak who are not listed on the Agenda. Jenny Olin stated she would like to 

speak when they start discussing sidewalks, she said she has some questions 

regarding the Ordinance. 

 

Approval of A/P:      President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable. No questions or comments. 

Councilman Reimel motioned to approve payment of outstanding bills; 

Councilman Schuster 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 



Approval of Payroll:     President Granahan inquired if there were any questions 

or comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.  

Councilwoman Kelly motioned to accept the Payroll Report; Councilman Schuster 

2nd the motion. All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President Granahan inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

Report.  No questions or comments. 

 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  Motion was made to accept the 

Treasurer’s Report by Councilman Reimel; Councilman Schuster 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President Granahan inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  No comments or questions. 

 

Street Department:      President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips, Supervisor.    

 

Supervisor DiPhillips stated things have been pretty quiet, usual work, plowing, 

cindering, and maintenance on the vehicles and building.  He said he doesn’t need 

salt right this minute but would like approval to purchase it once the need arises.  

Councilman Reimel motioned for Supervisor DiPhillips to order a total amount of 

sixty ton of salt, at fifty dollars, and fifty cents per ton when needed, Councilman 

Schuster 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Zoning Report:     President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Zoning Report provided by Mr. Watts.  No comments or 

questions. 

 

Police Department:   President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Police Report.   

 

Chief Smith said the Police Department has been very busy, and the vehicles are 

being repaired. 

 



Municipal Authority:    President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report.  President Granahan 

stated the MMA has their meeting tonight so no one was able to come in and 

provide an update on the Bridgewater negotiations. 

  

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Wilson said he attended a dinner hosted by the United 

Fire Company, held at the Legion, and swore in Special Fire Police Officer’s, and 

the Reserve Special Police Officers, on Saturday, January 7th. 

 

Action Items: 

 

5. Gas Lease Offered by Cabot:     Bradley Boldt, a Landman for Cabot 

presented an offer to the Borough to lease Borough’s property via e-mail.  

Since Mr. Boldt is a representative working out of Pittsburg, Cabot sent 

Janice Lobdell a local Landman to answer any questions Council had 

regarding the offer.   

 

 Ms. Lobdell stated Cabot will be drilling additional wells in the spring, and 

one of the wells would affect the Montrose Borough.  Cabot is offering 

leases, and royalties in the proximity of the projected site.  Ms. Lobdell 

stated Cabot is offering the Borough one thousand dollars per acre, and 

fifteen percent royalty with no deductions. 

 

 President Granahan asked Ms. Lobdell what they could say to residents of 

the Borough who ask “what about me”?  Ms. Lobdell stated Cabot is 

offering leases, and royalties to residents of the Borough who are within a 

reasonable distance from the well.  These are all non-access leases. 

 

 Council stated it was presented to them if they did not sign a lease Cabot 

would still take the gas under the property.  Ms. Lobdell said Pennsylvania 

has a Rule of Capture, they are permitted to obtain gas that follows a natural 

migration.  She stated the pipes are located sixty-five hundred feet 

subsurface, so technically the gas would most likely migrate. 

 

 Ms. Lobdell handed a copy of a map with the Borough properties in relation 

to the leasing schedule, as well as a copy of a lease for the Borough’s and 

MMA’s property, for Solicitor O’Malley to review. 

 

 Council thanked Ms. Lobdell for taking the time out and coming to the 

meeting to speak with them about their questions and concerns.   



Ms. Lobdell invited Council to come to the Cabot office and see a larger 

version of the map she shared. 

 

1. Approve Northern Tier to Use Meeting Room:      Councilman Schuster 

motioned to allow the Northern Tier Alliance to use the conference room on 

April 4th, and May 3rd for training purposes; Councilman Tom LaMont 2nd 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

2. Reduce Mileage Reimbursement:     Councilman Schuster motioned to 

adopt the IRS reduction in mileage from $0.54 to $0.53.5; Councilman 

Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

3.  Adopt Changes to Article V, Section 47-34 in Codes:     Moved to 

Discussion Item # 8. 

 

4. Repository Property to be Sold Free & Clear:     Councilman Reimel 

motioned to allow 153 Cliff Street to be sold free and clear; Councilwoman 

Kelly 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

6.  Easement Agreement with Leatherstocking:     Solicitor O’Malley stated 

she reviewed the agreement, and even though it resembles the one she 

prepared for Leatherstocking in the past, it has a few items that need to be 

changed and added.  She pointed out paragraph one and two stated a map as 

prepared by DDS Engineers “for the Borough”, the Borough did not contract 

DDS, Leatherstocking did.   

 

 Solicitor O’Malley stated the section after paragraph two for the description 

of the property, it should be a legal description of the property not “See 

attached map”.  A mistake on paragraph 3, after the description, twenty is 

written, but the number thirty is in parentheses. 

 

 Leatherstocking will be contacted by Solicitor O’Malley to make the 

changes.  Councilman Reimel motioned to sign the Easement Agreement 

once the changes have been made and approved by Solicitor O’Malley; 

Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

7.  Approve Special Fire Police Officers:     Council reviewed the listing of 

the Special Fire Police Officers, and the Reserve Special Fire Police Officers 

who were sworn into office by Mayor, John Wilson, on Saturday, January 



7th.  Councilman LaMont motioned to approve the Officers who were sworn 

in; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

  

Speaker: 

 

President Granahan invited Jenny Olin to speak at this time regarding sidewalks.  

Ms. Olin said she was in contact with the Borough Secretary who forwarded the 

Sidewalk Ordinance to her, but she has some questions since the Ordinance is not 

specific.  She said she was informed the Ordinance is on the Agenda for an update, 

and was wondering when this was going to take effect.  Ms. Olin would like to 

have her sidewalks done this spring, but before she makes any change she would 

like to know if she is doing it the correct way.  She would like to put in concrete, 

but the Ordinance is not clear, does she even need a sidewalk?  If so what would be 

the minimum distance, width, material, how about steps? 

 

President Granahan suggested Ms. Olin get in touch with John Watts the Zoning 

Officer, and he would be able to answer all her questions. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

1. PA American Water Project on S. Main St./Rt. 29S:      President 

Granahan invited Councilwoman Kelly to speak about the Streetscape 

Project. 

 

 Councilwoman Kelly stated everyone knows about the Restoration 

Committee’s involvement with the sidewalk project on S. Main Street, and 

the delays caused by the Engineer and PennDot.  Councilwoman Kelly said 

the Water Project will consist of lines going down the sidewalk, so she has 

been trying to have them coincide with the Streetscape Project.  

Unfortunately, she doesn’t see this happening since they haven’t even 

applied for the permits, and the Streetscape Project has to proceed, or lose its 

funding. 

 

 A meeting was held last week with PennDot representative, and a new 

PennDot Program needs to be used with all grant funding projects.  In order 

to complete the project this year, it will need to be started in the spring.  

Information into the PennDot Program must be completed by the end of 

February, but the Borough does not own this program so it will need to be 

purchased at a price of one hundred dollars.   

 



 Councilman Reimel motioned to approve payment of one hundred dollars to 

PennDot for the program which will be used by Joe Hunt for this project; 

Councilman Schuster 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

 Councilwoman Kelly said Tad Moser is the new engineer assigned to the 

Borough, and he is working on completing the work for the project.  With 

the project, he has questions that Councilwoman Kelly said Supervisor 

DiPhillips would probably be able to answer, and would he be willing to 

meet with them.  Supervisor DiPhillips stated he would be willing to help in 

any way possible. 

 

2. Borough Office Hours:     Councilwoman Kelly stated she has received 

complaints about the Borough office not being staffed when people go there 

for one reason or another.  President Granahan stated the Secretary needs to 

go out of the office from time to time on a daily basis, errands to run, and 

lunch time.  A sign was purchased for the door indicating what time the 

Secretary would return, and a note on the website stating if you are coming 

in to the Borough office for a particular reason, please phone ahead.  This 

will hopefully solve any further issues. 

 

3. Main Street Now Conference:      It was determined that Councilwoman 

Kelly, and Secretary, Lillian Senko would attend this conference on May 1st 

through the 3rd held in Pittsburg.  Councilman Reimel motioned to have 

Councilwoman Kelly and Secretary Lillian Senko attend the conference, 

Councilman Schuster 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

4.  2017 Election:     President Granahan stated the following positions are up 

for reelection this year:  Four council members at a four-year term, one 

council member for a two-year term, tax collector, mayor, and constable. 

 

5. Sidewalk (referencing Street Scape):     Discussion on page 6, under 

Discussion Item #1. 

 

6. Police Pension Fund:     President Granahan informed Council the Finance 

Committee met with the Police Pension Funds representative from Beirne 

Wealth, Christopher Englebert, about the Investment Strategy Update for 

2017.  They reviewed the returns and the funds projection. 

 

 



7. Community Service:     President Granahan stated Probation is looking for 

assistance with people who have committed a minor Police infraction and 

need to perform Community Service.  Council thought it would be a good 

idea; there are less kids looking for work during the winter shoveling walks; 

areas of vacant homes are neglected, and can have the sidewalk shoveled.  

There could be other projects put together to provide work for these 

individuals.  Secretary will contact Jeff Shoemaker. 

 

8.  Changes to Article V, Section 47-34 in Codes:     Solicitor O’Malley stated 

JHA representatives didn’t respond to her inquiry about the requested 

changes to Article V, Section 47-34 they wanted to make.  She said once she 

hears from them, she will prepare the paperwork. 

 

Councilman Reimel reported another tree was lost in a storm at Memorial Park 

on the Jackson Street side which he would like to replace.  Councilman Reimel 

motioned to allocate funds to replace the tree, Councilman LaMont 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Executive Session:     
 

President Granahan recessed the open meeting at 8:00 p.m. 

At 8:09 p.m. President Granahan called the open meeting back to order. 

 

Councilman Schuster motioned to bring Officer Jessica Zaweski, and Officer Josh 

Diddick to the current police salary of fifteen dollars and thirty-nine cents since 

they are now off probation and have their numbers; Councilman Reimel 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilman Schuster motioned to increase salaries across the board by fifty cents 

per hour effective current pay period; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilman LaMont motioned to adjourn the meeting; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:10 PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Lillian T. Senko 
Lillian T. Senko 

Borough Secretary 


