
REGULAR MEETING 

August 4, 2014 

7:00 PM 

 

President LaMont called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor, John Wilson read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Craig Reimel, Todd Chamberlain, Julanne Skinner, Tony 

Pickett, Tom LaMont 

 

Absent:   Randy Schuster, Sean Granahan 

 

Other Officials Present:    John Wilson, Mayor; Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Approval of Minutes: President LaMont inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the July 7
th

 or 21
st
 2014 minutes.  Todd Chamberlain stated President 

LaMont’s name was omitted from the July 21, 2014 minutes under the title 

“Present for Roll Call”. A motion was made to accept the amended minutes by 

Craig Reimel, Todd 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Misc. Correspondence:    
 
From the Desk of the Secretary 

RE: New Information & Updates     

 

KLR Three for the Fourth Committee 

RE:  Thank you letter      

 

United States Bankruptcy Court 

RE:  Bankruptcy notification for Guizar Jr.      

 

Cabot Oil & Gas Corporation 

RE: Renewal Permit Application      

 

Montrose Municipal Authority 

RE: Bridgewater Township      

 

Susquehanna county Council of Governments 

RE: Agenda & Minutes      

 

Stone House Investment Management, LLC 

RE: Quarterly Report & Newsletter      



 

Zoning Hearing Board 

RE: Minutes      

 

Tax Claim Bureau 

RE: 2014 Upset Tax Sale      

 

Susquehanna County COG 

RE: Current Contract      

 

Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs 

RE:  Request for opposition       

 

Zoning Planning Board 

RE: Minutes      

 

Rodney Burchard 

RE: Parking in the Borough    

 

President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or comments regarding the 

miscellaneous correspondence. The first topic came from the correspondence 

“Desk of the Secretary”, Craig Reimel informed Council members that the park 

restroom funding will come out of the Act 13 funds, and the Act 13 money will be 

placed in a capital reserve account.  Julanne Skinner asked about the discrepancy 

with the Montrose Municipal Authority’s letter, versus the suit that was filed 

against Bridgewater Township.  The Secretary informed Julanne she hasn’t spoken 

to Ted, and will find out the information for the next Council meeting.  Craig 

mentioned the Tax Claim document, and stated the residents rights will probably 

be protected before any sale goes through.  Mr. Reimel brought Councils attention 

to the Susquehanna County COG correspondence.  Craig said he wasn’t clear on 

all the components of COG until he had a talk with Karen last month. He asked 

Karen at that time to send documentation of all the services COG provides to 

Councils attention.  Craig also stated we would be staying with COG until 

everything was ironed out with Joe Hunt Associates, especially the commercial 

inspections that are currently not available from JHA.  Council members discussed 

the proposed legislative act where the state may insist on two or three companies to 

provide these benefits.  Once the decision is made, a separate Ordinance would 

have to be instated naming JHA as a legal representative for the Borough.  The 

COG ordinance would remain active as long as the Borough had two 

representatives.  Craig recommended sitting tight and seeing how the state is going 

to act, and then the Borough can continue from there.  President LaMont wanted to 

bring Councils attention to the correspondence from the Pennsylvania State 

Association of Boroughs regarding a proposed rule change from the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency, and Army Corps’ of Engineers that would 

clarify what waters are – and what waters are not – protected under the federal 



Clean Water Act. President LaMont stated the state does what they want, but 

Council members need to watch what is coming down the line since it affects not 

only the Borough but private citizens as well. President LaMont asked if anyone 

wanted to fill out the survey that was included in the board packet from the 

Pennsylvania Environmental Council regarding our community.  There was no 

response, and President LaMont stated he doesn’t see how filling out this survey 

would benefit Montrose.  President LaMont stated he spoke to a representative of 

the Conservation Club where the Police Department conducts their qualifications 

and said a $200.00 donation per year would grant the Montrose Police Department 

membership in the Club.  This would entitle them to go and practice at any time 

during the year.  Todd motioned to pay the $200.00 donation which will come out 

of the Police Education and Training budget, Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried.  President LaMont asked if there were any further questions or 

comments regarding the miscellaneous correspondence, no questions no 

comments. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:   Dale Smith, Cheryl Rinyu, Carl Rinyu, Reese Foster, 

Stacy Wilson,  

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President LaMont stated he would like to add two items 

to the agenda.  Under Action Items: Peddlers Permit was added.  Under Discussion 

Items: Blueberry Festival Parking was added.  He then questioned if anyone 

wanted to make any changes or additions to the agenda.  Motion was made to 

adopt the August agenda with the two additions by Todd Chamberlain, Tony 2
nd

 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of A/P:      President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable.  No questions, no comments. Todd 

motioned to approve payment of outstanding bills, Tony 2
nd

 the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions, no comments.  Craig 

motioned to accept Payroll Report, Todd 2
nd

 the motion. All in favor, motion 

carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President LaMont inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

report.  Todd Chamberlain asked what grant a payment of $1,200.00 came from.  

The Secretary will find out and provide the information at the next meeting. No 

further questions or comments.  

 



 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President LaMont asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  Julanne Skinner asked why on 

page 1 of the report under Impact Fee Fund the amount noted was $79,317.27, but 

on page 83 the balance was noted as $172,649.49.  Council members discussed the 

question and said it was probably because $93,332.22 was only deposited into the 

account on June 30, 2014 and page 1 only reflected the available funds since it 

takes a few days for a check to clear.  Secretary will confirm this information and 

report at the next Council meeting.  Motion was made to approve Treasurer’s 

Report by Craig, Tony 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President LaMont asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  No questions, no comments. 

 

Street Department:      President LaMont asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented report.  No questions, no comments. 

 

Todd Chamberlain motioned for the Street Department to purchase the items 

needed to bar patch various roads in town for a total of $4,500.00, approval to send 

out 4 parking meters for repair, and purchase replacement meter keys, Julanne 

Skinner 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Zoning Officer:       President LaMont inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  No questions, no comments. 

 

Police Department:   President LaMont asked if there were any items Chief Smith 

would like to report on. The following items were discussed: 

 

Julanne Skinner questioned the Chenango Street hang up’s, which Chief Smith 

reported that there was a telephone line type of problem relating to the resident’s 

landline telephone service. 

 

Chief Smith informed Council between the roadwork conducted by Leeward, 

piping by Leatherstocking, and the 4
th

 of July holiday, traffic has been a little 

crazy. 

 

President LaMont asked if there were any further questions or comments.  No 

questions, no comments. 

 



Municipal Authority:    Vice President Chamberlain asked if there were any 

questions or comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report.  Julanne 

Skinner asked if the answer to her question regarding the difference between what 

the Municipal Authority is stating Bridgewater Township owes, compared to what 

they filed for in court was obtained.  The Secretary stated she did not have a 

chance to ask Ted Cady, but will retrieve the information for the next meeting.  

Council members discussed it may be better if a representative from the Municipal 

Authority attend the next Council meeting and provide an update.  President 

LaMont said even a written letter if no one can attend to provide updated 

information.  President LaMont stated he will talk to Pat.  President LaMont asked 

if there were any further questions or comments.  No questions, no comments. 

 

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Wilson said the Blueberry Festival went very well as 

far as attendees, but he doesn’t know whether or not it was profitable for the 

organizations. 

 

  Action Items: 

 

1. Audit Report:    Craig Reimel stated a few things need to be addressed and 

discussed with the Bookkeeper and the Treasurer such, as the material 

weaknesses and other notations that were included in the report. The finance 

team will conduct the meeting with the Bookkeeper and Treasurer. Council 

members are dismayed with the amount of time the current company takes 

to do an audit.  Craig stated this company needs to follow up immediately 

with the 2013 audit and have it completed before the end of this year.  

Council members stated if they are unable to do so we need to name another 

auditor that can perform the audit on a timely basis. 

 

2. Resignation:     Bill Freund handed in his resignation letter, along with his 

copy of the Zoning book.  Bill was a member of the Zoning Planning Board, 

but has not attended any of the meetings for quite a while now.  Craig 

moved to accept Bill’s resignation with regret, Julanne 2
nd

 the motion.  All 

in favor, motion carried. 

  

3. Police Vehicle Purchase:     A new proposal was submitted by Chief Smith 

for a 2015, Ford Explorer.  Todd Chamberlain during the July 7, 2014 

Council meeting suggested purchasing a 2015 instead of the 2014 model 

since it would be available soon.  Chief Smith informed Council that the 

proposed cost was CoStars Program pricing so there isn’t any room for 

negotiation. Kovatch Ford in Nesquehoning provided the Quote under 

CoStars contract number thirteen. The total price of the vehicle fully loaded 

with all the accessories needed for a Police car, excluding the camera is 



$36,267.26. Chief Smith stated they took the camera out of the prior vehicle 

and will put it in the new one so there is no need to purchase another one.  

Council members stated that the vehicle can be purchased with Act 13 

Impact Fund money.  Todd asked Chief Smith how long it was going to take 

until delivery, and Chief Smith replied around 2 months.  Todd stated lets 

vote on it tonight since the Police are going to need a four wheel drive 

vehicle and we shouldn’t wait until the snow starts falling to get them one.  

Todd motioned to order the 2015 Ford Explorer at a price of $36,267.26 

using the Act 13 Impact Fund money, Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

     4. Zoning Permit:     Craig Reimel provided the background to Council 

regarding Bill Lewis.  Mr. Lewis applied for a Conditional Use Permit for 

his property located at 80 Church Street.  Under the Montrose Borough 

Zoning Ordinance the procedure is to apply to the Planning Agency and then 

move forward to Borough Council.  On July 21, 2014 the Planning 

Committee approved his request for Conditional Use for Home Occupation, 

now it was up to Council to either approve or deny his request.  If approved 

it would progress to John Watts, the Zoning Officer for him to examine the 

property in question and determine whether or not it complies.  If the 

property does comply Bill Lewis would be granted the Conditional Use 

Permit.  There was a great amount of discussion at this time regarding the 

way Mr. Lewis went about converting his property and moving forward 

without going through the proper procedures.  Craig stated he is not 

condoning what Mr. Lewis did, but he stated at this time if we deny his 

request it will look like we are punishing him and not doing the right thing.  

When Bill Lewis was in the process of planning and converting, the 

Borough was in a transitional period.  Craig stated he and other Council 

members were researching the Zoning Ordinance to see what needed to be 

done, and reminded everyone that there was quite a bit of discussion on how 

to proceed with Mr. Lewis’ request at that time.  Craig feels that this is the 

proper channel to follow and since the Zoning Planning Board approved the 

Conditional Use he feels Council should follow suit.  Council members 

brought up the sign application and stones where a sidewalk should be, 

which Craig stated those subjects had no bearing on what was to be voted on 

now.  In fact if this Permit was denied the sign issue would be moot.  Craig 

motioned to approve the Conditional Use application and forward it to the 

Zoning Office for the final step, Todd 2
nd

 the motion. Vote was 3 to 2 in 

favor, motion carried.  President LaMont who voted nay said his personal 

opinion was this is going to open up a can of worms, and it reeks of spot 

zoning.  Tony Pickett who also voted nay agreed with President LaMont, but 



Todd Chamberlain stated Council’s responsibility was to get the job done to 

the best interest of the people. 

 

5. Peddler’s Permit:     Jason Ball who is the President of Arctic Bear Heating 

& Air, Inc. submitted paperwork to obtain a Peddler’s Permit to hang door 

knockers, and to contact residents about their product and service.  Council 

members stated Arctic Bear needed to follow the rules previously set, and 

provide documentation to both the Secretary, and Police Department on the 

individual that would be conducting this practice.  Motioned by Tony Pickett 

to allow Arctic Bear Heating & Air, Inc. to obtain their Peddler’s Permit, 

Julanne 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Discussion Items 

 

Historical Society & Free Library Association:   A letter was sent from 

the Historical Society & Free Library Association requesting less than 10 

minutes of Council’s time for a presentation.  President LaMont discussed 

this with Council and it was decided that they can come to the Council’s 

meeting on September 8, 2014 and make their presentation 

 

Blueberry Festival Parking:     Council members spoke about the dreadful 

parking situation at the Blueberry Festival which was held on August 1
st
 and 

August 2
nd

 2014.  President LaMont stated special event signs need to be 

posted next year on Lake Avenue and Maple Street, but they also need to be 

enforced.  If people are parked where there are no parking signs they need to 

be towed.  President LaMont asked the Secretary to pen a letter to the 

committee stating special event signs will be put up by the Montrose 

Borough Street Department for 2015’s Blueberry Festival Event. 

 

Miscellaneous 

 

An update from Time Warner Cable was received on August 4
th
 regarding 

changes to their scheduling.  A copy was not included for tonight’s meeting, 

so President LaMont read the section regarding a free preview on August 8-

10, 2014 by Starz for any subscribers that were interested. 

 

President LaMont inquired if there was any more business that needed to be 

discussed.  No further questions, comments, or business.  

 

Todd Chamberlain motioned to adjourn the meeting, Tony Pickett 2
nd

 the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 



Meeting Adjourned 8:30 PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 

REGULAR MEETING 

August 18, 2014 

7:30 PM 

 

President, Tom LaMont at 7:30 PM stated Council will wait until 8:00 PM to 

see if other members of Council would arrive to achieve a quorum. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Tom LaMont, Craig Reimel, Sean Granahan 

 

Absent:   Tony Pickett, Julanne Skinner, Randy Schuster, Todd Chamberlain 

 

Other Officials Present:    John Wilson, Mayor; Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Attendees Present:   Andy Genneken, Philippa Follert, Melinda Darrow, Stacy 

Wilson, Mike Hornak, Joe Hunt 

 

1.  Accounts Payable:     Without a quorum President LaMont stated A/P could 

still be motioned to be approved.  Motion was made by Sean Granahan to pay the 

bills, Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

2.  Reschedule Council Meeting:     Due to time constraints for action items to be 

voted upon; at 8:00 PM Sean Granahan motioned to reschedule the meeting until 

Thursday, August 21
st
 at 7:00 PM, Craig Reimel 2

nd
 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

Discussion Items      

 

President LaMont asked Philippa Follert if she wanted to discuss anything of 

importance to her.  Ms. Follert said she was a little upset since there has been a 

large accumulation of dirt in her ditch which is preventing the water from draining 

properly.  She thinks it’s due to a sign “Road work ahead” that was placed in front 

of her house.  President LaMont said we would have Ken DiPhillips contact 

Leeward to remove the sign and clean out the ditch in front of the house.  Ms. 

Follert was very pleased and stated she loves her 1932 WPA ditch.  Secretary will 

contact Ken with the information presented. 



Joe Hunt stated he would prefer to be on the Agenda for the September 8, 2014 

meeting since he will be out of town on Thursday. 

 

President LaMont indicated all could leave at 8:05 PM since there was no further 

discussion on any items.  Will reconvene on Thursday, August 21, 2014. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Lillian T. Senko 

Secretary 

 

SPECIAL MEETING 

August 21, 2014 

7:00 PM 

 

President LaMont called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Councilman, Sean Granahan will be taking the minutes for this meeting. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Craig Reimel, Todd Chamberlain, Julanne Skinner, Tom 

LaMont, Randy Schuster, Sean Granahan 

 

Absent:   Tony Pickett 

 

Other Officials Present:    John Wilson, Mayor 

 

Attendees Present:     Chief Dale Smith, Officer Laura Watson 

 

  Action Items: 

 

1. Montrose Area Kiwanis Request:     Requesting approval for the Kiwanis 

to host a Halloween Parade on Saturday, October 25, 2014.  Chief Dale 

Smith assured Council there would be a police presence at the event.  Randy 

Schuster motioned to approve the request, Craig Reimel 2
nd

 the motion.  All 

in favor, motion carried. 



2. Officer Rhonda Smith:     Craig moved to suspend Office Rhonda Smith 

pending outcome of current legal charges, Julanne 2
nd

 the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

3. Advertising for William Lewis Zoning Request:  Craig motioned to place 

a Legal Notice in the paper notifying the community a public hearing will be 

conducted on Monday, September 8, 2014 at 7:00 regarding Mr. Lewis’ 

request for a Conditional Use/ Home Occupation Permit, Sean Granahan 2
nd

 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

4. Advertising for Police Officers:     Craig motioned to place an ad for 

additional part time police officers, Randy 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

Discussion: 

 

The Center for African American Studies has been exempted from the property tax 

roll for a number of years.  Discussed was the realization of the Center moving out 

of the present location, thus eliminating the need for a property tax exemption. 

 

Cal Dean was reportedly building a deck with no apparent permits.  John Watts 

was notified, and investigated the report of this violation. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:15 PM 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 

 


