
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
September 9, 2019 

7:00 PM 
 

Council President Sean Granahan called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all.   Mayor Tom LaMont said a prayer for 
guidance.  

 
Adoption of Agenda:     President Granahan questioned if anyone wanted to 

make any changes or additions to the Agenda. The following item was added: 
Executive Session: Personnel and Litigation. Motion was made to adopt the 

Agenda with addition by Councilman Jamie Holbert; Councilwoman Judy 
Kelly 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 
Approval of Minutes: President Granahan inquired if there were any 
changes or corrections to the August minutes.  A motion was made to accept 

minutes as presented by Councilman Craig Reimel; Councilman Holbert 2nd 
the motion.  

 
Present for Roll Call:  Judy Kelly, Craig Reimel, Sean Granahan, Jamie 

Holbert 
 

Absent:    Todd Chamberlain, Tom Follert (arrived at 7:12), Randy Schuster 
(Arrived at 8:08) 

 
Other Officials Present:     Mike Briechle, Solicitor, Lillian T. Senko, 

Secretary 
 
Misc. Correspondence:   

 
Beirne Wealth Consulting        

RE: July 2019 Investment Report 
 

PS Bank          
RE:  Invitation 

 
Montrose Zoning Hearing Board        

RE: Minutes of June 25, 2019 
 



Ellen Ely          
RE: Appreciation Letter 

 
Susquehanna County Recycling Center       

RE: Notes & PowerPoint presentation     
 

Milnes          
RE:  Introduction to Company 

 
PA Department of Environmental Protection      

RE:  ESE Equity, LLC 
 

Cabot Oil & Gas Corporation        
RE:  Proposed Well 

     
President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or comments 
associated with the miscellaneous correspondence.  No questions or comments. 

 
Recognition of Attendees:      Jenny Olin, Chief Dale Smith, Cindy Beeman, 

Matt Harman, Jim Fahringer, Joe Hunt, Ken DiPhillips 
 

President Granahan asked if any members were here to speak that were not on 
the Agenda.   

 
Approval of A/P:      President Granahan inquired if there were any questions 

or comments on submitted Accounts Payable. Councilman Reimel motioned to 
approve payment of outstanding bills; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Approval of Payroll:     President Granahan inquired if there were any 

questions or comments on submitted Payroll report. Councilwoman Kelly 
motioned to accept the Payroll Report; Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion. All 

in favor, motion carried.  
 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President Granahan inquired if there were 
any questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts 

Receivable/Deposit Report.  No questions or comments. 
 

 
 



Reports: 
 

Treasurer’s Report:     President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions 
or comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  Motion was made to accept 

the Treasurer’s Report by Councilman Reimel; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the 
motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 
Budget Report:     President Granahan inquired if anyone had any questions 

or comments on the presented material.  No questions or comments. 
 

Street Department:      President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions 
on the Street Department Report. 

 
Supervisor Ken DiPhillips informed Council some residents still have 

dangerous trees that they did not take advantage of cutting them down with the 
tree program over the past few years.  He said he would provide another list to 
the Secretary of residents who have trees that will be an issue going into the 

winter season for her to send out letters. 
 

PennDot officials verified to him they would appreciate the Borough Street 
Department to help with the pipe replacement on Chenango Street.  Supervisor 

DiPhillips stated PennDot will supply the pipe, backfill and the truck to haul 
away the material.  The Borough would be responsible for a couple of yards of 

concrete, plywood and labor amounting to approximately one thousand dollars.  
Penn Dot will complete the final restoration with blacktop. 

 
Councilman Reimel motioned to approve the one-thousand-dollar cost plus 

labor for the Chenango Street Project; Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All 
in favor, motion carried. 
 

Supervisor DiPhillips reported he met with a PA Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) representative regarding the 89 Cherry Street project from 

the 2017 flood damage with funding approved by FEMA.  Mike Sames, DEP 
had a better idea then what was suggested by Soil and Conservation and he 

said no permit was needed since they would not be in the water.  Supervisor 
DiPhillips stated he is hoping to get to the project before the end of September 

and if Council could approve the amended plans that would be paid for with 
FEMA funding. 

 



Councilwoman Kelly motioned to approve the spend for the project at 89 
Cherry Street; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 
 

Councilwoman Kelly thanked the Street Department crew for helping out with 
the Streetscape Project. 

 
Building Code Report:     No report was provided by BIU. 

 
Zoning Report:     No questions or comments. 

 
Police Department:   President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Police Report. No questions or comments. 
 

Councilwoman Kelly said great job for the drug bust that happened right 
outside her house.  The officers are doing a great job! 
 

Chief Smith reported Officer Dylan Amplo got into an accident on his way in 
to work on Saturday, September 7 th and he will be out for four to six months.  

 
Municipal Authority:    President Granahan asked if there were any questions 

or comments on the Municipal Authority Report.  No questions or comments. 
 

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Tom LaMont thanked Councilwoman Kelly and 
Councilman Reimel for joining him at the meeting with the United Fire 

Company to hear the ten-year plan. 
 

Action Items: 
 

1. Accept Minimum Municipal Obligation (MMO) for 2020:     

Councilwoman Kelly motioned to accept the MMO for 2020; 
Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.      

 
2. Annual Preventative Maintenance Contract for Stoplight:     

Councilwoman Kelly stated there is a problem with the crossing signal 
and she has seen potentially serious accidents happening if something 

isn’t done.  After she explained the crossing signal to Council, they 
asked the Secretary to have Northeast Signal & Electric Company Inc. 

adjust the time when they come in for the annual preventative 
maintenance. 



Councilman Holbert motioned to sign the 2019 Annual Preventative 

Maintenance Agreement with Northeast Signal & Electric Company Inc. 

in the amount of five hundred eighty-five dollars; Councilman Follert 2nd 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

3. Approve Conditional Use for Montrose Bible Conference Addition:     
President Granahan started the process of approving Conditional Use for 

the Montrose Bible Conference when Solicitor Mike Briechle stopped 
him and asked whether or not this had been advertised.  Borough 

Secretary stated no, it was not advertised and Solicitor Briechle said the 
regulations are in the Zoning Ordinance and it should have been 
advertised, letters sent to the adjoining property owners and a 

transcriptionist on hand for a Public Hearing. 
 

Apologies went out to the Montrose Bible Conference members and 
Council stated the Public Hearing will be held at next months meeting 

on October 7th at 7:00 p.m.  Bible Conference members were very 
gracious and relayed to Council it wouldn’t be a problem.  

 
4. Accept 2018 Audit:     Councilman Follert motioned to accept the 2018 

Audit which was a clean audit for the Borough; Councilman Reimel 2nd 
the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 
Discussion Items: 

 
1. South Main Street Project:      Councilwoman Kelly informed Council 

when the new curbs changed the elevation of the project and they 

decided to extend the cement to the buildings another problem arose.  
When Leeward removed the additional cement an access to Robert 

Wert’s property was found.  The access to the basement had steps 
leading down, but Councilwoman Kelly said if they stop the project, she 

doesn’t know how long it is going to take for Mr. Wert to handle the 
problem.  President Granahan stated its too late to stop any work order 

that already has been processed and if Mr. Wert wants an entrance, he 
will have to dig it up because we can’t allow an opening with an orange 

fence to remain after Leeward is gone it would be a dangerous situation. 
 

2. Bookkeeper Starting 2020 Budget Process:   President Granahan 
stated the Borough’s Bookkeeper, Erin Jenner will be starting the 2020 
Budget and any department needs contact Ms. Jenner.  The Borough 



Secretary was instructed to call April Harvey at People’s Security Bank 
and Trust to see what percentage would be on a Tax Anticipation Note 

since the Borough is experiencing large debt this year. 
 

3. Veteran’s Banner Program:    Borough Secretary provided to Council 
the research she did on what it would entail to move forward with this 

program.  The cost of the flag is not a factor because the family 
members would pay for the flag.  Supervisor DiPhillips went around 

town and there are approximately forty hangers for the flags, no cost to 
the Borough. 

 

The major problem is the Borough is not equipped to hang the banners.  

The options available would be to purchase a bucket truck with no place 

to store it; rent a bucket truck or hire a company to put up the banners.  

Any of these three solutions would be a major cost to the Borough. 

 

Hanging the banners would be many hours in the day putting them up 

and taking them down.  It would also be specific time of year to do this 

job and we wouldn’t be able to guarantee to the flag holders that it 

would be done at a scheduled time if we depended upon people 

volunteering their time.  Volunteers would have to be a specific breed 

since they would also need to own the equipment needed for the job. 

 

The Borough is not in a financial situation at this time to take on an 

additional cost and will keep this program on the back burner if any 

solutions come up in the future. 

 

4. Lighted Christmas Decorations for Public Avenue:     Councilman 

Follert reported he had a meeting with Adam Diaz and Mr. Diaz is 

willing to include Montrose with his Tall Pines Forest Of Lights.  He 

said Mr. Diaz and Supervisor DiPhillips reviewed Public Avenue and 

the downtown area and Mr. Diaz will be purchasing lighted garland for 

the forty-six lampposts with toppers, lights for all the trees, and small 

lights to put across Public Avenue.  Councilman Follert stated the 

decorations would cost Mr. Diaz over ten thousand dollars.  Council 

expressed their delight in what Mr. Diaz is doing for Montrose.  Looking 

forward to Christmas! 
 



The Borough Secretary reported Mr. Richard Griffis came into the office and 
expressed his concern regarding the traffic on Route 706, specifically before 

the intersection of Public Avenue and South Main Street during the 3 rd Friday 
events.  He said he is concerned that the trucks and cars coming into town do 

not realize there is an event going on with young children sometimes darting 
out into the street.  He asked if there was something Council could do to warn 

drivers as an example place cones in the road. 
 

Council members spoke for a few moments on the best options to slow drivers 
down.  Councilman Follert motioned to purchase two “Event Signs” to place 

on Route 706 as your entering town from each direction; Councilman Randy 
Schuster 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 
Executive Session:     

 
President Granahan recessed the open meeting at 8:13 p.m. 
At 8:51 p.m. President Granahan called the open meeting back to order. 

 
Councilman Schuster motioned to take Officer Don Carroll off probation 

and probation rate of pay; Councilman Follert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, 
motion carried. 

 
Councilman Schuster motioned to move Officer Don Carroll and Officer 

Mike Badyrka to part-time with benefits status which would entitle them to 
attain vacation and sick time; Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 
 

Councilman Reimel motioned to adjourn the meeting; Councilman Schuster 
2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

Meeting Adjourned 8:58 PM 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
 

Lillian T. Senko 
 

Lillian T. Senko 
Borough Secretary 


