
REGULAR MEETING 

January 6, 2014 

7:00 PM 

 

Mayor John Wilson called the meeting to Order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Pledge of allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor John Wilson read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Present for Roll Call:  Tom LaMont, Randy Schuster, Craig Reimel, Sean 

Granahan, Julanne Skinner, Tony Pickett, Todd Chamberlain 

 

Absent: 

 

Other Officials Present:    Marion O’Malley, Solicitor, John Wilson, Mayor, 

Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

New Business: 

 

Mayor John Wilson inquired whether or not there were any motions for 

nominating a president.  Craig Reimel motioned to nominate Tom LaMont for 

president, Julanne 2
nd

 motion.  Approved unanimously.  Motion carried. 

 

At this time Tom LaMont moved into his role as Montrose Borough Council 

President. 

 

President Tom LaMont stated nominations were open for Vice President.  Tony 

Pickett motioned to nominate Todd Chamberlain, Sean Granahan 2
nd

 motion. 

Approved unanimously. Motion carried. 

 

President Tom LaMont stated nominations were open for President Pro-Temp.  

Todd Chamberlain motioned to nominate Randy Schuster, Tony Pickett 2
nd

 

motion.  Approved unanimously.  Motion carried. 

 

President Tom LaMont stated it was time to appoint a Solicitor.  Sean moved to 

appoint Marion O’Malley as Solicitor, Julanne Skinner 2
nd

 motion.  Approved 

unanimously.  Motion carried.  

 



President Tom LaMont stated it was time to appoint a Treasurer.  Sean Granahan 

motioned to appoint Joanne Mayerzak Treasurer, Craig Reimel 2
nd

 motion.  

Approved unanimously.  Motion carried. 

 

President Tom LaMont stated it was time to appoint a Secretary.  Sean motioned to 

appoint Lillian Senko as Secretary, Randy Schuster 2
nd

 motion.  Approved 

unanimously.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President LaMont inquired if there were any changes or 

deletions to December’s minutes, the following corrections were noted: 

1. Todd Chamberlain would prefer to be referenced as “Absent” for roll call 

instead of “Excused”. 

2. Tony Pickett stated he was absent for the December 2
nd

 meeting. 

3. Craig Reimel stated December “Approval of A/P – in context it was written: 

accounts receivable instead of accounts payable. 

4. Sean Granahan stated the phone numbers on the listing of 2013 Council 

Members, Official & Committees Form, Tom LaMont and Todd 

Chamberlain's phone numbers were inverted.   

5. Council member stated under “Action Items: Adoption Tax Ordinance 

should be stated opened “public hearing” and not stated “for discussion”.  

Same wording error for Adoption 2014 Budget. 

Sean Granahan motioned to accept amended minutes, Craig Reimel 2nd 

motion.  Approved unanimously. 

 

Misc. Correspondence:  

 

Received copy of Rail-Trail News for review. 

 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission sent a “Notice of Schedule for 

Environmental Review of the Constitution Pipeline and Wright Interconnect 

Projects”. 

 

Copy of “Notice of Nonrenewal of Insurance” for EMCASCO Insurance Company 

regarding Class 994, PA Act 46- Firefighter Cancer Presumption Law. 

 

Time Warner Cable letter updating changes to their service. 

 

Legg’s Cleaning Service Inc. sent a letter stating price increase from $60.00 per 

visit to $65.00 per visit effective January 1, 2014.  Service comes in once a week. 

 



President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or comments regarding the 

miscellaneous correspondence.  No questions, no comments. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:   Dale Smith, Andrew Genneken, Edward Grindell, 

Staci Wilson, Ken DiPhillips, Alice Walsh,  

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President LaMont stated there are additions to the 

agenda.  Under Action Items: Item 11: Communications Advisory Commission, 

Under Discussion Items, Item 1: Church Street Parking Lot, Item 2: DGK 

Insurance.  President LaMont then opened floor for further input.  Sean Granahan 

stated he would like to add Item 3: Montrose Water Supply Overflow, Item 4: Dog 

park.  Marion O’Malley stated she would like to add Under Executive Session, 

Item 2: Real Estate. Motion to adopt January’s modified agenda by Sean 

Granahan, Todd Chamberlain, 2
nd

 motion.  Approved unanimously.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Approval of A/P:      President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable.  Sean motioned to approve payment of 

outstanding bills, Randy Schuster 2
nd

 motion.  Approved unanimously. Motion 

carried. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or 

comments with the submitted Payroll report.  Todd Chamberlain stated there was a 

mistake on Christopher Welch’s report, in which it stated O/T was reported on the 

Police Hourly Overtime and not the Street Department Overtime.  Sean Granahan 

stated Borough Bookkeeper will correct mistake.  Granahan motioned to accept 

Payroll Report with correction, Randy Schuster 2
nd

 motion. Approved 

unanimously.  Motion carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President LaMont asked if anyone had any 

questions or comments. No questions, no comments. 

 

Reports: 

Treasurer’s Report:     President LaMont asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments.  Todd Chamberlain questioned Check# 12644, D.A.N.Z. Automotive 

Service & Repair invoice.  Did not remember what the invoice was for and 

requested Secretary to pull information for next meeting.  Julanne questioned 

Check# 12641 Visa bill, inquired why there was a high balance, and why we use 

the Visa card.  Council member stated some companies require payment by credit 

card.  President LaMont stated he was sure this particular payment was for 



Borough checks needed.  Secretary to pull information for next meeting for review. 

Craig motioned to approve Treasurer’s Report, Randy 2
nd

 motion.  Approved 

unanimously. Motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President LaMont asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on presented material.  No questions, no comments. 

 

Street Department:      President LaMont asked Ken DiPhillips to provide 

additional information to his report.  Following items were discussed: 

 

Ken stated he is still waiting to hear from Summer at Weights and Measures as to 

when and where the next class will be held.  This class would prepare staff to 

conduct their own Weight and Measure testing for parking meters.  The new hire, 

Chris Welch is working out very well.  Craig Reimel thanked Ken and his street 

crew for the work they did for the ice rink.    

 

Ken requested permission to purchase a set of tire chains for the department’s two 

rear wheel vehicle at a cost of $195.00.  Todd motioned to approve purchase, 

Randy 2
nd

 motion.  Approved unanimously.  Motion carried.   

 

Also requested permission to purchase more road salt, two loads at approximately 

22-23 ton each at a total cost of $ 2,302.96.  Todd motioned to approve purchase, 

Sean Granahan 2
nd

 motion.  Approved unanimously.   Motion carried.   

 

Ken stated the shop needed fuel and the least expensive was Heinz at $3.379 per 

gallon.  Randy Schuster motioned to approve purchase from Heinz, Todd 

Chamberlain 2
nd

 motion.  Approved unanimously.  Motion carried.   

 

Ken stated that there are communication issues due to the radios in the vehicles 

beyond their useful life cycle.  Would like permission to obtain quotes to either 

replace obsolete product or have them repaired/upgraded to a point where they 

would become useful.  Council member inquired why they need radios.  Ken 

explained it was very important to be able to communicate with the other drivers, 

especially during a snow storm.  President Tom LaMont stated they could obtain 

the quotes. 

 

Zoning Officer:     President LaMont asked if there were any questions or 

discussions regarding the zoning report.  Following items were discussed: 

 



Council member stated the house on Church St. which was recently sold was used 

as a law office but never approved for that purpose.  New owners who purchased 

property may want to use property for commercial use.  Jim needs to be aware and 

involved as Zoning Officer. 

 

President Tom LaMont had questions on a diner sign which Jim would need to 

answer. 

 

Sean Granahan asked Chief Smith to arrange Jim’s work schedule, so he would be 

available to attend future meetings.   

 

Police Department:   President LaMont asked if there were any questions or 

comments.  Following items were discussed: 

 

Marion O’Malley questioned Thursday, December 12
th
 at 4:18 asking Chief Dale 

Smith to offer more detail.  Marion and other council members stated there is a 

problem with not only the incident from December 12
th
’s report but with vehicles 

parking all over the borough’s thoroughfare’s.  Some streets identified were 

Cherry, Spruce, and Jackson since vehicles were sitting for days during the recent 

snow storms.  Dale stated police do issue tickets to illegally parked vehicles. 

 

Sean Granahan requested the police show a presence by riding around when the 

movie theater lets out.  If there is a police presence in town, drivers may be more 

cautious.  The point is to keep our pedestrians safe.   

 

Dale stated when Police Dept. brought in their 2010 Dodge Charger for inspection 

it would not pass unless sway bar bushing, tie rod, and ball joint were replaced.  

The service was completed by D.A.N.Z. Automotive Service and Repair, the total 

cost was $602.05.   Todd Chamberlain stated vehicles have a 90 day window for 

inspection, and requested Chief Smith not to wait for the last moment to have the 

vehicles inspected.  President Tom LaMont inquired if vehicles were inspected by 

staff on a continual basis.  Chief Dale Smith stated there is two ways they keep 

track of the vehicles.  The first is when an officer uses their vehicle for the first 

time that day, they give a general inspection.  The second is once a week one of the 

officers does an overall check on all the vehicles. 

 

Municipal Authority:    President LaMont asked if there were any questions or 

comments.  No questions, no comments. 

 



Mayor’s Report:     Mayor John Wilson will defer his report and speak on Action 

Item, New Milford Police contract. 

 

   Action Items: 

1. Bank Accounts:    Sean Granahan motioned to transfer all accounts that are 

currently held by 1
st
 National Bank to Peoples Bank.  There will be no fees, 

and a higher interest rate compared to 1
st
 National Bank.  Craig Reimel 2

nd
 

motion.  Approved unanimously.  Motion carried. 

2. Appoint Sewer Authority Member:   Craig Reimel motioned to appoint 

Dave Darrow to the open position at the Sewer Authority.  Randy Schuster 

2
nd

 motion.  Approved unanimously.  Motion carried. 

3. Zoning Hearing Board:     Sean Granahan motioned to reappoint Maryann 

Dewitt to the Zoning Hearing Board, Randy 2
nd

 motion.  Approved 

unanimously.  Motion carried. 

4. Resolution Budgetary Items:     Craig Reimel motioned to have Borough 

Bookkeeper make modifications on the reporting of funds balance in the 

appropriate budget.  Randy 2
nd

 motion.  Julanne stated approval as long as a 

report showing changes be presented at next meeting.  Approved 

unanimously.  Motion carried. 

5. New Milford Police Contract:  New Milford is still interested in having 

Montrose Police Officers cover their area staying on the current schedule.  

New Milford is addressing this issue tonight, January 6
th

 at their Borough 

Council meeting.  The current rate New Milford is offering for Police 

coverage is $27.00 per hours.  Sean Granahan suggested Erin run a 

feasibility report to assure Montrose Borough Council that proposed rate 

will cover wages and expenses.  Sean would like Marion O’Malley to review 

the past and current proposal.  Lillian will gather materials and deliver to 

Marion for review before the next meeting.  Tabled until January 20
th

 

meeting. 

6. Communications Advisory Committee:    The Susquehanna County 

Communications Advisory Committee requires a delegate from Montrose.  

Sean motioned to have Mayor John Wilson be delegate, and Chief Dale 

Smith to be Alternate, Randy Schuster 2
nd

 motion.  Approved unanimously.  

Motion carried. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

Church Street Parking Lot:     Sean Granahan wanted to check with 

Council Members to see if there was any objection to contact Joe Hunt, the 

surveyor.  Advisable to have Joe meet with Ken DiPhillips at the previously 



known Tannery Lot, to review where lines need to be placed for parking 

spaces, and to obtain some clarity for signs.  No objections. 

 

DGK:     Jeff from DGK would like to attend the next meeting to make a 

presentation to Council.  Jeff stated it was imperative that he speak with 

Council before current Firefighter’s Workman’s Compensation ends.  

President LaMont stated a meeting will be held on January 20
th

 since current 

Workers’ Compensation expires on March 1, 2014. 

 

Montrose Water Supply Overflow:     Sean Granahan stated there was a 

public notice regarding Lake Montrose and would like further information 

on what the plans are for the dam.  Lillian will investigate and provide 

information as soon as it is obtained. 

 

Dog Park:     Due to time constriction, Dog Park tabled until next month’s 

meeting. 

 

Executive Session: 

 

President LaMont recessed the Open Meeting and called an Executive 

Session at 8:28 pm. 

 

President LaMont called the Open Meeting back to Order at 8:48 pm. 

 

Sean Granahan motioned to raise all Borough employees’ salaries $.50 per 

hour, Craig Reimel 2
nd

 motion.  Approved unanimously.  Motion carried. 

 

Sean Granahan motioned to adjourn meeting, Tony 2
nd

 the motion. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:55 PM 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 
 
 



REGULAR MEETING 

January 20, 2014 

7:30 PM 

 

President LaMont called the meeting to Order at 7:32 
 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Present for Roll Call:  Tom LaMont, Craig Reimel, Sean Granahan, Julanne 

Skinner, Tony Pickett, Todd Chamberlain 

 

Absent:  Randy Schuster 

 

Other Officials Present:   John Wilson, Mayor, Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

President LaMont asked if everyone received a copy of the Visa payment, and the 

D.A.N.Z. Invoice that was questioned at the January 6
th

 Council meeting.  All 

stated yes.  President LaMont then questioned if there were any other further 

comments or questions regarding these charges.  No questions, no comments. 

President LaMont inquired whether there were any questions or comments 

regarding any other correspondence presented.   No questions, no comments. 

Recognition of Attendees:   Teri Gulick, Donna Cosmello, Rick Ainey, Staci 

Wilson, Ed Grindall, Dale Smith, James Smith, Jeff Kyle 

 

Action Item: 

 

President LaMont stated Resolution #2014-02 is up for a motion to accept.  Todd 

Chamberlain moved to accept Resolution, Tony Pickett 2
nd

 motion.  Approved 

unanimously.  Motion carried 

 

President LaMont stated the snow was coming down quite heavy, and the roads 

were developing slippery conditions.  Did anyone have any concerns about Jeff 

Kyle presenting first so he could leave early.  No concerns. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

DGK Insurance:  Jeff Kyle, DGK representative, reviewed insurance 

specification for Borough.  He stated one of the changes made was deleting the 



bathrooms at the park.  Jeff asked if the Borough was going to be responsible for 

the new traffic light once installation was complete and Council members stated 

yes, it was going to be reinstated to the Borough.  Jeff stated we needed to inform 

him once this happens, and to obtain correct coverage, inquire what the 

replacement cost would be.  Tony questioned whether or not more coverage 

needed to be added to #13, which is the Infrared Security Camera’s. Jeff stated all 

the Borough’s camera’s are listed and covered which answered Tony’s question. 

 

Upon Council Members reviewing the Equipment List, which Jeff stated Ken 

updated in 2012 there were some concerns.  Tony stated he didn’t see a list of the 

Tasers, and Tom didn’t see a list of the metal detectors.  Lillian will take the list to 

Ken and Dale for them to review, and add, or delete items as needed, to update the 

list. 

 

Jeff Kyle reviewed the Liability section and provided more in-depth information.  

He stated anyone, including volunteers that were working on a Borough project 

would be covered under the Liability for Montrose Borough.  If they were 

seriously hurt, and couldn’t get workman’s compensation on their own, they would 

have to come back to the Borough, and put in a claim for compensation. 

 

Regarding the Auto Policy, any windshield or glass on the automobile that breaks, 

the deductable is waived.  A person using their car on Borough business, their 

insurance is primary, and Borough insurance secondary. 

 

Public Official Liability and land use zoning protection is the best coverage. 

 

The Law Enforcement Liability Policy is in effect and covers all entities we supply 

coverage for.  Notifications of any change to DGK are necessary since we pay a 

fee of $150.00 for each entity. 

 

Act 46 - Firefighter Cancer Presumption Act, which amends the Workman’s 

Compensation Act, has shut down the market for insurance companies supplying 

Workman’s Compensation.  To obtain insurance for Firefighter coverage it is now 

necessary to obtain the necessary coverage from the State Workers Insurance 

Fund.  EMC our carrier for Workman’s Compensation will continue to cover the 

Montrose Borough for all coverage, excluding firefighters. 

 

President LaMont brought to the attention of Jeff Kyle an error on the Crime & 

Fidelity Policy.  The policy had Jack R. Yeager and Craig Reimel listed which 



needs to be amended.  Policy should list:  Thomas LaMont, Sean Granahan, and 

Craig Reimel as covered employees. 

Lillian will work with DGK, Jeff and Lauren, to have necessary changes applied to 

the policy.   

 

Action Items: 

 

Susquehanna County Tax Committee:   President LaMont indicated there is a 

need for a representative from Montrose Borough to serve on the Tax Collection 

Committee.  Sean motioned to have Craig Reimel be our representative, Todd 2
nd

 

motion.  Approved Unanimously.  Motion carried. 

 

New Milford Police Dept. Contract:  Teri Gulick attended the meeting as the 

representative of New Milford.  She stated New Milford was very pleased with the 

police coverage and had a good working relationship with Chief Dale Smith.  The 

needed coverage is 15 hours per week and Teri works with Chief Smith on the 

details.  Special events may need additional coverage which we provide if we have 

the personnel to cover the hours.  Teri indicated she was a little blindsided with the 

lapse in contract services. For 3 weeks New Milford had no police coverage, and 

she was wondering if something happened for Montrose to change their position 

on the contract.  After further discussion between Council, President LaMont, and 

Chief Smith the understanding was miscommunication.  Council advised Teri to 

send the next contract which will be due in December, 2015 for continued 

coverage into 2016, directly to the Montrose Borough Council. 

 

President LaMont inquired if Chief Dale Smith, or Officer Jim Smith, had any 

questions or concerns they would like to address before the contract was signed.  

Officer Smith stated they have some situations, whereby the State Police have 

responded to a situation during the hours there is no coverage from Montrose. 

They in turn hand over the investigated situation to Montrose officers instead of 

following up with their own investigation.  Both Chief Smith and Officer Smith 

stated they do not want to be responsible to complete investigation and paperwork 

for State Police response to a situation. 

 

Council Members suggested Mayor John Wilson to address this issue by sending a 

letter to the State Police.  Letter should attend to the concerns of our officers, 

whereas they cannot be expected to complete investigations or reports, from 

incidents that the State Police officers have previously responded to. 

 



President LaMont asked if there were any further questions or concerns regarding 

the New Milford contract.  No questions, no concerns.  President LaMont inquired 

if there was a motion to continue servicing New Milford. Craig Reimel motioned 

to accept the New Milford contract at their current rate, Tony 2
nd

 motion.  

Approved Unanimously.  Motion carried. 

 

Committees:     President LaMont asked Council members to review the listing of 

Committees and the members.  Secretary made the following changes earlier in the 

month to the list:   

   Craig Reimel:       added to Parks & Recreation  

Todd Chamberlain:   Street & Building to Personnel & Police      

             Craig Reimel:            Personnel & Police to Street & Building   

President LaMont stated he was satisfied with the list as it stands now.  He asked if 

there were any questions or concerns.  No questions, no concerns. 

 

United Fire Company:   President LaMont stated Council would need to review 

and approve the appointed Officers of the United Fire Company of Montrose, he 

then read the list of members.  President LaMont asked if there were any questions 

or concerns regarding the members.  No questions, no concerns.  Todd 

Chamberlain motioned to approve the Special Fire Police Officers, Craig Reimel 

2
nd

 motion.  Approved unanimously.  Motion carried. 

 

Executive Session: 

 

President LaMont recessed the Open Meeting and called an Executive 

Session at 8:36 pm. 

 

 President LaMont called the Open Meeting back to Order at 9:10 pm. 

 

Sean Granahan motioned to adjourn meeting, Tony Pickett 2
nd

 motion. 

 

Meeting adjourned 9:15 PM 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Lillian T. Senko 

Borough Secretary 


