
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting 

August 1, 2016 

7:00 PM 

 

President Sean Granahan called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Councilman Jamie Holbert read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President Granahan questioned if anyone wanted to make 

any changes or additions to the Agenda.  The following additions were made: 

Action Item: # 4. Street Department to place signage on Drinker Street on 

September 16th for the Harvest Moon Festival; #5. Authorize $1,030.00 to be spent 

to order checks for the General Fund and Payroll.  Executive Session: Personnel 

and update on litigation.  Motion was made to adopt the Agenda as amended by 

Jamie Holbert; Craig Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President Granahan inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the July 2016 minutes.  A motion was made to accept minutes as 

presented by Tom LaMont; Craig Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Sean Granahan, Judy Kelly, Todd Chamberlain, Jamie 

Holbert, Tom LaMont, Craig Reimel  

 

Absent:   Randy Schuster 

 

Other Officials Present:    Marion O’Malley, Solicitor; Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:   

  

Annual Economic Development Breakfast Meeting   

RE:  Invitation – Friday, August 26, 2016 

 

Tax Claim Bureau        

RE:  Upset Tax Sale 

 

 



Pennsylvania Department of the Auditor General   

RE:  Audits 

 

Susquehanna County Voter Registration    

RE:  Dates for Elections 

 

Beirne Wealth Consulting      

RE:  June Investment Report 

 

Beirne Wealth Consulting      

RE:  Quarterly Report 

 

Montrose Zoning Hearing Board      

RE:  Minutes June 21, 2016 

  

Montrose Planning Commission     

RE:  Scheduled meeting July 18, 2016 

 

Susquehanna County Council of Governments             

RE:  July 21st Agenda, June 21, 2016 Minutes 

 

Charter Communications       

RE:  Changes 

 

Montrose Municipal Authority      

RE:  Press Release 

 

Court of Common Pleas       

RE:  Judicial Sale  

 

PA Dept. of Environmental Protection     

RE:  Notice of Intent to Remediate 

 

Office of Consumer Advocate      

RE:   Public Input Hearings 

 

Pennsylvania Environmental Council     

RE:  Illegal Dumpsite Cleanup Program 

 

 



Paradigm         

RE:  Coordinated Response Exercise 

 

President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or comments associated 

with the miscellaneous correspondence.  He personally had a question regarding 

the letter from the Susquehanna County Tax Claim Bureau about the Upset Tax 

Sale. Some of the properties are in the Borough and he asked the Secretary to 

speak with Betsy O’Malley to see if she needed to do anything. 

 

Solicitor O’Malley provided the definitions of a Judicial Sale and an Upset Tax 

Sale, and the differences between the two. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:      Chief Dale Smith, Ken DiPhillips, Corporal Andy 

Genneken, Dave Darrow, Jenny Olin 

 

President Granahan asked if there were any members in the audience who would 

like to speak who were not listed on the Agenda.  

 

Dave Darrow said he would like permission to speak about the MMA and the 

EMA. 

 

Approval of A/P:      President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable. Craig Reimel motioned to approve 

payment of outstanding bills; Todd Chamberlain 2nd the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     President Granahan inquired if there were any questions 

or comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.  Jamie 

Holbert motioned to accept the Payroll Report; Craig 2nd the motion. All in favor, 

motion carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President Granahan inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

Report.  No questions or comments. 

 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  No questions or comments. 



Motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s Report by Craig; Jamie 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President Granahan inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  No questions or comments. 

 

Street Department:      President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips, Supervisor.  

 

Ken informed Council he counted thirty-three dead trees, which do not include 

trees located on state roads.  He marked them with a yellow tag, but asked if it 

would be ok to have Jim Kessler look at the trees to verify they were dead or dying 

and needed to come down.  Council said that would be a good plan for Mr. Kessler 

to look them over. 

 

Council asked Ken to put together a list of trees to include property addresses.  

Council will continue to discuss the best plan of action to obtain low pricing for the 

homeowner, and create a safe environment for the utility workers and the public. 

Once a plan is devised, a letter will go out to each homeowner. 

 

Penelec may contribute to a fund to help the homeowners out with the expense 

since it would also eliminate Penelec workers from having to go and trim the trees 

around the wires eliminating overtime, and eliminate any risk factor if the tree or 

large branches come crashing down in a storm.  Borough Secretary will phone a 

contact at Penelec and ask if they would be interested in joining the Borough in 

this endeavor. 

 

Ken said the cutting of the canopies are on schedule with Dennis Bennett, a 

tremendous job needs to be done.  He said they are in the process now, since the 

park project is completed, to get the roads ready for paving.   

 

Tom said thank you to Ken for responding to his e-mail about the park, and taking 

care of it so quickly.  Ken informed Tom they also power washed the pavilion. 

 

President Granahan also thanked Ken for removing the broken barrel from the 

corner of Church Street and South Main Street, and hauling it away. 

 

Ken would like to have the trucks rust proofed.  President Granahan said before he 

arranges for the rust proofing, he should contact the sales representative and ask 



how many warranty claims did he have?  Ken was also advised to ask for a list of 

references. 

 

Public Speaker: 

 

Barbara Clifford came in an after the meeting started, and asked if she would be 

able to speak about the proposed incinerator in the New Milford Township. 

 

Ms. Clifford said she sent to the Borough’s e-mail address several information 

pieces, and she would like Council to view them.  She said the most important 

piece of information was the Susquehanna County League of Women Voters are 

hosting an event at the Blue Ridge High School on August 16th from 7-9:30. Their 

featured speaker is Dr. Paul Connett, who is a scientist, distinguished academic and 

a global expert.  She would like to see members of Council attend this event.  

 

Tyler Corners, the Health Commissioner of Pennsylvania, and other municipality 

supervisors were also invited.  She hopes that everyone attends so people will have 

the same information and can speak about it. 

 

Ms. Clifford is asking the Borough Council to write a statement that they are 

against the incinerator in Susquehanna County.  She hopes they would consider 

implementing a Clean Air Ordinance.  Solicitor O’Malley said she will look into 

what it would take to implement one.  She said that it would be best if the County 

implemented one since they have more authority than the Borough. 

 

Zoning Report:     President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Zoning Report provided by Mr. Watts.  No questions or 

comments. 

 

Police Department:   President Granahan asked if there were any items Chief 

Smith would like to report on, or if there were any questions or comments 

regarding the Police Report.  

 

Chief Smith reported they received a Breathalyzer from CMI to test it, and the 

company is offering to sell it to Montrose for three hundred and fifty dollars since 

it’s now consider used.  He said the normal purchase price is eight hundred dollars, 

and he would like to purchase this since it was sent new, and the Borough Police 

Officers were the only ones that used it.  Chief Smith said their current one is ten 

years old, and this unit is newer technology.  Council asked how they were trained, 

Chief Smith replied by video. 



 

Craig motioned to purchase the Breathalyzer at a cost of three hundred and fifty 

dollars; Judy 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Municipal Authority:    President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report.  

 

Dave Darrow chose this time to speak and he reported Ted Cady informed him 

there is a new procedure with the PA811 Call System.  The new procedure which 

per Ted, went into effect on Thursday, July 28th specifies if there is no response 

from the utilities within three days, the contractor can move forward with their dig 

project.  Tom LaMont said no, the contractor is responsible to track them down 

and he wasn’t aware of any new procedure. 

 

The EMA radio does not have a charger and Dave would like to purchase one. 

Council said just go ahead and buy one.  He can check to see if Radio Shack has 

one in stock or just phone Tri-City and have them bill the Borough. 

 

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Wilson was not in attendance for this meeting. 

 

Action Items: 

 

1. Approve Revised Zoning Map:     The Zoning Map was revised to include 

all names of Borough Streets, and to correct an error of a commercial 

property listed as residential. Craig motioned to approve the revised zoning 

map; Todd 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

2. Approve $59,000.00 Check to be Cut for Land Purchase:      The closing 

of the purchase of land owned by the bank on the corner of Cherry Street 

and South Main Street will probably be before the next Council meeting. 

Solicitor O’Malley said the check would need to include any closing costs 

involved with the purchase.  Tom motioned to have a check cut for the 

remainder of the purchase price of $59,000.00 and closing costs; Todd 2nd 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 

3. Approve Kiwanis Club to Host Halloween Parade on October 29, 2016:     

Craig motioned to approve the Kiwanis Club to host their Halloween Parade 

on October 29th; Todd 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 



4. Street Department to Place Signage on Drinker Street:     Craig motioned 

to have the Street Department place event signs “No Parking” on Drinker 

Street for Holy Name of Mary Harvest Moon Festival on September 16th; 

Jamie Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Discussion Items: 

 

1. Power of Attorney for Unemployment Compensation Account:      

President Granahan stated a letter came from the Pennsylvania State 

Association of Boroughs regarding the Borough’s Unemployment 

Compensation account.  He asked Solicitor O’Malley to review the letter 

and report back to Council at the next meeting with her recommendation. 

 

2. Trees in the Borough:      Judy recommended the tree on Maple Street 

should not be cut until they get closer to the South Main Street Project.  She 

said the replacement tree could be ordered at the same time they order the 

trees for the project.  Buying in bulk would provide better pricing for the 

trees. Council agreed. 

 

Executive Session:     
 

To discuss pending litigation and personnel. 

 

President Granahan recessed the open meeting for an executive session at 

7:53 pm.   

 

At 8:03 pm President Granahan called the open meeting back to order. 

 

 

Tom motioned to adjourn the meeting; Todd 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:04 PM 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 


