
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting 

November 7, 2016 

7:00 PM 

 

President Sean Granahan called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor John Wilson read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President Granahan questioned if anyone wanted to make 

any changes or additions to the Agenda.  The following additions were made: 

Action Item: # 12. Preview Hold Harmless Agreement, Discussion Items: # 3. Rail 

to Trail Project; #4. Deed/Map Review; #5. Integrity Energy; #6. Computer 

Technician.  Motion was made to adopt the Agenda as amended by Councilwoman 

Judy Kelly; Councilman Tom LaMont 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President Granahan inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the October 2016 minutes.  A motion was made to accept minutes as 

presented by Councilman LaMont; Councilman Jamie Holbert 2nd the motion.  All 

in favor, motion carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Sean Granahan, Judy Kelly, Jamie Holbert, Tom LaMont, 

Craig Reimel 

 

Absent:    Todd Chamberlain, Randy Schuster for Roll Call (Arrived 8:03 p.m.) 

 

Other Officials Present:     John Wilson, Mayor; Marion O’Malley, Solicitor; 

Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

  

Misc. Correspondence:   

 

Beirne Wealth Consulting      

RE:  September Investment Report 

 

Tyler Corners, LP        

RE:  Update for Incinerator 

 

Susq. County Council of Governments    



RE:  Sept. 20, 2016 Minutes, October 18, 2016 Agenda 

 

Susq. County Historical Society      

RE:  Grant Update & Other News 

 

Northeaster Educational Intermediate Unit    

RE:  Notification Letter 

 

Montrose Planning Commission     

RE:  Minutes 

 

Montrose Zoning Hearing Board     

RE:  Minutes / Hearing July 19, 2016 

 

Montrose Borough Resident James McArthur   

RE:  Thank You Card 

 

Northern Tier Regional Planning & Development   

RE:  Quarterly Update 

  

President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or comments associated 

with the miscellaneous correspondence.  No questions or comments. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:      Corporal Andy Genneken, Jenny Olin, Chief Dale 

Smith, Jaelynne Goff, Susan McNamara, Jenny Olin, Erin Jenner 

 

President Granahan asked if there were any members in the audience who would 

like to speak who are not listed on the Agenda. Susan McNamara said she has 

questions regarding why Council is changing from COG, and questions on the fee 

schedule.  President Granahan replied she would be able to speak during the Public 

Hearing. 

 

Approval of A/P:      President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable. Erin Jenner, Montrose Borough’s 

Bookkeeper, said she submitted a revised Accounts Payable Report, adding the 

contribution to the Fire Company and Library.  No further questions or comments. 

Councilman Reimel motioned to approve payment of outstanding invoices; 

Councilman LaMont 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 



Approval of Payroll:     President Granahan inquired if there were any questions 

or comments on submitted Payroll report.  He reminded Council there were three 

pays in the month of October.  Councilman LaMont motioned to accept the Payroll 

Report; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the motion. All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President Granahan inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

Report.  No questions or comments. 

 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  No questions or comments. 

Motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s Report by Councilman Reimel; 

Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President Granahan inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  No questions or comments. 

 

Street Department:      President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips, Supervisor.  

 

President Granahan informed Council Supervisor DiPhillips had another 

commitment for this evening.  He has no needs, but would like Council’s approval 

to sell the old Tamp.  President Granahan said someone offered to purchase the 

Tamp, but Supervisor DiPhillips explained the process of advertising equipment.  

He would like to have a motion to place the equipment in the paper.  Councilman 

Reimel motioned to have an ad placed in the paper to sell the Tamp, Councilman 

LaMont 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilman Reimel informed Council the trucks were undercoated this morning.   

 

Councilwoman Kelly said Council should consider renaming the Street 

Department since they do so much more than streets, and their name should reflect 

accordingly.  Councilman Reimel stated he dislikes the name Department of Public 

Works, since it is usually met with distain of employees not working too hard, and 

our Street Department crew works very hard.  He said come up with another name 

and they would consider it. 

 



Zoning Report:     President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Zoning Report provided by Mr. Watts. 

 

Councilman LaMont questioned the sign permit issued to Mr. McArthur on his 

home occupational permit.  Council answered his questions, and addressed his 

concerns. 

 

Police Department:   President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Police Report.   

 

Chief Smith said the Police Department’s 2010 Charger was taken to the Ford 

Dealership for them to remove all the equipment needed for the new Sedan.  He 

informed Council the new vehicle should be ready in one to two weeks.   

 

The Vascar contract is due to be signed, and Chief Smith asked for Council to 

approve the prepayment option since it saves the Borough twenty percent.  

Councilman Reimel motioned to sign and approve the Vascar Contract, Jamie 

Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Municipal Authority:    President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report.  No questions or 

comments. 

  

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Wilson said he didn’t have anything to report, the 

Borough has been quiet and peaceful. 

 

Speaker: Jaelynne Goff, Susquehanna Clean Air Network 

 

Ms. Goff said the Susquehanna Clean Air Network was formed in response to the 

incinerator in Gibson Township.  She stated the sale includes one hundred fourteen 

acres, and the owner is going to keep the gas lease. 

 

The incinerator is slated specifically for hazardous waste, and she doesn’t know 

how much information Council members know about the type of material that will 

be going into the incinerator.  Council replied they weren’t sure on the specific 

materials to be transported into the area. 

 

Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) of Hazardous Waste is responsible 

for the study and permitting of the incinerator stated Ms. Goff.  She said people are 



confused about their group, and she would like to say they are not against the gas 

companies, their only focus is the incinerator. 

 

On October 31, 2016, the Tylor Group filed a preapplication, and at the end of 

sixty days if the site was viable they would be able to continue with their project.  

It would be a nineteen-month process once the site is found acceptable. 

 

The main issue, stated Ms. Goff is how the incinerator would impact us, health 

wise, agriculturally, and if it would affect tourism.  She said there is a concern 

about inversion, dioxins getting trapped in the valleys which would be harmful to 

health and soil. 

 

President Granahan asked Ms. Goff if the New Milford Township is going to pass 

an Ordinance.  She replied Eckert Seamans is working on an Ordinance to fit this 

area, the previous one wouldn’t hold up in court.  Councilman LaMont stated one 

needed to be tried and true in courts. 

 

Ms. Goff stated the Susquehanna Clean Air Network was trying to make sure the 

right information is out there to the people.  She said putting pressure on DEP for a 

baseline study would make the permit process more stringent. 

 

Council thanked Ms. Goff for coming in and speaking with them. 

 

Action Items: 

 

 Public Hearing:  Opened 7:42 p.m. 

 

President Granahan opened a Public Hearing regarding Ordinance Number 2016-02, 

Providing for the Termination of Use of and Participation in the Council of 

Governments (COG) and Ordinance Number 2016-03, Providing for the Enforcement 

of the Uniform Commercial Code (UCC), Adoption of a Permit Fee Schedule, and 

Establishment of an Appeal Board at 7:42 p.m. 

 

President Granahan said at the last council meeting they discussed the prospect of 

shifting away from the Council of Governments (COG), they had wanted to do this for 

quite a while.  COG’s coverage area is very large, and sometimes people have to wait 

a long time to obtain their inspection.  He stated Joe Hunt Associates (JHA) provides 

for our Zoning, and it would be more consistent and practical to have them provide the 

additional services now their team is certified. 

 



Susan McNamara said the Borough already has a lot on their plate, do they really want 

to take on additional responsibilities?  She said when people come into her business 

they ask her what they are supposed to do for example if they are building a deck.  

Where do they go, and what do I have to pay? 

 

President Granahan explained, COG geography versus their staff do not have enough 

man power.  It only makes sense to contract with a company that is local, and sees 

what is going on around town.  Ms. McNamara replied, like people doing things 

without getting permits.  President Granahan replied; exactly, among other things. 

 

JHA is a subcontractor and the contract with them is net neutral.  The money coming 

in to the Borough for the permits, would be a payout to them.  This is not a money 

maker, nor a money loser.  

 

Council members went back and forth with questions on the Fee Schedule (Resolution 

number 2016-04) especially questioning number 5, Residential Construction.  

Councilwoman Kelly said she was confused with the two-hundred-dollar base fee and 

what type of construction would cost that amount for a permit.  She said in the 

description repairs, what type of repairs.  Councilman LaMont stated the base fee was 

too intrusive.  Council said before they could agree to the Fee Schedule they would 

need the information provided by Jesse Grimm and John Watts, the user-friendly 

material information sheet explaining what the process is. 

 

President Granahan said once they receive the paperwork from Mr. Grimm, and Mr. 

Watts it would be available on the Boroughs website, in the Borough office, at JHA, 

and Ms. McNamara can have a copy for her business. 

 

President Granahan closed the Public Hearing at 7:58 p.m. 

 

Councilman LaMont motioned to adopt Ordinance number(s) 2016-02, and 2016-03; 

Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

 Councilman Schuster arrived at 8:03 

 

President Granahan stated since Council couldn’t adopt the Fee Schedule Resolution, 

it was determined they would meet on Monday, November 21st at 7:30 and invite Joe 

Hunt, and Jesse Grimm to the meeting to address their concerns.  Ms. McNamara 

asked if they could also invite John Watts because she would like some Zoning 

questions answered.   



The following Resolutions were tabled until the November 21st meeting: 

Resolution 2016-04 Building Fee Schedule; Resolution 2016-05 Establishing Joe 

Hunt and Associates to perform and enforce the provisions of the Uniform 

Construction Code, Adoption of a Permit Fee Schedule, Establishing an Appeal 

Board; Resolution 2016-06 Establish Building Inspection Underwriters of PA (BIU) 

as an alternate to Joe Hunt and Associates. 

 

1. Adopt Ordinance No. 2016-02 Termination of COG:     Refer to Public 

Hearing on pages 5 and 6. 

 

2. Adopt Ordinance No. 2016-03 Enforcement of the UCC:      Refer to 

Public Hearing on pages 5 and 6. 

 

3. Adopt Resolution No. 2016-04 Building Fee Schedule:     Refer to Public 

Hearing on pages 5 and 6. 

 

4. Adopt Resolution No. 2016-05 Enforce UCC with JHA, Board of 

Appeals:     Refer to Public Hearing on pages 5 and 6. 

  

5. Adopt Resolution No. 2016-06 Alternate UCC Enforcement BIU:     

Refer to Public Hearing on pages 5 and 6. 

 

6. Approve Montrose PD to Assist at Chocolate Santa Roll on Dec. 2nd at 5 

p.m.:    Councilman Reimel motioned for the Police Department to assist at 

the Chocolate Santa Roll; Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

7. Approve Northern Tier Access to Meeting Room on November 17th 

9:30-11 a.m.:     Councilman LaMont motioned to allow Northern Tier to 

use the meeting room on November 17th; Councilman Reimel 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

8. Sign Agreement with Verizon Wireless for Discounted Service 

Agreement:     Councilman Holbert motioned to approve and sign the 

Verizon Wireless Discounted Service Agreement; Councilman Reimel 2nd 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

9. Approve Purchase Christmas Decorations Downtown & Corner Lot:    
Councilman Reimel motioned to approve the expense of sixteen hundred 

dollars to purchase additional decorations for the downtown area, and the 



new tree on the corner lot; Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

10.  Approve Parade of Lights, November 26th at 6:30 p.m.:     Councilman 

Schuster motioned to approve the Fire Departments Annual Parade of Lights 

on Saturday, November 26th; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

11. United Fire Company Fire Protection Contract 2017:     Council 

acknowledged the Contract and asked the Secretary to file it. 

 

12. Review Hold Harmless Agreement:     President Granahan asked Solicitor 

O’Malley to put together paperwork for Supervisor DiPhillips to have a 

resident sign while removing tree parts that have been cut down which are 

further into their property then they can get to from the curb.  A Hold 

Harmless Agreement which would release the Borough from any casualties 

that may happen to a person’s property by the Borough’s equipment.  

Councilman Reimel motioned to approve the Hold Harmless Agreement, 

Councilman LaMont 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

1. Draft of 2017 Budget:      President Granahan said the Budget Committee 

met on Sunday, November 6th to review the 2017 budget.  Councilman 

LaMont asked Erin Jenner to provide him with a report that contains the 

2016 budget items alongside the 2017 budget items.  Ms. Jenner replied she 

would create the report for him.  

 

2. Review Zoning, Code, Construction (Residential, Commercial) 

Information Notices:     President Granahan said JHA put together 

information, but it’s not what Council is looking for.  He said they would be 

in touch with JHA and have them construct the notices the way they want in 

commonly asked questions.  President Granahan said the statement to call 

JHA wasn’t acceptable, and they would review the revised paperwork at the 

next meeting with the Fee Schedule. 

 

3. Rail-Trail Project:    Councilman Reimel said he was make aware of a 

project Rail-Trail was engaged in.  Since this project involves residents of 

Montrose he asked them to send Council information.  Councilman Reimel 



said it was mostly for Council to be aware this project would be affecting 

some residents, and they wouldn’t be blindsided if the residents came to 

them with any issues. 

 

4. Deed and Map Review:     President Granahan informed Council, Attorney 

Beardsley prepared a new deed for a resident, Andy J. and Diane E. Mooney 

which included property vacated by the Borough in nineteen hundred sixty-

nine.  Along with the deed he sent a map which will be filed with the rest of 

the paperwork.  President Granahan said a copy was also sent to Attorney 

O’Malley for review and there is not an issue with claiming the vacated 

property. 

 

5. Integrity Energy – Savings Quote to Purchase Energy:     President 

Granahan lead the discussion regarding companies who would like the 

Borough to sign a contract for an energy supplier, claiming savings would be 

earned.  Council stated Penelec does a good job with choosing suppliers, and 

they have no intention of signing up with a separate energy supplier. 

 

6.  Computer Technician:     Councilman Reimel said Andrew Francis 

conducts tech support at Lee’s Furniture, and is willing to help out the 

Borough employees.  George Leonard has been very busy, and cannot 

dedicate the time needed to support the employees. 

 

Old Business: 

   No old business was discussed at this meeting 

 

Executive Session:     
No Executive Session held at this meeting. 

 

 

Councilman Holbert motioned to adjourn the meeting; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:58 PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lillian T. Senko 
Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 



MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting 

November 21, 2016 

7:30 PM 

 

President Sean Granahan called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President Granahan questioned if anyone wanted to make 

any changes or additions to the Agenda.  The following additions were made: 

Action Item: # 5. Approve midmonth Accounts Payable; Discussion Item: # 2. 

Borough Employee Health Insurance.  Motion was made to adopt the Agenda as 

amended by Councilman Tom LaMont; Councilwoman Judy Kelly 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Sean Granahan, Judy Kelly, Jamie Holbert, Tom LaMont, 

Craig Reimel 

 

Absent:   Randy Schuster, Todd Chamberlain 

 

Other Officials Present:     John Wilson, Mayor; Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Recognition of Attendees:      Corporal Andy Genneken, John Watts, Erin Jenner, 

Jim Blachek, Jesse Grimm, Joe Hunt 

 

Action Items: 

 

5.  Approve A/P:    Councilman Holbert motioned to approve the mid-month    

     invoices to be paid, Councilman LaMont 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion  

     carried. 

 

4.  Approve Conference Room to be Used for Lyme Disease Info. Meeting: 

Councilwoman Kelly motioned for the approval to use the conference room for 

an informational meeting on Lyme Disease to be held on December 19th from 

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.; Councilman LaMont 2nd the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

 

 



2.   Adopt JHA for UCC Code Enforcement:     Councilman Reimel motioned to   

Adopt Resolution 2016-05 establishing Joe Hunt and Associates, Inc. to 

perform and enforce the provisions of the Uniform Construction Code; 

Councilman LaMont 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

3.   Adopt BIU for Alternate UCC Code Enforcement:     Councilman Reimel 

motioned to adopt Resolution 2016-06 establishing Building Inspection 

Underwriters of PA to perform and enforce the provisions of the Uniform 

Construction Code as an alternate source; Councilman LaMont 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

1.  Review 2017 Proposed Budget / Approve Advertisement of Budget:           
President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or comments on the 

proposed budget.  No questions or comments.  Councilman Reimel motioned to 

approve advertising the 2017 proposed budget to be adopted at the December 

5th meeting; Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Action Items: 

 

1.  Adopt Fee Schedule Resolution:     President Granahan thanked Joe Hunt,   

John Watts, and Jesse Grimm for coming in to speak with them.  He said 

Council, and Susan McNamara had many questions regarding the fees residents 

would have to pay in order to obtain a building permit, and what type of 

repair/restoration work would need a permit.  President Granahan said Council 

is questioned from residents quite frequently thus their request for a “Question 

and Answer” sheet. 

 

John Watts said Council should not feel responsible to field off questions from 

residents, that’s their job (JHA) to answer questions.  He said there are signs 

coming into the Borough that state “Permits Required”.  Mr. Watts said they are 

not there to hammer a resident; it’s not ignorance, its defiance that’s the issue.  

When someone knows, they need a permit, but goes ahead and does the work 

anyway without one they will be served with a Stop Order, or a fine.  Mr. Watts 

said they don’t want to scare people.  Council asked if every permit required an 

inspection, yes Mr. Watts responded. 

 

Council went back and forth with both John Watts, and Jesse Grimm regarding 

the language contained in the Building Fee Schedule, Commercial Construction, 



Residential Construction, Montrose Borough Zoning Information, and Montrose 

Borough Code.  Mr. Watts said putting too much information on the handouts 

would be damaging.  He suggested when we post these informational sheets on 

the website we put a link to the UCC, under the Department of Labor and 

Industry. 

 

Jesse Grimm said the Borough’s current code is more restrictive than the UCC’s 

for repairs.  Under Article V, §47-34 a resident would need a permit to move a 

toilet from one spot to another, or a bathtub, etc.  Under the UCC’s code it 

would not be necessary to obtain a permit.  Council said they would eliminate 

language in the Article which is more severe than the UCC’s. Solicitor 

O’Malley will need to draft an Ordinance to remove current restrictive 

language, and the Borough Secretary will need to advertise for the change. 

 

Council made a determination to add 5a. to the Building Fee Schedule stating if 

the repair, alteration, plumbing, electrical etc. requires one inspection the base 

fee will be $60.00.  It will be the Code Enforcement Officer’s job to determine a 

price for the permit. 

 

Councilman LaMont motioned to adopt Resolution 2016-04, Building Fee 

Schedule with the addition of 5a.; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

2.  Borough Employee’s Health Benefit:     President Granahan said Jim Blachek,  

from The Benefits Group was here to discuss different options to lower the 

rising cost of health insurance for the employees.  Mr. Blachek stated the 

current insurance would be going up eighteen percent this year, but he provided 

different options for Council to review within the Blue Cross Health Insurance 

network.  He said he wouldn’t recommend Geisinger at this time, but the plans 

he put together would save the Borough money. 

 

After much discussion, and information Council chose a plan that would save 

approximately twelve thousand four hundred thirty-two dollars and twenty-four 

cents over a twelve-month period, while adding three more part-time 

employees. 

 

 



Councilman Reimel motioned to advertise the 2017 Tax Ordinance which will 

remain the same in the amount of 10 mils, President LaMont 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilman Holbert motioned to adjourn the meeting; Councilman LaMont 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 9:08 PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lillian T. Senko 
 

Lillian T. Senko 

Borough Secretary 


