
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting 

February 1, 2016 

7:00 PM 

 

President Sean Granahan called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor John Wilson read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President Granahan questioned if anyone wanted to make 

any changes or additions to the Agenda.  The following changes were made: 

Action Items - Number 4, Appoint Vacancy Chairperson; Executive Session - Real 

Estate; Discussion Items - Number 5, Drones.  Motion was made to adopt the 

amended Agenda by Todd Chamberlain; Tom LaMont 2
nd

 the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President Granahan inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the January 2016 minutes.  Judy Kelly stated Glenn “Pat” Ely’s 

name was misspelled on page 12, written as Glen instead of Glenn.  A motion was 

made to accept the amended minutes by Craig Reimel; Judy Kelly 2
nd

 the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Sean Granahan, Craig Reimel, Judy Kelly, Tom LaMont, 

Todd Chamberlain 

 

Absent:   Randy Schuster, Tony Pickett 

 

Other Officials Present:    John Wilson, Mayor; Marion O’Malley, Solicitor; 

Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:    

 

Historical Society      

RE:  Thank You to Street Department 

 

NEPA Community Health     

RE:  Open House Invitation 

 



Stone House Investment Mgmt. LLC    

RE:  December Statement 

 

Stone House Investment Mgmt. LLC    

RE:  Quarterly Statement 

 

Susquehanna County Council of Governments  

RE:  December Agenda & November Minutes 

 

Zoning Hearing Board     

RE:  October 20, 2015 Minutes 

 

Pennsylvania Environmental Council   

RE: Illegal Dumpsite Cleanup Program 

 

Bassett Engineering Inc.     

RE:  Introduction Letter 

 

Breathe Easy Susquehanna County    

RE: Air Monitoring 

 

Time Warner Cable                

RE:  Updated Information 

 

Cabot Oil & Gas Corporation     

RE:  Gas Well 

 

President Granahan brought to everyone’s attention the Thank You card received 

from the Historic Society to Ken DiPhillips and his crew. He said he would also 

like to extend his thanks for their help in obtaining and delivering the capital.  

Craig told Ken to make sure Bernie sees it. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:      Chief Dale Smith, Corporal Andy Genneken, Jeff 

Kyle, Bridget White, Cynthia Goodman, Brian Hutchinson, Reggie Episale, Steve 

Arnold, Ken DiPhillips 

 

Approval of A/P:      President Granahan inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable.  Tom LaMont motioned to approve 

payment of outstanding bills; Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 



Approval of Payroll:     President Granahan inquired if there were any questions 

or comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.  Craig 

motioned to accept the Payroll Report; Tom 2
nd

 the motion. All in favor, motion 

carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President Granahan inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

Report.  No questions or comments. 

 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  No questions or comments. 

Motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s Report by Craig; Todd 2
nd

 the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President Granahan inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  No questions or comments. 

 

Street Department:      President Granahan asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips, Supervisor.  

 

Ken said he would like to purchase a new four wheel drive vehicle with the money 

he allocated to his Capital Expense for 2016.  This vehicle would replace the 

International for snow removal, which does not have four wheel drive, and has 

proven quite dangerous in some weather conditions.  The International is a 1995, 

which was purchased used in 2006.  The Borough invested twenty three thousand 

dollars to equip it with a new body, plow hitch, spreader, and the truck has seven 

hundred and fifty thousand miles on it.  Ken said they would use the International 

for summer use which would take off some wear and tear on the vehicle.   

 

Todd questioned what type of truck he was looking at, Ken replied the Ford 550 

cab and chassis for a price of eighty six thousand dollars which is CoStar pricing.  

Todd asked if the box was stainless steel or aluminum, Ken replied stainless steel; 

the snow doesn’t stick to stainless steel as much as aluminum.  Todd asked what 

type of plow, Ken stated a Boss plow.   

 

Tom asked where the service and warranty work would be done; Ken replied the 

Ford garage in town. 

 



Ken said to replace the exact replica of the International the cost would be between 

one hundred eighty thousand to two hundred thousand dollars. 

 

Craig motioned to have Ken start the process to purchase the truck; Tom 2
nd

 the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Zoning Report:     President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the reported submitted by the Zoning Officer. No questions or 

comments. 

 

Police Department:   President Granahan asked if there were any items Chief 

Smith would like to report on, or if there were any questions or comments 

regarding the Police Report.  

 

Chief Smith said he would like permission for the officers to go on their annual 

training seminar in March.  He stated this is the main training session, of the year. 

Chief Smith said money has been allocated in his budget for it, since it’s an annual 

training session.  Council asked what the training consisted of.  Chief Smith said 

the training is for introduction of new drugs, new case law, and identifying drugs.  

He would like approval to send four officers; he currently has two that requested to 

go this year, Patrolperson Brianna Hollenbeck, and Patrolperson Gene Michinski. 

 

Council and Solicitor spent a few moments going back and forth with Chief Smith, 

and it was determined Chief Smith would go to the Sheriff’s Office, and the 

District Attorney’s office to see if they would be willing to pick up some of the 

training cost.  The training expense will be decided at the March 7
th

 meeting. 

 

Municipal Authority:    President Granahan asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report. No questions or 

comments. 

 

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Wilson reported there is a house on Chenango Street 

which has drainage from their house going onto the street.  When the temperature 

drops it creates a dangerous situation with ice forming.  Craig asked if there are 

any catch basins located near the property; the Mayor replied he didn’t think so.  

Craig asked Ken to take a look at the area to see what could be done to alleviate 

the problem with the road.  Ken stated he believes it’s a sump pump, and will see 

what needs to be done. 

 

 



 

Action Items: 

 

1. Update Lobbying Certification Form (RAS):    Tom motioned to amend 

the Lobbying Certification Form that was previously signed by him to be 

signed by Craig Reimel who is an authorized signatory; Todd 2
nd

 the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

2. United Fire Company:      Tom motioned to approve the appointed Special 

Fire Police Officers, and the reserve Special Fire Police Officers; Judy 2
nd

 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

3. Vacate Harrington Street:           Craig provided to Council a review of 

Harrington Street, the location, and current situation.  Council and Solicitor 

spent several minutes discussing the request for both Harrington Street, and 

Abbey Lewis’ request which is another paper road between Drinker Street 

and Wilson, parallel to Lincoln and Park.  

 

 Solicitor O’Malley said if Council is serious in vacating these roads she 

recommends getting in touch with both Larry Griffits, and Abbey Lewis to 

petition Council to vacate the road.  The petitioner will then be responsible 

to contact the other homeowners involved. Solicitor O’Malley stated both 

Mr. Griffis, and Ms. Lewis can contact her if they have any questions 

regarding the procedure for petition. 

 

4. Appoint Vacancy Chairperson:     Tom motioned to nominate Dorothy 

Thomas as the Vacancy Board Chairperson; Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

1. Kilmer Group Insurance vs. DGK Insurance:      President Granahan said 

 this topic will be discussed at the end of the meeting. 

 

2. Time Warner Cable Email Council Members:     Council discussed how 

 difficult it is to retrieve, and send their Montboro e-mail from TWC.  

 President Granahan suggested all Council members create a Montboro gmail 

 account for Council business.  All members are in agreement and will be 

 setting up their own account with g-mail. 

 



3. Lamp Post Flags / Cynthia Goodman:     Ms. Goodman stated she is 

 requesting permission on behalf of the Women’s Resource Center to hang 

 flags on the lamp posts on Public Avenue the month of April.  She stated last 

 year they asked, and received permission to put up ribbons for Sexual 

 Assault Awareness Month, but would rather hang up a flag with Council’s 

 permission.  Council asked who would pay for the flags, and Ms. Goodman 

 replied the Women’s Resource Center.  She stated they also have a banner 

 that goes across the road.  Council said they would be willing to allow the 

 Street Department to hang the flags for them, Ms. Goodman expressed her 

 thanks.  Judy motioned to allow the Women’s Resource Center to purchase 

 flags for the lamp posts on Public Avenue for the Sexual Assault Awareness 

 Month in April; Tom 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

4. Representative for the New Milford meeting on gas royalties:     New 

 Milford sent a letter to all the Borough’s in Susquehanna County to see if 

 they would be willing to discuss the issue of properties in boroughs not 

 being included in natural gas units.  Council will be sending Solicitor, 

 Marion O’Malley to the meeting on Wednesday, February 17
th

 at 7:00 p.m. 

 to represent Council. 

 

5.  Drones:     Todd Chamberlain said Drones are starting to show up around 

 town, and there was one circling his house.  President Granahan said not all 

 Drones are regulated, it depends upon their size.  Todd wanted to know what 

 we could do about it if people start reporting it as a nuisance.  The Secretary 

 will go on the PSAB Linked-In site to see if there are Borough’s who are 

 having any issues, or if there is any documentation already in use on the 

 limits by other Borough officials. 

 

Kilmer Group Insurance vs. DGK Insurance 

 

Brian Hutchinson, Kilmer Group representative prepared for Council’s review 

a quote from Selective Insurance Company and AmeriHealth.  Mr. Hutchinson 

stated he prepared this quote on Council’s request, but he would like to state he 

would not switch our coverage from EMC.  He is asking the Borough to 

consider changing brokers not coverage.  The Kilmer Group offers a dividend 

program for EMC insurance customers.  The dividend program has been 

paying out consistently, fifteen percent overall premium, over the past four 

years.  Mr. Hutchinson stated, based upon our premium, our dividend payout 

would be approximately four thousand dollars.  Another benefit of changing to 



the Kilmer Group is they would offer programs not available from DGK, and 

provides a presence throughout the year. 

 

Randy Schuster joined the meeting, at 8:05 p.m. 

 

Jeff Kyle, DGK representative, said DGK has been servicing the Borough for 

the past twenty-five years.   He said the service they provide speaks for itself, 

even the competitor endorses EMC.   

 

Bridget White spoke about the differences between EMC insurance, and 

Selective Insurance.  Ms. White said EMC has been the least expensive 

provider, and this is the reason they endorse them to the Borough.  She said 

dividends are not guaranteed, but the service DGK provides is. 

 

Judy Kelly questioned the low priced deductible rate we currently have, and 

wouldn’t it be lower premiums if we chose higher deductibles.  Ms. White said 

Council made the decision to stay with the lower deductibles years ago since 

the savings wasn’t enough to make them change. 

 

President Granahan asked Ms. White to conduct another quote with higher 

deductibles to see if the numbers will be better than the last time. 

 

Tom LaMont asked Mr. Hutchinson what the time limit would be in order to 

receive the dividend.  Mr. Hutchinson stated it would take three years to obtain 

a hundred percent dividend, the first year would be thirty three percent, and the 

second year sixty six percent.  The Borough would receive dividends starting 

year one, if dividends were available.  Mr. Hutchinson said Jeff Kyle was 

correct when he stated dividends are not always provided, but in the past four 

years the Kilmer clients have been receiving dividend checks. 

 

Judy said whether or not we stay with DGK, or go with a new broker we would 

still obtain the same prices staying with EMC.  It’s very appealing to get a 

dividend check, and she would choose the company that gives a dividend. 

 

Randy motioned to stay with DGK; Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  Voting was as 

follows: 

Tom – yea 

Todd – nay 

Judy – nay 

Majority rules, motion carried. 



 

Tom motioned to keep the same policy and program with EMC; Craig 2
nd

 the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Executive Session:      
 

President Granahan recessed the open meeting for an executive session at 

8:40 pm.   

 

At 9:05 pm President Granahan called the open meeting back to order. 

 

Tom motioned to adjourn the meeting; Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 9:08 PM 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

 

 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


