
REGULAR MEETING 

July 1, 2013 

 President LaMont called the meeting to Order at 7:01 p.m. 

Present for Roll Call:     Tom LaMont, Randy Schuster, Craig Reimel, 

Todd Chamberlain, Sean Granahan, Tony Pickett and Julanne Skinner. 

Other Officials Present:     Marion O’Malley, Esq., Solicitor; Erin H. 

Jenner, Secretary. 

Approval of Minutes:  Skinner said on page three under the zoning report 

she wanted the word ‘rule’ changed to ‘order’. President LaMont explained if the 

word ‘rule’ was said it should not be changed. Skinner stated it was not a ruling it 

was an order and demanded it be changed. President LaMont asked Granahan if he 

had a problem with the wording being change. Granahan did not.   Council 

discussed and revised the minutes of the June Meeting. Council then approved the 

minutes of the June meeting as amended. Motion by Granahan; seconded by 

Reimel. Approved unanimously. 

Misc. Correspondence:  Skinner questioned the letter from Time Warner. 

President LaMont answered her questions.    

Recognition of Attendees: Dale Smith, Patti Pickett, Vera Scroggins, Tammy 

Manning, Staci Wilson, Ken DiPhillips, Alice Walsh, Melinda Darrow, and Craig 

Stevens. 

Adoption of Agenda:  Adopt July’s agenda.  Motion by Reimel; seconded 

by Pickett; approved unanimously.  

Approval of Payroll:  Approval of June’s payroll as presented. Motion 

by Schuster; seconded by Chamberlain; approved unanimously. Motion carried.  

Approval of Expenditures: Approval of June’s Expenditures as presented in 

the amount of $36,645.11 against $144,015.61 in reported deposits.  Motion by 

Granahan.  Seconded by Skinner.  Approved unanimously. Motion carried. 

Budget vs. Actual Report:   President LaMont asked if anyone had any 

questions or comments about the budget report.  

Reports: 



Treasurer’s Report:  Skinner motioned to accept the Treasurer’s report. 

Reimel seconded. Approved unanimously. Motion carried.  

Police Department: Chief Smith asked if anyone has any questions on the 

report.  

Chief Smith stated all the mandatory training has been completed and good news 

the radio that he asked to replace at last month’s meeting didn’t need to be 

replaced.  A piece had pulled out of the back of the radio and they replaced it at no 

charge. The bad news is one of the vascar units needs to be replaced.  A new unit 

will cost around $1000.00 but they can get a reconditioned unit for around 

$300.00.  Schuster motioned for the vascar to be fixed. Pickett seconded. 

Approved unanimously. Motion carried. 

Skinner asked what was recalibrated recently. Chief Smith answered the timing 

devices in all the cars need to be calibrated every six months. 

Skinner said Mike Hornak responded on June 7
th
 and was not on the police report. 

When an officer is involved with something for two hours does he issue a report. 

Chief Smith stated if on incident is generated by the Comm. Center there is a 

report. Skinner stated she would like to see something because he was on site for 

two hours. President LaMont asked Skinner to clarify is she requesting the Chief to 

create a report for something.  Skinner said she is just asking if he has anything on 

record, the officer was there for two hours. Chief Smith stated there may be 

something on his daily log, but it doesn’t mean it goes into the system. 

Reimel asked if Chief Smith had enough man power for the Fourth of July. Chief 

Smith said he would make do with who is able to work.  

  

 

 MMA Report:  President LaMont asked if there were any questions on 

the Municipal Authority’s report.  Skinner asked Council if they noticed the letter 

that was included in the report, and if they were coming to an agreement.  

President LaMont said there was another letter included but believed it was 

rejected.    

Mayor’s Report:   Mayor Wilson did not attend the meeting. 



Street Department:  DiPhillips stated he met with Joe Hunt and they have 

received our excavation permit for Coleman Road, and also gave a copy to 

Carizzo.  They are in the process of setting up a date to start the project. 

DiPhillips stated he also spoke with Joe Hunt about the South Parking Lot, and 

asked Council if they had a chance to review the plan Joe Hunt submitted for the 

parking lot.  DiPhillips said Joe Hunt would be willing to lay out the parking lot 

and the Street Department could paint it. Pickett asked if the Borough was going to 

top the parking lot with the State’s Agility Program this year.  DiPhillips stated he 

looked into it but the State has a very aggressive stone and oil, and it would be 

messy.  Granahan asked if the parking lot would hold the paint as is.  DiPhillips 

answered yes.  Granahan said he met with Judy Kelly and Betty Bryden and they 

had a few concerns about the parking lot.  One was the lighting and the other was 

the one way directions.  Granahan stated he doesn’t know if it would be a good 

idea to change the directions because people are used to coming in one direction. 

President LaMont interrupted the meeting because Vera Scroggins was being 

distracting and disrupting the meeting by walking all around the room with her 

camera.  Vera Scroggins made comments, and President LaMont said he was going 

to move forward with the meeting.  Granahan continued, he thinks Council should 

sit down with DiPhillips and talk about whether the one way directions should be 

changed. Granahan said some other suggestions would be to name the parking lots 

instead of having a sign that says municipal parking.  One idea was the Livery Lots 

and asked if anyone had any objections.  Reimel said the livery was on the west 

side of Public Ave, so he didn’t think that was a good idea. Granahan asked if 

Council could direct Jim Smith to talk to Rafferty’s about cleaning up the property 

making it look nicer.  Granahan said part of the egress that goes out by the Bulter’s 

Pantry, they are not sure if many people use this exit. There was a question about 

making this a pedestrian walk way. Council discussed in detail.  Staci Wilson 

stated that now she parks in the upper portion she sees a lot of the shop owner’s 

leaving a space so they can load and unload their items. Granahan said that would 

stay, they don’t want to block it. Granahan stated the last thing is that Judy Kelly 

and Betty Bryden brought Council the Gettysburg Business Plan, they talked about 

getting a lady from the Square to do the work, for a $1.00 a page, it would cost 

about $200.00.  The Gettysburg Plan would make a nice template for a five year 

plan.  Granahan motioned for permission to pay the lady at the Square to type the 

Plan.   Reimel seconded. Approved unanimously. Motion carried.  

President LaMont suggested getting Joe Hunt, Judy Kelly, Betty Bryden and Ken 

DiPhillips all together to talk about the parking lot.  



Reimel commented while DiPhillips was here, that he did a nice job painting all 

the lines on Public Ave.  Reimel said he was talking with John Puzo about getting 

the State guide lines, for handicap parking in the center of Public Avenue.  Reimel 

stated John Puzo explained we need an eleven foot wide space plus five feet on one 

side designated as van accessible parking. With the alley by the Montrose Sporting 

Goods that already had the blue marks we would have the five feet. Reimel 

motioned to add the handicap parking spot to the west side of Public Ave. 

Granahan seconded. Approved unanimously. Motion carried. 

Reimel motioned for DiPhillips to purchase more paint for painting the parking lot. 

Schuster seconded. Approved unanimously. Motion carried.  

    

 Zoning Officer:   President LaMont asked if anyone had any questions on 

the zoning report.  

President LaMont wanted to add to the zoning report, concerning the property on 

Lincoln Avenue.  The property owner would like to change the barn into an 

apartment. President LaMont said he has gone over the zoning and the property 

owner meets all the requirements, setback, square footage, and parking. President 

LaMont said it was mentioned the property owner would like to subdivide the lot, 

but does not think he has the setback to do so.  

 Granahan stated it was his understanding that the spigot on Jessup Street had been 

removed but the piping is still there, and asked Solicitor Marion O’Malley what 

happened with the magistrate and Monica Marta and the amount of money. 

Solicitor Marion O’Malley stated Monica Marta never filed an appeal so she is 

subject to the fine.  Granahan asked if the Borough had to do anything further. 

Solicitor Marion O’Malley said she would file a judgment.  Granahan said that 

there had been discussion about the issue of malicious prosecution with regard to 

the Stevens frivolous law suit.  Granahan motion that this is not the type of work 

Solicitor Marion O’Malley does but asked Council if she could look into finding or 

interviewing a personal injury attorney on contingency to see whether they would 

be willing to help the Borough get back some of the money.  Skinner questioned 

the amount of the fine Monica Marta had incurred until the spigot was removed.  

Solicitor Marion O’Malley stated the fine was $200.00 a day until the spigot was 

removed. Pickett seconded.  Skinner voted no, she felt it was a waste. Approved, 

motion carried.  



Skinner questioned on June 6
th
 who gave the order to padlock the hydrant. 

President LaMont answered he didn’t think there was an order given, it was 

pointed out that the hydrant was used while it was declared illegal. Skinner said 

someone gave the order to the police department to padlock the hydrant and she 

suspects on June 3
rd

 when everyone was in the back room there was a meeting. 

Skinner stated that those are just her suspensions because she was at the property 

on June 7
th

 and the police officer who responded said that Borough Council voted 

on this, and the Mayor said that as well.  President LaMont answered the only one 

that the police accept orders from is the Mayor and as far as a meeting in the back 

room he is not going to dignify with a response, but anyone can walk back there 

and watch him sign checks.  

 

 

  Action Items: 

1. Open Bids for Surface Treatment Project: Bids were submitted 

from Suit-Kote Corporation for the amount of $43638.36 and Vestal Asphalt 

$47,169.92. Council discussed and Pickett motioned to award the bid to 

Suit-Kote Corporation. Skinner seconded. Approved unanimously. Motion 

carried.  

2. Endless Mountains Visitors Bureau, appropriation: Reimel motioned 

to approve $150.00 to the Endless Mountains Visitors Bureau, 2012/2013 

appropriation. Granahan seconded. Approved unanimously. Motion carried. 

3. Plans for the bathrooms at the Park:  Reimel stated Council has been 

talking about prefab stainless steel bathrooms for the park so the kids can’t 

destroy the fixtures.  Earlier this year Council talked about having 

contractors submit bids for a block building, maybe we can do better with a 

price. John Puzo did the plans that were presented to Council.  Reimel said 

we need to send the plans down to COG and get their approval on the plans, 

and even after they approve the plan Council has two years to decide which 

direction.  Reimel motioned for the plans to be presented to COG for their 

approval.  Schuster seconded.  Pickett asked if there were any grants for this 

type of project. Reimel thought maybe private organizations could help.  

Skinner asked if there was an estimate as to how much the bathrooms would 



cost. Reimel answered not at this time, but was thinking between 

$30,000.00-$35,000.00. Approved unanimously. Motion carried. 

4. Transfer money to building account: Schuster motioned to transfer funds 

to the building account. Granahan seconded. Approved unanimously. 

Motion carried. 

5. Transfer money to police pension account: Schuster motioned to 

transfer money to the police pension account. Chamberlain seconded. 

Approved unanimously. Motion carried. 

Granahan explained the letter from Friedlander, the stock market volatility 

and loss between 2011 -2013, our make-up amount of money to the 7% 

fund, which is about $60, 0000.00. Friedlander provided some different 

options, on how to deal with the loss. Schuster will be speaking with Stone 

House about the fund.  

6. Joe Hunt’s layout of the South Parking Lot:  Topic was discussed 

during the Street Department report.  

7. Handicap parking Public Ave: Topic was discussed during the Street 

Department report. 

Discussion Items: 

1. Record keeping: President LaMont asked Skinner if she had an update for 

Council on her finding for recordkeeping.  Skinner answered she is still 

surveying and didn’t have an update at this time.  President LaMont stated 

he was going leave the topic off the agenda until she had an update.  

2. TWC Franchise Agreement: Council discussed the Time Warner Cable 

Agreement, and asked the Borough Secretary to contact a representative 

from the company who will be able to attend the next Council meeting in 

August.  

3. Protocols, asking the Borough Secretary for assignments: Granahan 

motioned to have Solicitor Marion O’Malley put together suggested 

protocols for access to the Borough Secretary.  Skinner stated access by 

whom. Granahan answered Council. Skinner asked if there had been a 

problem. Granahan said yes. Chamberlain seconded. Approved 

unanimously. Motion carried. 



Executive Session:  

1. Pending Litigation 

2. Personnel 

Granahan motioned to file the draft ethics complaint that Solicitor Marion 

O’Malley drafted, in the matter of Julanne Skinner and the Craig Steven’s 

litigation. Pickett seconded. Skinner abstained. Approved; motion carried. 

 

President LaMont recessed the Open Meeting and called an Executive Session at 

8:14 pm. 

President LaMont called the Open Meeting back to Order at 8:05 pm. 

President LaMont asked for public comment. 

Pickett  motioned to adjourn the meeting. Schuster seconded. Approved 

unanimously. Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Erin H. Jenner, Borough Secretary/Clerk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


