
 

REGULAR MEETING 

December 1, 2014 

7:00 PM 

 

President, Tom LaMont called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor John Wilson read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Approval of Minutes: President LaMont inquired if there were any changes or 

corrections to the November, 2014 minutes.  A motion was made to accept the 

minutes by Randy Schuster, Craig Reimel 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Tom LaMont, Randy Schuster, Craig Reimel, Sean 

Granahan, Julanne Skinner, Todd Chamberlain 

 

Absent:   Tony Pickett 

 

Other Officials Present:    John Wilson; Mayor, Marion O’Malley; Solicitor, 

Lillian T. Senko; Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:    

 
Marion O’Malley 

RE:  William & Deborah Lewis vs The Council of the Borough of Montrose    

 

Pennsylvania DOT 

RE:  Notice of Payment State Police Fines and Penalties      

 

Time Warner Cable 

RE:  Royalties         

 

Susquehanna County Council of Governments 

RE:  Agenda & Minutes      

 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

RE:  Notice of Violation       

 

Pennsylvania One Call System 

RE:  Expiring Board offices      



 

Bassett Engineering Inc. 
RE:  Introduction Letter      

 

Community Foundation of the Endless Mountains 

RE:  County Recreation Center         

 

Time Warner Cable 

RE:  Update      

 

PSAB  

RE:  December Update      

 

Montrose Zoning Hearing Board 

RE:  July Minutes      

 

Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs 

RE:  2015 Annual Conference Awards      

 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania DOT 

RE:  South Main Streetscape Project      

 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

RE:  Trehab Associates, Inc.       

 

President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or comments regarding the 

miscellaneous correspondence.  No questions, no comments. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:   Dale Smith 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President LaMont questioned if anyone wanted to make   

any changes or additions to the Agenda. The following items were added to the 

Action Items: Pay Council and Mayor was added as number eight; Meeting times 

for 2015 and advertisement for the meetings was added as number nine; Advertise 

2015 Tax Rate was added as number ten; under Executive Session: Personnel was 

added.   Motion was made to adopt December’s Agenda with the additional items 

by Craig Reimel, Julanne Skinner 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of A/P:      President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Accounts Payable.  No questions or comments.  Craig 

Reimel motioned to approve payment of outstanding bills, Julanne Skinner 2
nd

 the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 



 

Approval of Payroll:     President LaMont inquired if there were any questions or 

comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.  Sean 

Granahan motioned to accept Payroll Report, Craig 2
nd

 the motion. All in favor, 

motion carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     President LaMont inquired if there were any 

questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts Receivable/Deposit 

report.  No questions or comments. 

 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     President LaMont asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  Julanne Skinner asked what was 

purchased in the amount of $ 6,235.45 from Powell’s; reply was the new snow 

plow for the Street Department.  President LaMont asked if there were any further 

questions or comments.  No questions or comments.  Motion was made to approve 

Treasurer’s Report by Craig, Julanne 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:     President LaMont inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  No questions or comments. 

 

Street Department:      President LaMont asked if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips.  Borough Secretary informed 

Council Ken would like to purchase a new 4x4 vehicle to be used for plowing.  

Randy Schuster suggested Ken take a ride to Harrisburg to look at what they have 

and to get prices.  Randy Schuster motioned for Ken DiPhillips to purchase the 

needed fuel oil, Julanne 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Zoning Report:     President LaMont asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Zoning Report submitted by the Borough Secretary.   President 

LaMont asked if there were any questions or comments regarding the report.  No 

questions or comments. 

 

Police Department:   President LaMont asked if there were any items Chief Smith 

would like to report on, or if there were any questions or comments regarding the 

Police Report. 

 

Chief Smith informed everyone about an incident that happened on November 22
nd

 

when Officer Tiffany was out on a call.  A PennDot truck overturned and Officer 

Tiffany responded to the call.  When he arrived he parked the 2010 Explorer police 



 

vehicle in the parking lot.  Firefighter Ryan Tator’s vehicle skidded on the ice and 

hit the back end of the Police car causing some damage.  Borough Secretary 

phoned in the incident to the Insurance Company, and Chief Smith said Puzzo’s 

came and gave him an estimate.  He will be obtaining another estimate from High 

Tech collision, but Molenko’s charges a $100.00 fee for the estimate, that would 

be subtracted from the invoice if they are contracted to do the job.  Randy Schuster 

suggested reviewing the two estimates and not to have Molenko’s provide one 

since they charge a fee.  President LaMont told Chief Smith to bring the two 

estimates to the December mid month meeting to review since the damage wasn’t 

bad enough to put the vehicle out of service. 

 

Chief Smith stated the new car would be delivered soon and would require a speed 

timing device that is YIS certified.  The Chief stated they could take it out of the 

older vehicle but it would cost $200.00 for the unit to be certified, or $500.00 for a 

brand new certified unit.  After several minutes of discussion, it was decided the 

best way was to purchase a new speed timing device, this way all the vehicles had 

one in the car.  Randy motioned to purchase the equipment for $500.00, Craig 2
nd

 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

President LaMont asked if there were any further questions or comments.  No 

questions or comments. 

 

Municipal Authority:    President LaMont asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report.  No questions or 

comments. 

 

Mayor’s Report:     Mayor Wilson stated he had no report but would speak with 

Council in the Executive Session regarding a personnel issue. 

 

  Action Items: 

 

1. Adopt Ordinance of Amendment 2014-5:     Ordinance Number 2014-05 

amends its current Police Pension Plan, as codified in the Montrose Borough 

Ordinance Number 2004-31 which deletes from the Borough of Montrose 

Police Pension Plan, the entirety of the language of Article IV.  Julanne 

motioned to adopt Ordinance Number 2014-05, Randy 2
nd

 the motion.  All 

in favor, motion carried. 

 

2. Resolution Number 2014-11:     This Resolution “Procedures for 

Compliance with the Professional Services Contract Provisions of Act 44 of 



 

2009” was recommended by the Attorney General’s office.  Solicitor Marion 

O’Malley contacted Ann Lowery from the AG office and spoke with her 

about this request.  Solicitor O’Malley stated it is basically an Ethics course 

of action which the Borough already has one implemented, and there is no 

need to adopt another one.  Ann Lowery suggested we adopt this since she 

has found many Boroughs’ do not have one.  Since Montrose Borough 

already has a similar one implemented Council decided to adopt this as a 

professional guideline and not as a resolution.  Craig motioned to have the 

The “Procedures for Compliance with the Professional Services Contract 

Provisions of Act 44 of 2009” filed in the Borough’s office under 

“Professional Services”, Randy 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

4. Jingle Bell Run:     Tammy Bonnice sent an e-mail requesting Police 

assistance during their Jingle Bell Run on December 6
th

 at 9:00 a.m.  Craig 

motioned to have Police assistance for the run, Randy 2
nd

 the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

5. Clyde G. Colwell Resignation:     Craig moved to accept Clyde’s 

resignation with appreciation for him stepping in, Randy 2
nd

 the motion.  All 

in favor, motion carried.    

 

 Council members and Solicitor discussed at length, the effect this vacancy 

will cause effective December 31, 2014.  David Colwell’s estate must 

maintain tax records until transfer, by law.  As vacancies occur, Council fills 

the position by appointing someone by resolution, or the Vacancy Board 

must appoint a registered elector.  Solicitor O’Malley stated her sister Betsy 

ran against David Colwell in the last election, and she would like to present 

to Council Betsy’s letter of interest in the position.  Solicitor O’Malley went 

on to say that there is a need to form a Vacancy Board and the process 

should be started the first of the new year. 

 

 Randy motioned to advertise for a Tax Collector, Sean 2
nd

 the motion.  All 

in favor, motion carried. 

 

6. Blue Cross Renewal:   Blue Cross increased their rates for 2015 by twenty 

percent and Council discussed the lofty increase.  Council asked the 

Borough Secretary to contact The Benefits Group for comparable insurance 

at a lower rate.  Sean motioned to accept the renewal at this meeting while 

other options were being investigated, Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 



 

 

7. United Fire Company Renewal Agreement:     Sean motioned to renew 

the agreement and pay the United Fire Company the Borough’s fair share of 

$35,000.00 but leave the contract unsigned, Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

 United Fire Company will continue to fight fires and respond to emergency 

calls, and the Montrose Borough will continue to pay their fair share. 

 

8. Pay Council and Mayor:     Randy motioned to pay Council and the 

Mayor, Sean 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

9. Meeting Times for 2015 / Advertise:     Council discussed the topic and 

concurred the meeting time and day of Council meetings will stay the same 

for 2015.  Council meets the 1
st
 Monday of the month at 7:00 pm, and the 3

rd
 

Monday of the month at 7:30 pm if needed.  Exception is the month of 

September when the meeting is held the second Monday of the month due to 

the Labor Day Holiday.  Craig motioned to place an advertisement in the 

newspapers with the meeting information, Julanne 2
nd

 the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

10. Advertise 2015 Tax Rate:     Sean moved to advertise the 2015 Tax Rate 

which will be reduced by 2 mil, 2015 Tax Rate will be advertised as 10 mil, 

Julanne 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

 It was discussed the 2015 Budget should also be advertised; Sean moved to 

advertise the 2015 Budget, Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

Zoning Amendments:     Craig Reimel suggested Council review some 

Zoning Ordinances to see if they need to be amended to bring them up to 

date. There seems to be a disconnect with Zoning that does not meet the 

current desires of the residents, given that there are Ordinances that have not 

been updated in recent years.  

 

Craig stated there is a significant difference in property lines depending on 

whether you call your addition a porch or a patio.  He would like this to be 



 

one of the Ordinances for review since it doesn’t make sense to have two 

different specifications for basically the same structure. 

 

Council members also spoke about the burn ordinance and how some people 

abide by the law and others will burn anything.  Mr. Breeze sent a letter to 

Council informing them about his neighbors burning items that affect his 

personal enjoyment of his property.  Solicitor O’Malley said they can look at 

the ordinance, but another option is to look at the penalty given if they are 

burning items not permitted.  She stated sometimes if the penalty is severe, 

people will think twice about what they are doing 

 

Another item discussed was signage, and the current acceptable size of a free 

standing sign.  Craig said he drove around town and was looking at the 

different sizes and shapes of the current signs.  Most of the signs are 

between three and four square feet.  The current Ordinance requires a one 

and one half square foot sign which some feel wouldn’t be large enough to 

catch someone’s eye when used for a business.  Council members spoke 

briefly about contacting the Montrose Area High School to see if students 

would be willing to do a project of video recording all the signs in Montrose. 

 

South Main Street Streetscape Project:     Bobbi Jo sent a letter to Council 

asking their thoughts on the extension of the Leeward and PennDot project.  

The Redevelopment authority awarded the contract of the streetlight portion 

in December of 2012 to Binghamton Road Electric.  With the extension of 

the project they feel additional monies may be due for the stored materials 

cost and adjustments for increase in labor costs since bidding out the job two 

years ago.  Council members discussed this dilemma and suggested Bobbi 

Jo send a letter or e-mail Binghamton Road Electric and ask how much 

extra, if any, they are anticipating the cost to be.   

 

Executive Session: 

 

President LaMont recessed the open meeting for an executive session at 8:16 

pm.   

 

Melinda Darrow and Stacy Wilson arrived at this time for the meeting. 

 

 

At 8:29 pm President LaMont called the open meeting back to order. 

 



 

 

Julanne motioned to adjourn the meeting, Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:40 PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lillian T. Senko 
 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 

 

 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

December 15, 2014 

7:30 PM 

 

President, Tom LaMont called the meeting to Order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Pledge of allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Tom LaMont, Randy Schuster, Craig Reimel, Sean 

Granahan, Tony Pickett, Todd Chamberlain 

 

Absent:   Julanne Skinner, Solicitor, Marion O’Malley 

 

Other Officials Present:    John Wilson; Mayor, Lillian T. Senko; Secretary 

 

Recognition of Attendees:   Dale Smith, Jamie Shave, Janice Lobdell, Ken 

DiPhillips, John Watts 

 

Adoption of Agenda:     President LaMont questioned if anyone wanted to make   

any changes or additions to the Agenda. The following item was added: Police 

Policies for the Mayor, under number two Discussion Items.  Motion was made to 

adopt the December 15th Agenda with the additional item by Randy Schuster, 

Tony Pickett 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 



 

 

 

Action Items: 

 

1.  Swear In Zoning Officer:     John Watts was duly sworn in to uphold his 

position as Zoning Officer/Code Enforcement by Mayor John Wilson. 

 

     2.  Approval of A/P:       President LaMont inquired if there were any questions 

or comments on the submitted Accounts Payable.  No questions or  

comments.   Sean Granahan motioned to approve payment of outstanding 

Invoices, Todd Chamberlain 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.        

 

3. Adoption of 2015 Tax Ordinance 2014-06:     Craig Reimel motioned to 

adopt the 2015 Tax Ordinance of 10 mils, Sean Granahan 2
nd

 the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

 4.  Adoption of 2015 Budget:     President LaMont opened a public hearing 

for the adoption of the 2015 Budget at 7:35 pm.  There were no questions or 

comments, public hearing closed at 7:37 pm.  Craig motioned to adopt the 

budget, Sean Granahan 2
nd

 motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

5.  Audit Acceptance:     President LaMont asked Council what their thoughts 

were on the submitted paperwork from Murphy, Dougherty, & Co. 

requesting acceptance and signature.  Craig Reimel commented that Council 

members were not accountants and the paperwork was indefinable.  After 

several minutes of discussion Council tabled the document until January 

when a representative from the firm could come in and explain the contents.  

 

Discussion Items: 
 

1.  Cabot Oil:     Janice Lobdell, a Landman representative from Cabot Oil & 

Gas Corporation came in to answer any questions Council had on the 

proposal that was received in October.  Janice informed all in attendance that 

there are four wells with close proximity to Montrose.  Two are already up 

and running, one will be completed in 2015, and one in 2016.  The one 

slated for 2016, Birchard is the one Montrose Borough would most likely be 

paired with.  Council members questioned if the homes surrounding the 

Borough leased land would be entitled to a lease and royalties regardless of 

how large their piece of property is.  Janice stated she could not guarantee 



 

that all the homes in the Borough would be giving that option.  She made 

reference to the current price of gas and stated drilling companies are more 

frugal with the amount of contracts they have been signing.  She would be 

happy to go back to her supervisors to see if they would be willing to draw 

up a plan on how some Borough residents would be able to receive some 

type of compensation.  Janice assured Council; Montrose should not be 

impacted with additional traffic, noise, or disruption in town if they choose 

to sign a lease.  President LaMont asked on behalf of Julanne Skinner where 

will the gas go or be used once its retrieved.  Janice stated Cabot is a drilling 

firm not a utilities company.  The utilities company who purchases the gas 

will determine where to send it.  Council thanked Janice for her time and 

assistance. 

 

2.  Street Department:     Ken DiPhillips informed the group he was in 

attendance tonight since he missed the last two meetings.  Ken stated the 

shop heater was broken since Friday, December 12
th

 but the parts are on 

order and hopefully they will fix the problem. 

 

 Ken stated he received two quotes to convert to a gas powered unit.  One 

unit is a 250,000 BTU heater for $6,264.26, and a radiant heat unit priced at 

$8,215.50.  Both units can be transferred into another building, and the 

salvage of the brass pipes from the old system would pay towards some of 

the cost of the new unit.   

 

 The Street Department needs to place an order for more salt.  Randy 

motioned for Ken to place the order, Sean 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

 Sean Granahan thanked Ken for his work on the lights for Public Avenue; he 

stated the avenue looks very festive. 

 

3.  Police Policy:     Council informed Chief Smith a Community Oriented 

Policing Strategy will need to be implemented, and for the Mayor to assure 

that the Policing Strategy is followed.  Council reviewed the policy’s’ intent 

with Chief Smith and instructed him to work with the Montrose Area School 

personnel regarding the parking on Lathrop Street.  Chief Smith suggested 

purchasing two pedestrian crossing signs, and stated the Sherriff’s 

Department would put them out each day and take them in each night.  



 

Randy motioned adopt the Community Oriented Policing Strategy (COPS) 

and to purchase the two signs, Sean 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

 Tony Pickett motioned to adjourn the meeting, Craig 2
nd

 the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

    
 

Meeting Adjourned 8:40 PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lillian T. Senko 
 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 

 

 

 

SPECIAL MEETING 

December 29, 2014 

7:30 PM 

 

President, Tom LaMont called the meeting to Order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Pledge of allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Sean Granahan will be taking the minutes for this meeting. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Tom LaMont, Randy Schuster, Craig Reimel, Sean 

Granahan, Todd Chamberlain 

 

Absent:   Tony Pickett, Julanne Skinner 

 

Action Items: 

 

1.  Approval of A/P:     President LaMont inquired if there were any questions 



 

or comments on the submitted Accounts Payable.  No questions or  

comments.   Sean Granahan motioned to approve payment of outstanding 

Invoices, Craig Reimel 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.        

 

 2.  Drug Testing:     Our current contracted onsite drug testing company, 

Independent Drug & Alcohol Testing sent a letter on December 4, 2014 

stating they would no longer be able to provide services.  Council reviewed 

two proposals that would offer the same service to the Borough.  Craig 

motioned to approve signing a contract with Harrington Onsite Drug 

Testing, Todd 2
nd

 the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

3.  Procedures for Compliance with the Professional Services Contract 

Provisions of Act 44 of 2009:     Sean moved to change the minutes of the 

December 1, 2014 meeting.  Action Item #2 change wording from “no need 

for a resolution….to “Ann Lowery stated that the Resolution contained 

therein is required not suggested”. 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

1.  Police Pension:     Council discussed an option of moving the Police 

Pension Fund to the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System (PMRS).  

Sean will follow up. 

 

2.  Flags:     Randy Schuster requested new flags, the current flags are a mess.         

Craig stated this has already been initiated with the Borough Secretary. 

 

3.  Leeward Construction:     The Invoice from Leeward Construction is 

correct and a check should be cut for signature at the January 5, 2015 

meeting. 

 

4.  Pump & Pantry:     The form received from Pump & Pantry regarding the 

Liquid Fuels was discussed.  Verbiage on the form was not acceptable since 

they are not entitled to the entire liquid fuels refund; they are only entitled to 

a portion.  Council decided not to sign the form. 

 

5.  Police Procedure:     Council discussed with Officer Ed Grindell the top of 

Public Avenue and the expectations to provide coverage between the hours 

of 11 am to 2 pm.  Council thanked him for seeing him at the top of the Ave; 

out of the car; and following the new protocol. 

 



 

6.  Lathrop Street:     Council discussed the e-mail from PennDot regarding 

Lathrop Street and the lanes at the intersection of Lathrop and Grow Ave. 

 

 

Executive Session: 

 

President LaMont recessed the open meeting for an executive session at 7:50 

pm.   

 

At 7:57 pm President LaMont called the open meeting back to order. 

 

 

Meeting Adjourned 7:59 PM 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lillian T. Senko 
 

Lillian T. Senko  

Borough Secretary 

 

 


