
MONTROSE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Reorganizational Meeting 

Regular Monthly Meeting 

January 6, 2020 

7:00 PM 

 

Mayor Tom LaMont called the meeting to Order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

 

Mayor Tom LaMont read a prayer for guidance. 

 

Mayor LaMont swore in newly elected officials: Thomas Follert, James Holbert, 

Randall Schuster and Judith Kelly. 

 

Mayor LaMont stated he would take nominations for Council President at this 

time.  Councilman Tom Follert motioned Councilman Sean Granahan as President; 

Councilwoman Judy Kelly 2nd the motion. All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Since Councilman Sean Granahan did not attend this meeting of Council, Mayor 

LaMont stated he would take nominations for Council Vice-President.  

Councilman Craig Reimel motioned for Councilman Tom Follert as Vice President 

of Council; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Vice President Follert stated he would take nominations for Council Vice-

President Pro-Temp.  Councilman Reimel motioned for Councilman Randy 

Schuster as Vice-President Pro-Temp; Councilman Jamie Holbert 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilman Reimel motioned to appoint Dorothy Thomas as Vacancy Board 

Chair; Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilman Reimel motioned to appoint Michael Briechle as Solicitor for the 

Montrose Borough; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Councilman Reimel motioned to appoint Angelo Ventresca Associates as 

Treasurer for the Montrose Borough until February 3, 2020; Councilman Holbert 

2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 



Councilman Reimel motioned to appoint Lillian Senko as Secretary/Open Records 

Officer; Councilwoman Kelly 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilwoman Kelly motioned to appoint JoAnne Luecke to the Montrose 

Borough Planning Commission for a term of four years; Councilman Schuster 2nd 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilwoman Kelly motioned to appoint Richard Griffths to the Montrose 

Borough Zoning Hearing Board for a term of three years; Councilman Schuster 2nd 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Council reviewed their roles on the various committees, and all committed to 

remain on current committees. 

 

Adoption of Agenda:      Vice President Follert questioned if anyone wanted to 

make any changes or additions to the Agenda.  The following additions were 

made: Action Item: # 5. Accept Resignation Erin Jenner Bookkeeper: # 6. Accept 

Angelo Ventresca Associates as Treasurer: #7. Motion to advertise for the two 

open positions.  Motion was made to adopt the Agenda as amended by Councilman 

Reimel; Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Minutes: Vice President Follert inquired if there were any changes 

or corrections to the December minutes. A motion was made to accept minutes as 

presented by Councilman Holbert; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

Present for Roll Call:   Judy Kelly, Jamie Holbert, Craig Reimel, Randy Schuster, 

Tom Follert 

 

Absent:   Sean Granahan, Todd Chamberlain  

 

Other Officials Present:     Tom LaMont, Mayor; Lillian T. Senko, Secretary 

 

Misc. Correspondence:   

 

Beirne Wealth Consulting       

RE: November 2019 Investment Report 

 

Community Foundation         

RE: Kindred Spirits Fund  



Endless Mountains Heritage Region      

RE: December 2019 Newsletter 

 

Winter Lessons         

RE:  How to Walk on Ice 

    

Vice President Follert inquired if there were any questions or comments associated 

with the miscellaneous correspondence.  No comments or questions. 

 

Recognition of Attendees:      Supervisor Ken DiPhillips, Officer Don Carroll, 

Brian Lione, Hillory Schenker, Dan Calby, Staci Wilson 

 

Vice President Follert asked if there were any members in the audience who would 

like to speak and are not listed on the Agenda. Dan Calby said he had some 

concerns he would like to speak about. 

 

Speaker:   Dan Calby said he would like to speak about drone activity in town he 

spotted them several times aren’t they restricted?  Mayor LaMont replied the 

drones are Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Regulated and Montrose does 

not have any regulations in addition to the FAA.  He said Jerry Washo flies his 

drone in the borough working for numerous customers and he also hires out for 

weddings. Councilman Reimel said he could have been practicing, he has spotted 

the drone also. 

 

Mr. Calby also requested Council to reconsider doing something about the deer in 

town.  Council had representatives from the Pennsylvania Game Commission 

coming in to speak with them on how to control the deer a few years ago, but 

decided to go the way of asking people not to feed the deer instead of having sharp 

shooters coming in to kill them.  Mr. Calby said inaction is not the way to go.  

Councilman Reimel stated since the last time this was brought up six or seven 

people stopped feeding them.  Mr. Calby replied they are still a big issue in town. 

 

Truck traffic in town is outrageous stated Mr. Calby and he doesn’t see them 

getting pulled over.  He said a GDS truck was swerving at him when he was 

shoveling snow.  During Christmas in Montrose the trucks were going slow and he 

didn’t know what prompted them.  Several minutes of discussing this issue 

continued with Officer Carroll providing additional information on the trucks and 

speed limit in town.   

 



Approval of A/P:      Vice President Follert inquired if there were any questions 

or comments on submitted Accounts Payable. No questions or comments. 

Councilman Schuster motioned to approve payment of outstanding bills; 

Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Payroll:     Vice President Follert inquired if there were any 

questions or comments on submitted Payroll report.  No questions or comments.  

Councilman Schuster motioned to accept the Payroll Report; Councilman Reimel 

2nd the motion. All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Accounts Receivable/Deposits:     Vice President Follert inquired if there were 

any questions or comments associated with the submitted Accounts 

Receivable/Deposit Report.  No questions or comments. 

 

Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report:     Vice President Follert asked if anyone had any questions 

or comments on the submitted Treasurer’s Report.  Motion was made to accept the 

Treasurer’s Report by Councilman Reimel; Councilman Schuster 2nd the motion.  

All in favor, motion carried.  

 

Budget Report:      Vice President Follert inquired if anyone had any questions or 

comments on the presented material.  No questions or comments. 

 

Street Department:       Vice President Follert asked if anyone had any questions 

or comments on the report provided by Ken DiPhillips, Supervisor.    

 

Supervisor DiPhillips stated the Street Department crew is planning to take down 

the Christmas decorations in town.  Timing is dependent on the weather.  He asked 

if Council wants to keep the lanterns they repurposed or what they plan on doing 

with them.  He said if they’re not going to use them it would be good to get them 

out of the barn since he is running out of space.  Council said they can ask other 

municipalities if they want them at no charge. 

 

The backhoe has been having issues from day one stated Supervisor DiPhillips and 

it has been repaired on site and off site.  The equipment is still not working 

properly and he is afraid when he uses it since it has a mind on its own.  He stated 

his hand would not be on the levers and the bucket will start moving.  Mr. 

DiPhillips stressed it is no fault of Mid-Atlantic they did everything to try and 

make the repairs, they were even in touch with John Deere trying to identify the 



issue.  He said they were very accommodating and came to look at it whenever he 

notified them of the issue. 

 

Councilman Schuster said enough is enough it’s a one hundred twenty-five-

thousand-dollar piece of equipment and it shouldn’t be a safety hazard using it.  

Councilman Schuster motioned to have Montrose Borough’s Solicitor Michael 

Briechle write a letter to John Deere putting them on notice when a person or a car 

is injured because of the malfunction they will be held responsible and we are 

requesting a new piece of equipment since it is evident this one is a lemon; 

Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilman Reimel said the Street Department couldn’t burn any brush yet, but 

they will be burning small piles when weather permits.  He said the last time they 

tried doing this the piles were too large, and Bridgewater Township was inundated 

with smoke. 

  

Zoning Report:     Vice President Follert asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Zoning Report provided by Mr. Watts.  No comments or 

questions. 

 

Police Department:   Vice President Follert asked if there were any questions or 

comments on the Police Report.   

 

Officer Don Carroll was in attendance for Chief Dale Smith to provide the 

December Police Report to Council and answer any questions they may have.  He 

stated there were a total of eighty-four incidents in the Borough.  Officer Carroll 

also brought to Councils attention the number of Traffic Citations and Warnings 

informing them this number is not completely accurate.  He said some warnings go 

into citations if the reason the people were warned is not taken care of. 

 

Councilwoman Kelly asked if drug arrests are getting convictions since there was a 

question on convictions in the past.  Officer Carroll stated he didn’t know what the 

percentage was since it goes to the District Attorney but he’s sure many are 

receiving the Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition (ARD) program.   

 

Municipal Authority:    Vice President Follert asked if there were any questions 

or comments on the submitted Municipal Authority Report.  No questions or 

comments. 

  



Mayor’s Report:     Mayor LaMont stated in answer to Dan Calby’s question he 

does notice the transport trucks speeding early in the morning.  He said between 5-

5:30 in the morning, he’s no speed expert, but when you feel like grabbing your 

ears, they’re going too fast. 

 

This past Saturday, January 4th he attended a function at the VFW to swear in the 

Fire Fighters and Fire Police. 

 

Action Items: 

 

1. Adopt Resolution Number 2019-05 Voluntary Fire Fighters:      

Councilman Reimel motioned to adopt Resolution 2019-05 establishing the 

activities by Voluntary Fire Fighters covered by the Montrose Borough 

Workers Compensation Insurance Policy; Councilman Schuster 2nd the 

motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

2. Permit NTRPD to Hold Meeting on January 21st at 9:30 a.m.:     

Councilwoman Kelly motioned to permit Northern Tier Regional Planning 

and Development to hold a meeting on January 21, 2020 in the conference 

room; Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

3.  Approve 2020 Contract with JHA for Zoning & Engineer of Record:     

Councilman Reimel motioned to sign the contract with Joe Hunt and 

Associates to conduct the Zoning and Engineering of the Borough; 

Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

4. Reimbursement Mileage Acknowledgement $0.575:    Councilman 

Reimel motioned to adopt the IRS decreased mileage from $0.58 to $0.575; 

Councilman Holbert 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried  

 

5. Accept Resignation of Erin Jenner as Bookkeeper:    Councilman 

Schuster motioned to accept the resignation of Erin Jenner as Bookkeeper 

with regret; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 Councilman Schuster said he would like to inform the new Council members 

the wonderful job Erin did digging them out of a hole.  He said she was very 

dedicated, and it will be hard if not impossible to get someone to take her 

place that cares as much as she did.   

 



6.  Accept Resignation of Angelo Ventresca Associates as Treasurer:     

Councilman Schuster motioned to accept the resignation of Angelo 

Ventresca Associates as the Treasurer for the borough; Councilman Holbert 

2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried.  

 

7.  Advertise for Open Positions of Bookkeeper and Treasurer:     

Councilman Schuster motioned to place an ad in the papers for a bookkeeper 

and treasurer; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

 

Executive Session:     
 

Vice President Follert recessed the open meeting at 7:55 p.m. 

At 8:05 p.m. Vice President Follert called the open meeting back to order. 

 

 Councilman Schuster motioned to adopt Resolution 2020-01 discontinuing 

Montrose Borough’s self-funded disability account and transfer the fund balance to 

the borough’s general fund; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

Councilman Schuster motioned to increase employee rates by three percent across 

the board; Councilman Reimel 2nd the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Councilman Schuster motioned to adjourn the meeting; Councilman Holbert 2nd 

the motion.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 8:12 PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lillian T. Senko 
 

Lillian T. Senko 

Borough Secretary


